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The motto was designed by Mr F Graham and embodies three concepts.

The silver torch with its red flame standing on a forest green background, depicts the light of learning to be kept 
burning and handed on from generation to generation.

The star beneath the torch is the heraldic recognition of Otumoetai as the third college in the community.

The silver waves on the dark blue background represent the quiet waters of the estuary near the College . In former 
years the Maori people of Matakana Island regularly crossed the harbour to the estuary to set  their nets and spend a 
quiet day on the shore.  The peaceful serenity of the area is implied in its name, Otumoetai – “Peaceful waters”.

The motto ‘DOCTRINA VITAM ILLUMINET” (Let learning enlighten life / He Akonga te Oranga) reminds us that 
education is not merely a process of obtaining qualifications for a job, but one which should bring us wisdom and so 
improve the quality of our lives and of the world in which we live

The college motto is therefore more than an adornment for clothing;  it embodies ideas which can be an inspiration to 
us now and in later life.
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The author acknowledges his indebtedness to many people: to all those who  
provided information, anecdotes and material and in particular to Stewart 
Henderson, Vicky Jeffares, Mandy Rowe, Ricky Feutz, Margaret Waaka, Joan Troy, 
Caly Pillay, Jude Brown, Nyssa Poffley, Phil Merritt and Dave Randell

A cknowledgements

Bruce Farthing

Bruce joined the staff as Head of Department of Social 
Science in July 1984. Appointed Deputy Principal in 
December 1997, he has now completed over 17 years 
as Deputy Principal and is the school’s longest serving 
Deputy Principal.
Based on research from his own classroom and in the 
wider College environment, Bruce has co-authored a 
number of articles that have been published in a range 
of educational publications. He also authored the first 
publication of Life Enlightened by Learning in 2005.
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Foreword

The foreword to ‘Life Enlightened by Learning – the first 40 years’ states that the 50-year reunion would take place at 
Easter 2015.  A reconsideration of that date has seen the event move forward to be as close as possible to the beginning 
of the year – Waitangi weekend, 6/7 February – the week that the college opened in 1965.  The foreword to the 2005 
publication also stated that a further publication would follow in 2015.  This is it – Life Enlightened by Learning – 
Volume II covering the decade 2005-2014.  It is hoped that Volume III will be published when the life of the college 
reaches another milestone.

The Archive Room is established and an archivist employed throughout the past decade.  The Principal’s annual 
reports are now substantial documents held electronically and the college’s annual publication of TREK (school 
magazine) has continued.  Each passing decade has increased the amount of evidence available to the historian and 
digital photography has ensured a multitude of photographs.

Land, buildings, resources, finance and staffing levels are all important and the college is dependent upon careful 
management of them to ensure that its central function of providing the widest range of learning opportunities can 
continue to the best possible standard.

The past decade has seen an ever increasing diversity of staff and student populations but it has also had the good 
fortune to continue with a dedicated core of staff whose selfless service has maintained the traditions of quality 
academic, cultural and sporting activities.

Society has continued to change and the pace of that change – particularly in relation to technology – has moved at an 
ever faster pace, often increasing the gap between adult and student and placing an ever growing pressure on school 
management.  Teachers are working harder to master new methodologies of teaching but it is more important than 
ever that parents are central to the life of young people.  Sadly that is not always the case.

The college is the single institution in Otumoetai and surrounding suburbs with which most residents have had some 
association.  It may be as a volunteer, as a grandparent, as a parent considering where to send their son or daughter to 
school, as a parent or as a student.  All have formed perceptions – favourable or otherwise – which become memories 
and over time the ‘real’ lived experience of the college.  These are the stories that will be told and retold at the 50th 
reunion and at future reunions.

Senior Leadership Team 2014
Ricky Feutz- Deputy Principal, Dave Randell- Principal, Bruce Farthing- Deputy Principal 
Pip Woodward- Deputy Principal, Jude Brown- Deputy Principal
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Boards, Principals & Deputy 
Principals  2005-2014

At the end of 2004 when Volume I of ‘Learning 
Enlightened by Life’ was published to commemorate 
the fortieth anniversary of the college, Dave Randell 
was Principal, Bruce Farthing and Ricky Feutz were 
Deputy Principals, and all three men remain in the 
same position at the end of 2014.  All three who have 
collectively had the major hand in shaping the college’s 
direction, have been awarded 10 week sabbaticals – 
Dave Randell in 2007 & 2014, Ricky Feutz in 2009 and 
Bruce Farthing in 2013.  In Dave’s absence, both Bruce 
and Ricky accepted the role of Acting Principal.

Appointed to a Principal’s position for 2008, Deputy 
Principal Mihi Moloney resigned and was replaced 
in term 2, 2008 by Pip Woodward.  Deputy Principal 
Robyn Pettigrew resigned in mid 2010 to teach in 
South Korea and was replaced in term 3, 2010 by 
Jude Brown who, after over 25 years of teaching in 
Southland, chose to come north.

Board of Trustees 2009
Barry Benny, Dave Sheffard (Staff Representative), 
Andy Ralph, Stephen Taylor (Student 
Representative), Dave Randell (Principal),  
Greg Delaney, Ray Nelson (Kaumatua). 
Jude Spicer, Sharon Hitchcock (Deputy Chair),  
Eliza Nelson (Whanau Representative).  
Janine Goldthorpe (Board Secretary).
In 2014 there were no members remaining of the 2004 
Board. In 2004 Nikki Burley was Board Chair and as 
a lawyer she brought an acute and balanced mind 
to the position.  Nikki, who was the mother of three 
former students (two of whom were Head Boys), was 
very interested in education and unlike some of her 
predecessors, had an accurate understanding of the very 
real difference between management and governance.  
In 2008 Nikki passed the Chairmanship to Andy Ralph 
(also the father of a previous Head Boy), who was by 
profession the head of the Planning Division of the 
Tauranga City Council.  A clearly focused strategist, 
Andy re-arranged the committee structure of the Board 
so that there were only two committees – Operations 
and Strategic – and further reduced the number of Board 
policies by ensuring that anything of a procedural nature 
was included in management procedures.  In 2011 Sharon 

Boards

P rincipals
 and D eputy

rincipalsP

Chapter One

Senior Leadership Team 2007
Bruce Farthing, Deputy Principal, 
Mihi Mahoney, Deputy Principal, 
Dave Randell, Principal,  
Robyn Pettigrew, Deputy Principal,  
Ricky Feutz, Deputy Principal



6

Hitchcock replaced Andy Ralph as Chair. Sharon, a 
previous chair of the PTA, was passionate about her local 
community and the local secondary school attended by 
her three children, and was the person who initiated the 
first International Food Festival in March 2005.  Sharon 
accepted and did not alter the structure left behind by 
Andy and in 2013 was replaced as Chair by John Paine, 
the first past student of the school to hold the position of 
Board Chair.

A staff representative, a Maori representative 
(throughout the decade – Ray Nelson) and an annually 
elected student representative, joined a variety of local 
parents throughout the decade to make up a full Board 
of Trustees.  The college has never faced any difficulty 
having a range of suitably qualified parents to stand 
for Board elections and has been well served by their 
energy and ability once elected.  Some have been elected 
unaware of the complexities of a large modern secondary 
school and ‘once trained’, came to appreciate that their 
previously held opinions of what might be good ideas 
were really not ever going to happen.

Board Of Trustees 2014
Back: Russ Brown, John Paine (Chairperson),  
Ken Patterson
Front: Dave Randell (Principal), Lesley Hawthorne 
(Board Secretary), Helen Neale (Deputy Chairperson),  
Eloise Stephen (Staff Representative), Jude Spicer

The decade began and ended with good Board/
Management relations which were maintained 
throughout the whole period.  As Principal, Dave 
Randell supplied his Boards with more than adequate 
information about the running of the college and in turn, 
the Board agreed to establish policies in keeping with 
the wishes of management.  Strategic Plans have grown 
in significance over the life of the college.  Following 
on from community consultation, three year strategic 
plans were established in 2003 and 2007 and then in 
2012 a five year strategic plan was agreed.  The plans 
are ‘owned’ by the Board of Trustees but in reality are 
a partnership document worked on together by both 
senior staff and trustee representatives.  The 2003 and 

2007 plans were essentially driven by Bruce Farthing 
and were focused on ‘Learning’ being of paramount 
importance in the school’s operation.  He stood aside 
in 2011 and Pip Woodward (assisted by Jude Brown), 
after leading a community consultation, drove through 
a Strategic Plan more focused on the development of 
the ‘whole’ student, and in line with all the work and 
research Pip had completed when helping to develop 
the PE and Health Curriculum.  A very comprehensive 
document, it has become the cornerstone of professional 
development and learning, and the management of 
students based on the principles of restorative justice.  
Core to the strategic plan is raising achievement of 
poorly performing students, particularly Maori.  On his 
appointment in 1984, Principal Peter Malcolm concluded 
that although academically able students were achieving 
extremely well the less academically able students were 
performing poorly.  Thirty years later the situation in 
2014 is little different and the issue, despite all strategic 
direction planning, has remained unresolved.  There is 
now a greater urgency and the pressure is coming from 
the Ministry of Education.  For plans to be effective they 
must result in change.

Central to the 2012 Mission and Vision are the five 
defined values of:

Belonging and Connecting

High Expectations

Building Strong Positive Relationships

Life long, life wide learning

Helping our community

and together they shape the Strategic Plan and the 
Behaviour for Learning Framework which defines 
the implementation of the mission and vision.  The 
Framework drives the daily management of students 
both through individual Faculty systems and the Deans’/ 
Guidance network.  It is important for consistency 
that all staff are guided in their practice by a common 
understanding, and much effort has gone into ensuring 
this outcome.

From the five-year Strategic Plan are derived school-wide 
annual goals and in turn annual Faculty/Department 
goals, which are a further tailored refinement of the goal 
to a specific end point.  Such a process ensures that what 
is agreed to by the Board becomes a functioning reality 
on the ground.  Throughout the decade the Ministry of 
Education has required that an Analysis of Variance be 
submitted by the end of March of each year detailing 
how well the college performed to the previous year’s 
annual goal(s).

The annual completion of this document has demanded 
of management the gathering and analysis of evidence 
– in the form of data – attendance data, academic 
achievement data, NCEA data, behavioural data and 
survey (survey-monkey) data.  The data, now built up 
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over years, allows for comparison but management has 
always been very firmly of the view that one cohort can 
be analysed and compared year by year only unto its 
own, and not with another.  This firmly held view caused 
the management to invest in a computer programmer 
to build a program to analyse results against previously 
collected learning data held on each individual student, 
and to highlight whether or not a student is ‘on track’ 
during an academic year based on previous ability 
scoring. The increasing complexity and availability of 
data bases has meant increasing efficiency.

Parents/caregivers can be texted of an unexplained 
student absence, subject selection is, now in 2014, 
completed online, and parents/caregivers can book 
online for parent/teacher report afternoons.  Prior to 
2005 the college had moved from the MUSAC software 
management system to Integris (the Ministry of 
Education, which left the choice to schools from the 
competitive open market and then rated the various 
systems and brought Integris out in front), but the poor 
take up of Integris by other schools saw the Head Office 
move to Perth and it became functionally impractical to 
continue, and the college moved to the locally designed 
KAMAR.  The on-going development of Information 
Communication Techonolgy (ICT) occupied many hours 
of the ICT committee, chaired by Ricky Feutz.  Constant 
cost constraints and rapid technological development 
caused the staff to view the college as always in constant 
catch-up mode.  The best possible was achieved within 
the constraints.  

Decade long pressures on the management of school 
finances has meant the need for careful stewardship, 
constant juggling and the need to raise ever more to 
cope with demand.  Three Financial Managers had 
control throughout the 10 year period.  Sue Weal reigned 
until term three, 2007 and then the position went to 
her assistant, Accounts Clerk Jacqui Chapman (Jacqui 
had previously been the database manager).  Maggie 
Stewart was then appointed Accounts Clerk.  A decision 
to return to live in England saw Jacqui resign in 2011 
and after interviews the decision made to give the job to 
Susan Quinn who remains, assisted by accountants clerk 
Maggie Stewart.  A qualified Accountant, Susan Quinn, 
like her predecessor, took charge of administering the 
office and her innovative monthly report to the Board 
of Trustees Operations sub-committee was a welcome 
straight forward explanation of the monthly accounts.  
Heads of Departments came to respect Susan’s vigilant 
approach to their financial situation.

The need to generate additional funding saw the careful 
management of, and applications to, various Trusts.  
Carefully policed by Dave Randell as to who could apply 
for what, the application process was managed through 
the Sports Office.

International Students had become a significant feature 
of the college with 75 students enrolled in 2004 from a 

variety of countries – amongst others from Germany, 
Hong Kong, Thailand, Brazil – with Roy Ballantyne as 
Director of International Students.  The decade ends with 
73 students enrolled, still from a variety of countries and 
Roy Ballantyne still as Director of International Students.  
Ably supported by an office staff of three – Joan Troy 
has been constant in her employment – management 
and numbers have remained consistent.  This has been 
due to aggressive marketing – spear-headed by Dave 
Randell and Roy Ballantyne – because a majority of New 
Zealand schools saw a marked decline in numbers over 
the decade.  An ever more global world of education 
saw a marked increase in student, staff and Principal 
overseas travel.  Initial Board Chair approval saw 
the college pay for both Dave Randell and his wife to 
travel together, however increasing pressure saw this 
continue only when his wife Jude was actively working, 
chaperoning students or assisting with marketing. When 
she was accompanying Dave to International Principals’ 
Conferences / International Educational Law Association 
Conferences, Jude paid her own way.  Dave readily 
agreed to this arrangement.

The need for continuous improvement saw a number of 
staff work to improve their qualification.  Sandy Boubee 
(PE & Health), Jason Ellwood (HOF Mathematics), Jean 
Grattan (HOF Science) and Pip Woodward (Deputy 
Principal) all completed or are working towards their 
Masterate Degrees.  The awarding of a Ministry of 
Education Study Grant entitling the equivalent of one 
day a week off school, has helped facilitate this study.

Keeping abreast of educational innovation has seen travel 
overseas – Ricky Feutz to Australia for ‘Boys Education’; 
Jude Brown to Australia to look at Flexible Learning 
Environments; Pip Woodward to present in San Francisco 
and Bruce Farthing to undertake a detailed review of 
History pedagogy in England and North America.

Dave Randell has regularly attended International 
Principals’ Conferences in South Africa, New Zealand, 
Canada and in 2015 Scandinavia, and used his 
sabbaticals to bring back new ideas.  Both management 
and staff have regularly attended relevant New Zealand 
conferences judged to be of significance.

The increasing politicisation of education has brought 
visits by the Minister of Education and both Prime 
Ministers – Helen Clark and John Key – and these 
coupled with the college’s regular involvement in PISA 
(International testing regime which ranks nations) and 
three ERO visits, have all subtly added pressure to the 
management/staff and therefore the Board, through 
endless meetings to work through initiatives and develop 
strategies.  It has been important to keep these in-line 
with the college’s strategic plan.

Management has added significantly to the co-ordination 
of education beyond the school gates, across the city of 
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Tauranga and the Western Bay Of Plenty.  Jude Brown 
has managed Alternative Education.  Ricky Feutz 
has managed the college’s off site Outdoor Education 
Centre – Oteora, Bruce Farthing has chaired the WBOP 
Secondary / Tertiary Committee and Pip Woodward 
currently represents the BOP on the National Secondary 
School DP/AP Association.  Dave Randell has chaired the 
local Secondary School Principals’ Association for many 
years.  All this work has helped to grow the reputation of 
the college and bring satisfaction to individual careers.

Success of various past students has helped increase the 
college’s reputation.  Amongst other noted successes 
are the announcement of Richard Higgins as the 
NZ 2011 Rhodes Scholar, Emma Dwight gaining an 
entrance Scholarship to Harvard University in 2013, 

Core Values
These core values are the foundation for the policies and procedures of Otumoetai College
•  Belonging and Connecting – a responsive learning environment that acknowledges the potential and diversity of all and  
 is committed to ensuring all members feel they belong and are valued.
•  Growing Strong Relationships – the importance of productive and trusting learning relationships are seen as paramount  
 in strengthening learner engagement, presence and achievement.
•  Life long, life wide learning – all learners have the opportunity to develop skills, knowledge and attributes that will   
 equip them to be learners for life and successfully contribute and successfully respond to a changing global world.
• Promoting high expectations- create a climate and culture where there is shared responsibility to articulate and model  
 high achievable expectations for all learners.
•  Serving our community – commitment to contributing to the community through a range of initiatives both student and  
 staff led.  These initiatives strengthen partnerships, utilise the diverse expertise available, build a strong sense of  
 altruism and are responsive to unique needs of the wider community.
Guiding Principles of this plan
1. The “Otumoetai Way”: this reflects the school’s vision and values and has been co-constructed by all members of the  
 school community through a consultation process.  It is envisaged that this will be further developed and launched by  
 students school-wide and will articulate a shared ‘mantra’ that will guide both students and staff to build a safe and  
 supportive learning culture encouraging excellence for all learners in all areas of school life.  
2. All school wide policies and procedures are responsive and reinforce the partnerships and collective responsibility of the  
 wider school community.
3. To use qualitative and quantitative data, education research, skill and experience of staff to inform all decisions  
 impacting on learning and school operations.  Quality teaching and learning is based on informed and sound   
 pedagogical practice and meaningful learning is paramount.
4. Apply the equity in learning principle promoting learning opportunities for all.
5. School wide policies and procedures relevant to the learners are based on restorative practices and the building of   
 learner resilience.
6. The Treaty of Waitangi principle’s: Participation, Protection and Partnership are used to guide and support all decision  
 making that impacts on the  achievement of our Maori students. 
7. The Strategic Plan aligns to the Charter, Financial Management and 5 Year Property Plan.
8. Annual planning and reporting of specific targets and achievement.
  The Senior Leadership Team will prepare an annual plan that defines specific and measurable targets for the year.   

Each learning area will then develop their own annual plan that will reflect the action required to achieve these targets.    
Annually reports will be presented to the Board and wider school community on key information on performance, 
achievement and behaviour at year level, departmental and school wide.

9. A commitment to resourcing according to proven need, quality employment, and continuous improvement of all aspects  
 of school plant, equipment, buildings, grounds and specialist facilities.
10. Board and management will work together to ensure quality employment of the best available staff, supported  
 by responsive professional learning opportunities and a robust Performance Management framework.

Jonathan Cullen gaining a Cambridge University PhD in 
Engineering and then being appointed to the Staff, Rhys 
Macowns, PhD Scholarship to the University of London; 
Reuben Lee’s PhD from the University of Delf and his 
subsequent appointment to the executive team of Phillips 
International, and Sonja Farthing’s Medical School 
Awards.  All this proves that the college has provided 
and continues to offer a world class education.

In term 3 2014, Dave Randell returned from his sabbatical 
re-energised to co-ordinate his management team and 
lead the college forward into the next 50 years.  He can 
justifiably be proud of his achievements (in April 2013 
the staff celebrated his completing 25 years as Principal 
of three schools) but he remains very aware of the 
challenges ahead.

lanPS trategic

2012
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Emma Dwight
Student 2009 - 2013
Approxima Accessit 2013 
Outstanding Scholar Award  
Harvard University 2014

The taffS
Chapter Two

2013 staff photo

Richard Higgins
Student 2001 - 2005 
Approxima Accessit 2007
Two Scholarships (NZQA) 
Rhodes Scholar 2012

Zac Taylor
Student 2003 - 2007 
Awarded the College’s first 
Outstanding Scholar Award under 
the post 2002 NZQA structure

Otumoetai College has continued to be fortunate in 
acquiring quality staff – the reasons remain the same as 
during the first forty years – the location in one of the 
most attractive parts of New Zealand and a well-earned 
reputation.

As the decade closes, four current staff have completed 
over 25 years’ service, seven current staff have completed 
30 years’ service and seven past staff completed 30 years’ 
service. Current staff who have completed over 25 years 
of service are; Colin Mossong, Chris Pearson, Francis 
Dunham, Larry Dixon, Doreen Swetman and Barry 
Dick, and current staff who have completed 30 years (but 
under 40) of service are Roy Ballantyne, Iain McGregor, 

Paul Furneaux, Bruce Farthing, Alan Galletly, Keith 
Macown, Mike Livingston and Carolyn Harrowfield.  
The commitment they have both individually and 
collectively made, and continue to make, amounts to 
an enormous contribution.  In most cases their children 
have been educated at the school and their partners 
heavily involved across the areas of academica, sport 
and culture.  Thirty years of service is now recognised 
by dated photos of those who met the criterion, being 
framed for the interior wall of the college administration 
block.  Student numbers remained remarkably consistent 
across the decade and staffing numbers therefore equally 
consistent.  Because of the size of staff, Faculty resource 
rooms came to increasingly ensure staff loyalty first 
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to their Faculty.  Some Faculties were further divided 
into Departments.  Faculty leaders actively discouraged 
across-Faculty teaching and increasingly not only was 
lunch eaten in Faculty Resource Rooms but also morning 
tea.  The staffroom was often near empty at lunchtime.  
Staff relations within Faculties were in the main very 
strong and a ‘collective’ faculty view to issues was clearly 
apparent.  This is what the staff came to know and 
were comfortable with, yet it was frustrating at times 
to management wanting to initiate cross-curricular 
initiatives as these were sometimes met with “can we 
please meet/action within our Faculty”.

Persistence by management saw an across-faculty 
approach to Professional Learning / Development in 
latter years.  Despite this strong traditional Faculties 
/ Departments system of operation, there was within 
them, innovative pedagogy (teaching methodology).  
Across such a large staff there was observable difference 
in pedagogy from traditional transmission through to 
pupil-centred learning approaches, but as the decade 
continued the latter became increasingly evident.  
Heads of Faculty / Department had the responsibility 
of ensuring learning methodologies and assessment 
regimes – accountable through Deputy Principals to the 
Principal and the Principal’s nominee (Bruce Farthing) 
in relation to NZQA issues.  The appointment of new 

staff saw the HOF/HOD working with the relevant 
Deputy Principal.  Faculties were divided between 
Deputy Principals for liaison to advise the Principal of, 
amongst other matters, who should be offered a position 
in their department.

A characteristic of the decade has been the retirement 
of long serving staff and the handing over to a younger 
generation.  In 2012 Graham Leigh retired, having 
handed over HOD of the Guidance Department in 2005 
to Grant Nissen, and then remaining part-time.  Henry 
Dixon retired as HOF Mathematics Department in 2012 
and was replaced by his deputy, the much younger 
Jason Ellwood.  Hiriwa Curnow retired in 2013 after 
33 years and Maori language teaching fell to the much 
younger Debbie Rahurahu who was appointed HOD 
of Maori at the end of 2014.  Alistair Blair also retired 
after 29 years of teaching.  Sheena Miller was appointed 
Deputy Principal of Te Puke High School in 2009  and 
the Head of English position that she left behind was 
filled by Dave Shefferd.  Colin Mossong stood aside 
as HOD Visual Arts in 2013 and the position was filled 
by his deputy Sarah-Jane Smith.  Jean Grattan 
headed Science, Larry Dixon headed Social Science, 
Kay Farthing headed Pathways/Careers/Gate-way, 
Vicky Jeffares headed Music, Mandy Rowe headed 

Left: Larry Dixon as 
Father Christmas.
Right: Sandee 
Boubee and Lara 
Richardson as 
Santa’s little helpers 
with Charles Leota

Staff Christmas Party

Former Principal Peter Malcolm, DP Bruce Farthing, Former Head 
Girl Maria Lawry, Jonathon Cullen husband of Maria ex student and 
on staff of Cambridge University, former Head Boy Simon Wheatly Mark Williams joined the staff in 

1976 and after years of heading the 
Languages Department, retired in 
2008 and died a year later in 2009.
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Drama and Performing Arts, and Kevin Meyer headed 
Technologies throughout the decade.  The Business 
Faculty, headed by Alan Galletly, introduced the once-a-
term ‘market day’ and underlined the importance of new 
learning opportunities being added to the curriculum 
as societal norms continue to shift.  The ever increasing 
professional demands placed on teachers by NCEA 
assessment, moderation, performance management, 
personal inquiries amongst others, have resulted in a 
lower uptake of staff involvement in extra-curricular 
activities.  2014 saw parental involvement in directing 
and helping backstage operations to stage the college 
show, and fewer staff involved on a regular basis 
with sport.  The percentage of students involved in 
extracurricular activities remains high, as does parental 
involvement.
Unfortunately, and sadly, there have been teachers who 
have died when members of the staff or when recently 
retired.

Helen Woods, who joined the staff in 2000 and rose 
to become the Assistant Head of English, sadly was 
diagnosed with cancer at the end of 2004 and bravely 
continued to teach and battle the condition until her 
death on Boxing Day, 2010.  Her funeral service was 
held in the Performing Arts Centre on 29 December 2010 
where Bruce Farthing, who had helped tutor her to be a 
teacher, delivered a eulogy on behalf of the staff.  Helen’s 
son, Petar, was educated at the college from 2003-2007.

Janine Goldthorpe, Principal’s PA 2001 - 2013

Hamish Miles, Database Manager 2005 - 2007

Heather McIntosh, Office Typist 1995 - 2008

Jillian Peck, Accounts Clerk 1995 - 2007
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Aerial shot school tauranga

College Map and Photograph 2014
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A school is not the land or buildings, it is he tāngata, 
he tāngata, he tāngata – the people, the people, the 
people.  Yet there cannot be a school without land and 
the buildings do remain important, but the construction 
and maintenance of them takes up hours and hours of 
management time.

Volume One of ‘Life Enlightened by Learning’ page 32, 
reads, “The school has been redeveloped to a standard 
which now makes it the envy of almost every secondary 
school in the country.” (2001/2002)

Starting in early 1999 the great majority of the school was 
rebuilt, meaning many hours of input by management 
and frustration for the teaching staff.  The rebuild was 
essentially complete for the start of the 2002 school year.  
Very fortuitously, Dave Randell took over control as 
Principal in October 2000 and although not involved in 
the initial design work, he was there to see the project 
through to its final completion.  Again from page 32 of 
Volume One, “Dave Randell was able ‘to get blood from a 
stone’ when apparently the amount agreed upon for new 
Astroturf went from zero dollars to $50,000 to $100,000 to 
$200,000 within minutes.”

Dave has a particular interest in plant and can only 
be described as a brilliant project manager.  Guiding 
his property team he has single-handedly ensured the 
maintenance of the plant to be amongst the best in New 
Zealand, and proven himself an innovator to overcome 
problems, e.g., the 2007 placing of the Business Faculty 
Resource Room in the internal stair lobby of G Block and 
adding an external stairway, saved a whole classroom.  
The major problem that came to exist by 2012 – leaking 
buildings – was not of his making but nevertheless left to 
him to work through.

Every year Dave ensured the enhancement of the 
teaching environments and the school grounds.  In 
2005 a large and small grandstand (moved from the old 
Baypark) were moved to sit alongside Windsor Road, 
to make for comfortable seating when watching sport.  
They were to become known as the ‘Randell’ stand and 
the ‘Henderson’ stand.  The old changing room complex, 
opposite the canteen, was converted to a staff / referee 
changing room and a weatherproof outside cover was 
erected in front of the canteen.

In 2006 a two-storey Health & PE classroom block, 
including two full classrooms and a kitchen, was added 
overlooking the fields.  The area can be divided by 
soundproof doors into three parts.  Underneath is an 
extensive area for storage of sports gear.  Pre-fab number 
2 was converted into another computer room and the 
over-generous entrance ways into D Block (English) and 

F Block (Mathematics) were converted into additional 
office space.

In 2007 another additional computer room was added 
to B Block for Graphic Art and there was a focus on 
additional car parks – extending the existing one 
alongside the Windsor Road entrance to the Action 
Centre and adding more between J1 and K Block.  The 
old tennis pavilion against the north wall of the original 
gym facing the Astroturf, was renovated into changing 
rooms.  On the other side of the Astroturf a memorial 
garden was constructed as a place of remembrance for 
those students who have died in the last decade while 
enrolled as students of our school.  Sadly 7 past students 
are remembered: Jordan Crokett 13/10/2006, Sarah 
McLean 16/12/2006, Daisy Fernandez 1/01/2008, Rose 
O’Brien 26/12/2008, Kieran Judd 17/02/2009, Anthony 
Hill 4/03/2009, Samantha Mouat 3/04/2010.

Memorial Garden
The major project of 2006-2007 was the long awaited 
renovation of ‘A’ Block.  The decision had been made in 
1998 to finance the teaching and learning spaces first and 
leave the Administration ‘A’ Block to last.  The money 
ran out and the Admin ‘A’ Block was never touched.  
Dave Randell decided it could wait no longer, the final 
decision coming after the May 2005 flooding of Tauranga, 
when a civil emergency was declared and Ricky Feutz’s 
office became an internal waterfall.  The old office and 
senior management offices, along with the Dean’s Room 
and A1 Music classroom, were all demolished and 
replaced after 15 months of construction. The school 
gained a new formal entrance and students could 
access the Deputy Principal Offices from the revamped 
courtyard.  A new room for the Deans included space 
for the Senior Administrators and new separate offices 
for the Attendance Officer and Database Manager.  The 
old staff room was converted to the now A1 Music Room 
and a new staffroom built upstairs (enhanced by Darryn 
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and

uildingsB
LChapter Three



14

The whole ‘A’ Block redevelopment cost over $3 million 
and was finally completed in 2008 with the installation of 
a new sound system, widening of the doors, and a ticket 
office – since disbanded and used as additional storage 
space by the main office.

In September 2009 the college signed a new 5 year 
agreement with the Ministry of Education which 
guaranteed finance for maintenance and upgrades 
and the engineering firm BECA completed a 10 year 
landscaping programme to enhance the school grounds.  
The 5 Year Plan was to be of value but the 10 year 
landscaping plan was to prove a waste of time.  A quieter 
year on the building front, new bus shelters were built as 
was a new student BBQ area.

The 2010 developments saw construction begin on a 
new Special Needs Unit (the previous building was 
demolished) an additional office and classroom (K10) 
added for the Pathways/Careers Department inclusion 
of the ever growing Gateway Programme and a 
purpose built ICT Technician Room.  J3 classroom was 
refurbished as a Wharekai and plans drawn up for a 
revamp of the Art Block that 
had not been part of the 10 
year earlier remodelling of the 
college.

In 2011 the $900,000 Special 
Needs complex was opened 
by Simon Bridges and work 
got underway on the new Art 
Block.  Both the PE staff and 
the Mathematics Department 
saw their staff faculty rooms 
modified and in the case of PE 
enlarged as well.

Marshall’s beautiful carving of the Western Bay on the 
background of stainless steel).  Twice the size of the old 
staffroom, it rested over 10 new practice music rooms.  
A new Drama Room was constructed on the Windsor 
Road side of the Performing Arts Centre with additional 
storage space and a new purpose-built Uniform Shop.  
Using the knowledge and skill of Iain McGregor, the 
old assembly hall was converted into a Performing Arts 

Centre – with the stage lower and extended and new 
wings added – creating a stage the equal of Baycourt.  
When new terraced seating and new lighting was 
installed, this major revamp created an auditorium 
worthy of praise. 

2008 also saw an addition al area built for motor 
mechanics in C Block to house the growing popularity of 
the automotive course.

Opening of the new Special Needs complex 2011 
by MP Simon Bridges
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The internal area of the Action 
Centre was remodelled, creating 
a corridor from the Windsor Road 
entrance, and significantly better 
storage.  The outside look of the 
school was changed when money 
was made available to implement 
part of the landscaping plan and 
a new garden and seating areas 
were established between F and 
G Blocks.  Some minor alterations 
were made to the Deans’ Room 
(partitions and a new meeting 
room), the library, and A3 Drama 
Room had a new polished floor 
installed for the teaching of Dance.  
In 2012 the Art Department was 
very grateful to move into the new 
B Block, a block into which Colin 
Mossong and his team had had a 
major input.  However, the two big 
upstairs rooms remained on hold 
due to lack of finance.  The Performing Arts Centre was 
carpeted and new seating installed.  The original school 
tennis pavilion, by now a set of changing rooms, was 
changed again - this time into a Sports office ‘shop’ and 
home to all school (and sporting) uniforms.  No one was 
more pleased than Debbie McBride who administered 
uniform distribution as she now had room to move.  All 
shade cloth across the school was replaced, planning 
got underway for a new ablutions block for the marae 
– Okohanga – complex, and available ‘workday’ money 
was spent on further gardens and seating in the main 
quad.

The marae ablutions block was completed in 2013 and 
discussions began in relation to all the on-site ‘leaky’ 
buildings that followed from the 1999-2002 school 
upgrade.  Discussions continued all year with plans 
constantly changing and real frustration for Dave 
Randell and Deputy Principal Jude Brown who Dave 
placed on the building committee.  The year ended with 
only one action – five old prefabs were placed on the 
edge of the field for classes to be temporarily rehoused, 
causing the ‘Henderson stand’ to be moved alongside the 
Randell stand on Windsor Road.

2014 saw the discussions on remodelling the school 
continue but at least some action got underway.  The 
Tech classes all used the reconditioned prefabs as the 
Block was re-roofed and re-clad.  It is expected that 
this will be completed by the end of January 2015, 
just in time for the 50th reunion.  A small change, but 
making a significant difference, was the remodelling 
of the Library to bring the former New Zealand room 
and Archives room (now far too small) into the main 
library.  The office, originally built for and used by 
Continuing Education, was no longer required for that 
purpose after the government withdrew funding for 
the programme and it was converted into the school 
Archives room.

740 computers onsite – supported by 27 servers and 
the availability of Ultra Fast Broadband cabling down 
Windsor Road – resulted in the decision to activate 
the School’s Network Update Project (SNUP) over the 
December 2014/January 2015 summer holidays.  One 
outcome was the requirement for a much larger server 
room and there was no alternative but to once again 
move the Archive room into the former print room which 
does have the advantage of being air-conditioned, and 
placing the significantly bigger server and the printer 
into the original Continuing Education office.  The 
decade ended with the completion of the two rooms 
upstairs in B (Art) Block to become a conference room 
and an extra classroom and an attractive staircase in 
order to reach them.

Otumoetai College is a well-resourced school by any 
national or international definition and this is as a result 
of very careful stewardship by four Principals, the 
various Boards and very competent ground staff.

The 2005 College tractor

Market Day 2012
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Line   81 Line   82 Line   83 Line   84

Class 81A  
T 1

81B  
T 2

81C  
T 3

81D  
T 4

82A  
T 1

82B  
T 2

82C  
T 3

82D  
T 4
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T 1
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84D  
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Yr 9 Grp A 
ALA  +  3  +  
HomeRoom 

1 

ALL 
students in 

Group A  
AND 

Group B 
merge 

together to 
do 

Option Line 
81 

E E P P 

All 
students 
in Group 
A merge 

to do 
Maths 

P 

ALL 
students in 

Group A 
merge 

together to 
do Option 

Line 84 

ALL 
students 
in Group 
A merge 

to do  
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students 
in Group 
A merge 

to do  Soc 
Studies 

E E M 

Yr 9 Grp B 
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ALL 
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Group B  
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Group C 
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Group B 
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students 
in Group 
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ALL 
students in 

Group C 
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Studies 
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do 
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together to 
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A 
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82 
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83 
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5 classes 

P E E E 

½  of Group 
B 
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rest do 
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½  of Group 
B 
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81 
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82 
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Group C 
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do 
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s 
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½  of Group 
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rest do 
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C 
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rest do 
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ALL 
students 
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do 
OPTION  

81 

P E E 

ALL 
students 
in Grp C  

do 
OPTION  

83 
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Throughout the 2005-2014 decade the school structures in 
which the curriculum was delivered remained constant.  
The only exception was additions. What did change, 
however, was the process and means of delivery that 
took place both in and out of classes.

By 2005 both societal change and technological change 
had forced the Ministry of Education to conclude that 
the 1992 National Curriculum was in urgent need of 
updating.  The past view of the curriculum was to 
transmit defined information and the 1992 curriculum 
had remained skill and knowledge focused.  More 
was now demanded.  Society was demanding young 
people be enthused and skilled to continue with life-
long learning and be creative in their thinking and 
questioning of knowledge.

The final years of the decade saw some staff involvement 
with helping to shape this curriculum nationwide and 
then as time went on and led by Bruce Farthing, full staff 
involvement as to how the revised curriculum would 
impact on Otumoetai College.  The national document 
was completed by 2007 with a full implementation date 
of 2010.  Central to this revised curriculum was the 
emphasis placed on growing ‘key competencies’.  They 
are Managing Self, Relating to Others, Participating and 
Contributing, Thinking and Using Language, Symbols 
and Text.  More complex than skills, the competencies 
draw on knowledge attitudes and values in ways that 
lead to action.  They are not separate nor stand alone.  
They are a focus for learning – and they enable learning 
in every classroom.

The curriculum document is a statement for a holistic 
education for the young of New Zealand.  When placed 
beside the outcome of the local parent consultation, they 
are the two pillars that underpin the college’s strategic 
plan.  In 2010 a group of Year 9 students drew up their 
interpretation for the college and it has since come to 
symbolise what the local college stands for.

More concise achievement objectives were defined; in the 
revised curriculum a second language area was created 
and the Arts and Technology areas of the curriculum 
considerably expanded.

Additional Learning Programmes at the College for 
example in Health, Dance, Performing Arts Technologies, 
Digital Media and Digital Science, Robotics, Food 
Technology.  Spanish followed from this development.  

Most Professional Development Learning through 
2005-2009 was focused on staff interaction with an 

understanding of the new curriculum.  It was a very 
significant shift in direction and given the quite general 
achievement objectives that related to secondary schools, 
there was always the danger of the ‘enacted curriculum’ 
remaining same old, same old with regard to teaching 
methodology.  Full implementation was in 2010 and 
this was followed by full implementation of the NZQA’s 
aligned standard assessment in 2011 for level 1, 2012 for 
level 2 and 2013 for level 3.  The full implementation date 
of 2010 coincided with the 21st birthday of ‘Tomorrow’s 
Schools’, and as was always intended by that structure, 
the school was responsible for ensuring the staff were 
up-to-speed. 

 The Education Review Office (ERO) would be the 
Crown’s external agency for rating the school’s 
performance and reporting to the college Board 
of Trustees.  The school was visited by ERO three 
times during the decade – 2006, 2009 and 2013.  The 
ERO reports were always very complimentary about  
management, teaching practices and student successes.  
Particularly successful features were regularly 
mentioned, for example the pivotal role of the Learning 
Centre and Pathways programmes in addressing the 
individual learning needs of students but a central theme 
has remained constant across the decade – the disparity 
of achievement results between Pakeha and Maori.

Addressing this issue was highlighted in the 2013 report 
and has become increasingly more urgent and therefore 
central to Staff Professional Development and Learning.  
Since her appointment to the staff in 2008, Pip Woodward 
has focused on leading the combined brief of Staff 
Professional Development and Maori Achievement.  Pip 
has increasingly and rightfully married the two and as 
the decade closes in 2014 the college is working with the 
Ministry of Education’s ‘Building on Success’ programme 
to gain traction.  As a nation New Zealand has one of the 
greatest spread of education outcomes in the developed 
world – which is reflected at Otumoetai College.

The decade’s ‘additions’ to the school curriculum were 
also of considerable significance particularly given that 
approximately 85% of the Year 9 intake will remain 
at school until the end of Year 13 and not all of these 
students are ‘academically’ focused.  These ‘additions’ 
are facilitated learning in the practical vocational arena 
and have witnessed strong working relationships with 
a range of alternative providers.  These opportunities 
have been facilitated by the Ministry of Education 
Funding regimes, eg. Secondary Tertiary Alignment 
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Funding (STAR) for by NZQA permitting ‘Memorandum 
of Understanding’ with outside providers for both 
instruction and assessment.

The college established close working relationships 
with the local BOP Polytechnic, and other providers of 
assessment material, who provide materials for learning 
programmes to be taught within the college and then set 
and grade the assessment materials.  Examples of these 
courses are Marine Studies at both Years 12 & 13 and also 
Early Childhood.

Of even greater significance was the introduction of the 
national ‘Gateway’ programme in 2007.  Being a decile 8 
school meant that this college was one of the later schools 
to be signed up by the controlling arm of government - 
TEC (Tertiary Education Commission).  The programme, 
which has been implemented by Kay Farthing HOD 
Pathways/Careers, provides government funding for 
a set number of students to gain both practical work 
placement and access to assessment of related vocational 
standard credits, in a vocation of their choice.  Funded 
for approximately 80 students the college has regularly 
managed over 100 students in the programme.  The 
programme has been very time consuming to implement 
because of initial interviews and tracking of all students.

The college’s Pathways/Careers department has further 
made available work experience to even more students, 
worked with agencies to gain access to apprenticeships, 
established not only Employment Skills classes but also 
the Directions programme where students who are out 
of school on work placement can return on one or more 
days a week to work towards obtaining the all-important 
Literacy and Numeracy credits and other related 
vocational standards.

2014 saw the eventual establishment of the Western 
Bay of Plenty Trades Academy organised through the 
Western Bay of Plenty Secondary / Tertiary Committee, 
chaired by Bruce Farthing.  Yet another government 
initiative, the Western Bay of Plenty was turned down 
on the first round of applications in 2009 but the 
eventual intervention of the local national MP’s (both 
cabinet Ministers – Simon Bridges and Tony Ryall) 
brought success.  Provisioned by the WBOP Polytechnic, 
the Trades Academy operates on the Polytechnic’s 
Windermere Campus and in 2014 offered six one day 
a week vocational courses.  The college selected Year 
13 students in their second year of Early Childhood 
Studies as their initial uptake group. A separate funding, 
‘Cashed up Funding’, means that the Trades Academy 
provider gains 20% of funding allocated to the student 
for one day’s tuition while the College gains 80% to cover 
the balance of the week.

Another continuing development over the decade 
2005-2014 has been the growth of offsite ‘Alternative 
Education’ run as a citywide government funded 
consortium with a set number of places allocated to each 
school – it has been administered by Otumoetai College 
for the 10 year period by Deputy Principals Robyn 
Pettigrew and Jude Brown.  Intended for students who, 
for whatever reason, struggle to function in mainstream 
classes, it has an inadequate number of places and is 
poorly funded, paying staff at teacher-aide rates yet 

with an expectation of full professional delivery and 
assessment of programmes.  A few students have been 
successfully integrated back into the main stream with 
all credit due to the staff.  The administration has taken 
considerable time for both Robyn Pettigrew and Jude 
Brown because of the requirement for all students to 
have an initial interview, the management of staff and 
resources and the eventual writing of an annual report.  

A lack of government funding, led to the very short 
sighted 2009 decision by government to discontinue 
Continuing Education.  Sue Hawkins had run a very 
successful programme for many years and in 2004 had 
the distinction of having her Otumoetai College profile 
for Adult and Community Education (AEC) used as a 
national exemplar by the Tertiary Education Commission 
of New Zealand. After the release of the government’s 
decision the college briefly reviewed being able to sustain 
the programme without government funding but it soon 
became apparent that the economic figures would not 
stack up and hence the decision to shut it down.  In a 
large suburban area with access to limited community 
opportunities, it was to the disadvantage of many.

In summary the staff’s view of the last decade has been 
one of ‘change’ (not that there is anything wrong with 
change – just the ‘pace of change’).  There have been 
many new initiatives – each with their own merits – but 
those additions and the very few removals have led to an 
increasingly full professional life for staff.

The Deans’ System
The Deans’ system has remained central to the college’s 
operation.  The decade began with the appointment 
of two Senior Administrators – Iain McGregor and 
Christine Pearson who successfully for a decade have 
assisted the Deans at every level as they have had to 
manage an increasing range of complexities – social, 
behavioural and academic. This increasing complexity 
over the decade has been accompanied by an ever 
increasing use of outside agencies.  The Ministry of 
Education’s Group Specialist Education has seen regular 
applications for High and Complex Needs Funding and 
with the demise of Residential Schools (consequence 
of a government decision), applications for Intense 
Wrap Around Funding.  These applications and then 
their subsequent success means hours of work finding 
staff and facilitating individual educational plans.  The 
ever increasing growth of the Northern Health School 
and requests to the Ministry of Education for early 
exemptions are further evidence of a number of young 
people struggling to fit within the ‘normal’ programme, 
and the increased workload of Deans and Deputy 
Principals.

Deans’ meetings have continued to operate throughout 
the decade but as the decade has moved forward 
they have increased in size.  Chaired by a Deputy 
Principal at Years 9 & 10 in 2014 they are attended by 
the two year level Deans, the appointed Guidance 
Department representative for the year level, the HOD 
of the Learning Centre and the Advanced Learner Co-
ordinator.  At Year 11 a representative of the Pathways/
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Careers Department is added but at Years 12 & 13 the 
HOD of the Learning Centre and Advanced Learner Co-
ordinator no longer attend.  Four Deputy Principals and 
five year levels has seen the Principal chair Year 13 and 
the Deputy Principal who has bought that year group 
through, return to bring in a new Year 9.

Just as the personnel in attendance has grown so has the 
number of tasks.  Monitoring of student achievement 
has become an increasing focus, encouraged in 2012-
2014 by the Ministry of Education’s drive to ensure that 
all 18 year olds achieve NCEA Level 2.  In order to raise 
national achievement the government has no alternative 
but to push forward with the target.  Tools to assist this 
process have been developed.  A computer program 
which uses to a traffic light indicator – green, orange, red 
– to indicate whether students are on track to meet their 
target and improved staff ability to mentor students have 
been funded and supported by Professional Learning.  
Reporting ‘tracking’ progress to the Ministry of 
Education is a further pressure on the College to ensure 
success for these young people.  The College signed up 
to the ‘Behaviour for Learning’ Framework initiative 
in 2012 and used the opportunity to focus on enforcing 
positive behaviour. Extended form periods over the last 
two years of the decade have been used to teach positive 
behaviours.  A large involvement in the subject selection 
process and co-ordinating approaches to parents/
caregivers and outside agencies have now become an  
integrated part of agendas for Deans’ meetings and 
extended out to all form teachers who are in much more 
regular contact with parents/caregivers than in past 
years.

Guidance
2003 saw Guidance, International and Pathways/Careers 
move into their new permanent home but by the end of 
2014 they are ‘bursting at the seams.’

Graham Leigh who gave thirty years’ service to the 
Guidance Department retired in 2012 having given up 
the HOD position to Grant Nissen in 2005 and gone 
part-time.  Grant in turn gave up the HOD position in 
2013.  Joy Maehe was appointed to the full time position 
of HOD Guidance for 2014.  Helen Armstrong resigned 
in 2013.  The team expanded to three (though Grant 
remained part-time).  The Wellness Centre of which 
Guidance is a part expanded 
to include a school nurse, 
a public health nurse, a 
physio and a medical doctor 
onsite once a week for two 
hours.  Drug and Alcohol 
counselling has been 
available throughout the 10 
year period.

Pathways/Careers – which 
has come to work closely 
with the Learning Centre 
and Guidance has also 
grown significantly under 
Kay Farthing’s leadership, 
facilitating work experience 
and associated in-school 
programmes on an individual 
student basis.

2014 Junior School Interim Report 2014 Senior School Report NCEA Summary

Dux Cup 

Otumoetai College
Term One Interim Report 2014
Year 10

Otumoetai College

The purpose of this report is to provide a conversation starter for the Parent-Teacher meeting to be held
in the Performing Arts Centre (PAC) for Year 10 on Thursday, 8 May,  3.30 - 6.30 pm.

10DVHSonya Chisnall

Subject Effort BehaviourAttendance
Periods/Out of

Student Information is available via the Parent Kamar Web Portal  - Your Username and Password that has
been mailed to you will be required. Direct Web Address: https://kamar.otc.school.nz

Digital Science (Full Year)
5 5

Mr A Galletly

73/ 78

English
5 5

Mr J Devine

99/ 104

Mathematics
5 5

Mr M Livingston

96/ 101

Physical Education/Health
4 5

Mrs J McGrath

74/ 78

Science
5 5

Mrs C Blears-Woodcock

96/ 102

Social Studies
5 5

Mr P Newton

99/ 107

Technology Food & Nutrition (Half Year)
4 5

Ms J Leslie

26/ 26

Form Teacher: Mrs J McGrath,  Mr D Herring Mrs J Mawer
Mr A Rapley

Deans:

PAT RESULTS: The stanine scores for a particular year level show the position of a student’s achievement in
relation to other New Zealand student’s of the same year level. Scale scores are divided into nine levels of
achievement called Stanines with the lowest performance level being Stanine 1 and the highest, Stanine 9.
The average is a Stanine 5.

All allocated grades are on a 1-5 scale with 5 being the highest.
EFFORT is a measurement of the student's application to work

BEHAVIOUR is a measurement of the student's responsible interaction
with staff and other students

Stanine 6
Stanine 4
Stanine 3

PAT Reading Comprehension - Test 7 - Year 10
PAT Mathematics - Test 7 - Year 10
PAT Reading Vocabulary - Test 7 - Year 10

Deputy Principal: Mr R Feutz
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LEVEL 1
Year 11
Accounting 
Art Visual 
Building/Construction Trades 
Business 
Computer Skills 
Computing 
Digital Media 
Digital Science 
Drama 
Economics 
Electronics 
Employment Skills 
English 
English / Literacy 
Geography 
Graphics & Design & Visual Com 
Health & PE 
History 
Horticulture – NCEA 
Horticulture – Industry Based 
Hospitality 
Illustrated and Sonic Arts 
International English 
Japanese 
Mathematics 
Maths Alternate 
Maths and Statistics 
Maths Numeracy  
Mechanical Engineering 
Media Studies 
Music 
Music Contemporary 
Musicianship 
Office Skills 
Performing Arts  
Physical Education 
Science 
Social Science 
Spanish 
Sports Science 
Te Reo Mäori 
Technology Food 
Technology Metal 
Technology Soft Materials 
Technology Wood

LEVEL 2
Year 12
Accounting
Art Design
Art Exploration
Automotive Studies
Biology
Building/Construction Trades
Business
Chemistry
Classical Studies
Computing 
Dance
Digital Media
Digital Science
Directions
Drama
Early Childhood Studies
Economics
Electronics
Employment Skills
English
Fashion & Design
Gateway
Geography
Graphics/Design & Visual Com
Health
Health & PE
History
Horticulture (Practical)
Hospitality
International English
Japanese
Marine Studies
Mathematics
Maths Alternate
Maths and Statistics
Mechanical Engineering
Media Studies
Music
Music Contemporary
Musicianship
Office Administration
Outdoor Education
Performing Arts Technologies
Physical Education (Practical)
Photography
Physics
Science
Sociology
Spanish
Sports Education
Sports Science
Statistics
Te Reo Mäori
Technology Food
Technology Metal
Technology Soft Materials
Technology Wood
Tourism & Travel 

LEVEL 3
Year 13
Accounting
Art Design
Art History
Biology
Business
Calculus
Chemistry
Classical Studies
Computing 
Dance
Digital Media 
Digital Science
Directions
Drama
Early Childhood Studies
Economics
Electronics
Elite Sports Programme
Employment Skills
English
Fashion & Design
Gateway
Geography
Graphics/Design & Visual Com
Health
History
Hospitality
Japanese
Making Music
Marine Studies
Media Studies
Music - Co-curricular
Music - Making Music
Music Studies
Office Administration
Outdoor Education
Painting
Performing Arts and Technologies
Photography
Physics
Science
Sociology
Spanish
Sports Education
Sports Science
Statistics
Statistics and Probability
Te Reo Mäori
Technical Skills
Technology Food
Technology/Product Design – Metal
Technology/Product Design - Wood
Technology Soft Materials
Tourism & Travel

Senior courses to be offered in 2015
All Year 11 and Year 12 students study 6 subjects.
All Year 13 students study 5 subjects.
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Performance has remained an integral part of the life of 
music students. We have developed many groups over 
the last ten years.  Students now have the opportunity 
to be involved in ensemble singing:  girls’ and boys’ 
choirs, barbershop singing and mixed voice choirs.  Our 
Symphonic Band is our largest performance group with 
numbers in the fifties some years. This group is a feeder 
band for our Jazz Band which is an auditioned group of 
senior students, very well-rehearsed and winner of many 
awards.  We have also formed a development concert 
band for young or inexperienced players who are not 
quite ready for Symphonic Band but who are 
still keen to play with others. 

Three years ago we formed a string orchestra 
which is gradually developing into an 
outstanding performance group.  We also 
have involved our drummers and guitarists 
in percussion and guitar performance 
groups.  Both of these groups have been 
wonderfully successful in providing a forum 
for large groups of students to develop 
leadership and team skills.  They have also 
been an extreme crowd pleaser with the 
wider school community.

The College has been committed to providing 
opportunities for students to participate and perform in 
National and International Music Festivals.  Otumoetai 
College has attended four International Festivals in 
Hawaii and Sydney, Australia. These were organised 
by World Projects and included performing in a range 
of interesting venues including the Sydney Opera 
House, adjudicated performances and workshops with 
internationally renowned conductors, and of course 
cultural exchanges with bands from different nations 
including Australia, USA, Japan, Canada and China.  
For all involved these festivals have provided a unique 
sense of community as a result of the fundraising and 
preparation for the group, the parents travelling with 
the group and the events themselves. The College parent 
community, in particular Deanne Stewart (mother of 
Brittany and Logan), Nikki Gorman (mother of Jack and 
Olivia,) Sue Neal (mother of Janita, Linda Ellis (mother 
of Lauren), and Jo Tisch (mother of Ellen and Luke) have 
been incredibly supportive of these ventures.  We have 
even had Mr Randell ‘drop in’ on the travelling groups. 

Rhapsody Rotorua is a wonderful international festival 
on our back door step that provides adjudication for 
individual group performances as well as combined 
inter-school exchanges; the students enjoy meeting 
musicians from both NZ and Australia.  The Waikato 
Itinerant Festival, National Concert Band Festival and 
Big Sing are annual festivals where our students have 
excelled, often winning Gold Awards or festival specific 
awards. 

Two of the most exciting series of annual competitions 
are the Smokefree Rockquest and Play it Strange 
Songwriting competitions.  These are student driven 
competitions where musicianship no longer remains 
teacher directed but becomes student initiated.  Our 
success at both regional and national level with 
Smokefree Rockquest and ‘Play it Strange’ has launched 
a number of our students into the professional world 
of music.  These include: Joseph Thompson (Joseph 
and Maia), Antony Jeffares and Ryan Mulligan (Please 
Please), Jono and Mark Perkins (Tom Lark), Lydia Bennett 
and Mat Patrick (Ryfe), Christian Brendorfer,  Christian 
Tjandrawinata, Josh Yong, Logan Stewart, Lauren Ellis 
and Oscar Laven.

ulturalCA ctivities

Chapter Five

Winners of the Bay of Plenty Chamber Music 2013 
Lisa Westerby, Ella Eager and Sophie Coates

College Rock Bands 2008 - 
TALES vs IRRELEPHANT
Back Row: Jonathan Perkins, Rudolf 
(Rudy) Van Niekerk, Antony Jeffares, 
Matthew Patrick, Michael Patrick
Front Row: Ryan Mulligan, Logan Stewart

Music
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We have had a number of excellent workshops with some 
outstanding musicians including: Rodger Fox,  
David Squire, Shona Laing, Jeremy Redmore, Mike 
Chunn, Antony Jeffares, Joseph and Luke Thompson.

All these festivals give students an opportunity to 
practise regularly, perform, and most importantly build 
friendships with a common passion.  The success of our 
students at these events is a reflection of the extensive 
rehearsal time, dedication and hard work of both 
students and staff in the Music Dept. 

To this end we hold an annual ‘Music Camp’ at 
Matamata which has become a highlight for the students.  
This camp is over three days and provides all groups 
with an opportunity for uninterrupted rehearsal, 
playing on the water slides,  master classes, mentoring, 
impromptu music performances, having a go on new or 
untried instruments or groups and having a great deal of 
fun over a weekend of shared music and performance.

Finally, ex-students of the College will be pleased to 
know that the Annual Talent Quest lives on.  This event 
is produced by the Creative Arts Committee (Year 13 
students) and has remained a highlight in the College 
Calendar.  Not only is talent of the college showcased but 
the student committee prepare and manage the event, 
include the Art students in ticket and poster design, 
liaise with Mr McGregor about technical production 
and promote the event, all great learning experiences to 
produce a fantastic production.

We have developed and run many new initiatives 
throughout the last ten years.  Our most important is the  
Creative Arts Awards which is an evening to celebrate 

Malcolm Jack  
2010 National Rockquest finalists
Joshua Young, Barry Anderson, Nick 
Newman, Mat Patrick

Jazz Band 2007

our students’ success throughout 
the year.  The evening 
encompasses performance, 
exhibitions and awards for 
visual arts, technology, music, 
drama and dance.  Deserving 
students are awarded colours, 
cups, trophies and scholarships.  
The Creative Arts Committee, 
with help from other students, 
manages this event.  This is a time 
for the College to promote to their 
peers our creative side.

The academic music programme 
has seen great change over the last 10 years.  Now that 
the curriculum and NCEA are firmly established so has 
the diversity in subjects offered.  At the Junior School in 
Years 9 and 10 music remains a popular option choice.  
Students take a practical course and learn the beginnings 
of composition, performance and music theory which 
complements other instrumental tuition.

The Junior courses prepare students to cope with the 
diversity of assessments in the Senior School.  We 
offer three music courses at Year 11 including music, 
contemporary music and musicianship.  Each of these 
courses is designed to promote learning music for not 
only students with a strong musical background but also  
those who have discovered a love and ability in music 
since reaching the College. 

In the Senior school we now offer at least two music 
subjects at each year level.  These reflect student interest 
in performance – solo and group, composition, music 
works, recording techniques, aural and score reading.  
Academic results have remained consistently high and 
over the past four years have included scholarships in 
Music.

We have had the privilege of having outstanding staff 
employed in the school over the past ten years.  Joanne 
Bain inherited the department and did a sterling job 
of setting up a solid base in which the department 
has developed and grown .  Joanne and her partner 
returned to New Plymouth in 2003 and Vicky Jeffares 
was appointed Head of Department. Vicky started with 
only 20-30 students involved in Music.  Her outstanding 
vision and infallible energy and enthusiasm have 
led to a team of wonderful staff contributing  to the 
exciting,  vibrant, and busy department we have today, 
catering to over 250 students school-wide.  Our special 
thanks to Andrea Evetts, Lewis Martin, Jacquie Finney, 
Tracey Thorpe, Brenda Oakley and Kelly Hayward who 
have all contributed their talent and dedication to the 
department, and have all left such a positive impact 
on the school before leaving to further their careers 
and lives.  Currently Matt Bodman, songwriter and 
performer, and Kelly McNamara, jazz guitarist and 
performer, along with Vicky are the dedicated staff 
forging a path for the current and future music students.  
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The Music staff has been ably assisted by our Arts 
Coordinator Leigh Johnston.  Many of our endeavours 
would not be possible without her administrative 
support.

Music teaching staff are ably assisted by Itinerant Music 
staff who teach our students on a weekly basis.  These 
teachers teach small groups of students in woodwind 
(flute, clarinet and saxophone), guitar, keyboard, drums, 
percussion, voice, strings (violin, viola, cello and double 
bass), brass (trumpet, trombone, euphonium, french horn 
and tuba) and bass guitar.  Our teachers are a wonderful 
group who put in many hours coaching students 
through to solo and group performances for academic 
achievement, as well as giving up their weekends and 
evenings to contribute at camps, concerts, festivals and 
competitions. They form wonderful rapport with the 
students to help them reach their full potential.  They 
have worked hard with the smaller groups of Year 9 
students who are so new to the school and introduce 
them to the world of music. 

All in all it has been a fantastic decade for the music 
department.

Drama
In 2003, Iain McGregor, the College’s Drama teacher from 
1985, handed the mantle over to Mandy Rowe, who was 
appointed to the staff from England. An experienced 
Drama teacher, Mandy’s first production for the College 
was 2004’s production of Return to the Forbidden 
Planet. The musical directors were Jason Ellwood, a 
Maths teacher and sometime-saxophonist, assisted by 
Sean Gaskell. We saw the first of many appearances by 
Joseph Thompson, as Captain Troy Tempest, Ryan King 
as Cookie and Michael Ralph as Ariel the Robot. The 
female lead was played by Sheree Moanaroa, who then 
went on the following year to lead an equally strong cast 
in Fame the Musical. The high energy, colourful show 
featured choreography by Year 11 student Michael Ralph, 
who was to be the first of many students to showcase 
their choreographic talents in an Otumoetai College 
show. Once more, we saw fresh talent emerging with 
Maia Potier’s enchanting performance as Iris, Phillipa 
Perkins as Serena and the unforgettable portrayal of 
Mabel, by Sarah Newland. 

 Under Mandy Rowe’s directorship alongside Musical 
Directors Petrina Thomas-Chisholm and Matt Bodman 
(both ex-students of the College) the College shows have 
continued to thrive, with High School Musical in 2007, 

Jekyll and Hyde in 2009 and Footloose in 
2011.  High School Musical was the first 
show to be performed in the College’s 
newly re-modelled Performing Arts Centre 
and was a complete sell out. We were 
entertained by Melanie and Matt Lee, a 
brother and sister duo, playing the brother 
and sister roles of Sharpay and Ryan. 
Other leads were impressively played by 
Antony Jeffares, Britney Stewart, Kirsty de 
Jong, Jonathan Perkins and Chase Douglas 
with Maia Potier stepping up as lead 
choreographer.

Jekyll and Hyde in 2009 saw a return to 
the Baycourt stage, with a stunning performance led by 
Matt Lee, Samantha Cotton and Charlotte McConnell. 
Choreography was capably led by Kelsey Henderson, 
who also went on to choreograph Footloose in 2011. 
Footloose was a high energy musical packed with dance 
numbers, which featured amongst others, the talents of 
Cole Ebeling, Luke Wison, Amelia McNabb and Abigail 
Moses.

The College took a slight change of direction in 2014, with 
Mandy Rowe taking on the role of Production Manager, 
whilst Matt Bodman took the role of Musical Director, 
working alongside our first out of College Directors, local 
talents Dave and Lisa Wilson. Their production of Guys 
n Dolls was very well received at Baycourt, showcasing 
once more a high level of skill amongst our students. Ella 
Sussex, Calista Nelmes, James Lellman and Josh Pereira 
led a talented cast, with Matthew Henderson as the 
larger than life Nicely-Nicely Johnson.

On alternate years, we were treated to a wide range of 
Junior and Senior plays during this time period such 
as Stepping Out, Gizmo, Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory, Our Day Out, Daisy’s Disastrous Daydreams, 
The Golden Pathway Annual, The Secret Diary of 
Adrian Mole and Confusions. This, along with the end 
of year public performances required by NCEA, and the 
establishing of Lo Madas, the College’s musical theatre 
group, has ensured a busy and varied schedule of Drama 
within the College.

In 2008, Mandy Rowe established Dance as part of the 
curriculum at Otumoetai College, alongside Performing 
Arts Technologies. This subject has gone from strength 
to strength, with showcases of Dance performances 
taking place twice annually. For the last four years, 
students have also choreographed and performed in 
the national Stage Challenge competition, under the 
guidance of Dance teacher, Jane Harnett. They have 
produced some stunning performances, gaining multiple 
placings and awards of excellence. Student leadership 
is a particular feature of this competition and has 
allowed the choreographic skills of many students to 
shine. Especially noteworthy were the efforts of Georgia 
Wilson, Remma McArdle, Amelia Scott, Becky Ellers, Jess 
King, Leilana Dunn, Paige Henderson and Milly Blake. 

As the Drama department has grown, so too has the 
number of Staff. Currently there are 4 specialised Drama 
teachers at Otumoetai College, in comparison with 1.5 
staff members in 2003 when Mandy Rowe arrived at the 
College.

Choir 2009
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Jekyll and Hyde  2009 College Production 
Matthew Lee and Samatha Cotton

Cast of Jekyll and Hyde 2009

 Musicals     
2002 My Fair Lady   
2004 Return to the Forbidden Planet
2005 Fame     
2007 High School Musical  
2009 Jekyll & Hyde   
2011 Footloose    
2014 Guys n Dolls

 Drama Productions
2001 Cosi
2003 An Evening with Mohere
2006 Stepping Out
 Gizzmo
2008 Our Day Out
 Charlie and the  
 Chocolate Factory
2010 The Golden Pathway  
 Annual
 Daisy’s Disastrous  
 Daydreams
2012 Confusions
 Secret Diary of Adrian Mole
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Debating and Public Speaking

Since 2004, debating and public speaking has continued 
to flourish at college, with entertaining presentations 
from energetic and thoughtful participants.  Students 
have competed in numerous competitions, from inter-
class / across school debates to the Manu Korero, and 
Royal Overseas League speech competitions.  Under the 
continued tutelage of Sheena Millar, notable successes 
in this early time period included victories in 2004 at 
the regional Russell McVeagh Debating Competition for 
Daniel Miles, Sonja Farthing, and Richard Higgins.  In 
speech competitions, Richard and Sonja came first and 
second in the local United Nations Speech Competition, 
with the former awarded second place in the national 
event.

The same two speakers enjoyed speaking success in 
2005.  Locally, Sonja Farthing reversed the result from 
the year before by winning the local United Speech 
competition, and then performed admirably in the 
Wellington final.  Also, Sonja was awarded third place 
in the Royal Overseas League Speech Competition.  In 
debating, successes came in the Bay of Plenty Interschool 
Competition with the senior team of Sonja Farthing, 
Richard Higgins, and Laura Fisher winning their 
argument with Katikati College.  Also, the junior team of 
Philip Zander, Jennifer Fellows, and Ashley Ellis defeated 
their opponents.

Like those before her, in 2007 and 2008, Mikayla 
Zandstra enjoyed success in the United Nations Speech 

Competition.  As a Year 11 student – and the youngest 
competitor – she achieved a commendable third placing 
in the local 2007 event, but went two steps further in 
2008, beating students from across the region to qualify 
for the national final, where she was awarded a highly 
commended result.

In recent times, successes have come in the Waikato 
University Mooting Competition, the Lions Speech 
Contest, and the newly established Tauranga Debating 
Tournament.  The 2012 mooting team of Aislinn Morris, 
Georgina Read, and Zac Klavs achieved an outstanding 
result, coming second regionally, while Zac was named 
best overall speaker.  In 2013, Kurtis Boyed achieved 
success at the Waikato / Bay of Plenty level for the 
Lions competition, while in 2014 the junior ‘A’ debating 
team, comprised of Chloe Almey, Bradley Cornwell, and 
Carys Robson were the inaugural winners of the junior 
inter-collegiate competition, receiving the Helen Almey 
trophy.

As debating and public speaking have thrived at college, 
staff help in guiding students has been crucial.  During 
these years they have been actively involved in preparing 
for competitions, from assisting with material to holding 
practice sessions, or providing transport.  In particular, 
the following deserve recognition for their efforts:  
Sheena Millar, Emma Hall, Eloise Stephen, Hiriwa 
Curnow, Carolyn Dwight, Kim White, Ed Weston,  
Anna Gunson, and Aimee McNaughton.

Stage Challenge 2014
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Oteora, the college’s outdoor education centre, has 
continued to be an important facility for the college.

In 2004 a decision was made to engage professional 
outdoor education providers to help run the Year 9 
camp programme.  This decision had the effect of taking 
some of the pressure of responsibility off staff while 
enabling them to more closely observe and interact with 
members of their form group.  In this regard the college 
was fortunate for several years to be able to benefit from 
the excellent service provided by Gavin and Stacey from 
Adventurous Minds.

The campsite has also had use on an annual basis by 
Year 12 Biology students who use the setting for internal 
assessment studies.  This has helped to promote the 
vision of Oteora as both an educational and a recreational 
resource.

2008 saw a successful move made to register the 
Oteora Trust Board as a charitable entity with the 
Charities Commission.  This was consistent with the 
original intention of the campsite to be an educational 
and recreational resource for the benefit of people at 
the college or in the community.  The acquisition of 
charitable status was also useful in helping to acquire 
financial support for further developments on the site.

These developments saw the creation of a toilet block, 
including flush toilets, in 2011 and 2012.  Over the 
summer of 2012-2013 a new challenge/problem-solving 
feature was also constructed adjacent to the campsite.  
These developments enabled the campsite to safely cater 

for increasing numbers of students while also enhancing 
their learning experience.  Recognition must be given 
to the outstanding work of Lawrence Birks in helping to 
bring these developments to fruition.

The Trust Board is also very grateful for the financial 
support provided by Environment BOP, Bay Trust, Pub 
Charities and the Rotary Club of Te Papa.  Without this 
assistance, these developments would not have been 
possible.

The changes to the campsite have been carefully 
managed so as to preserve the special nature of Oteora.  
As opposed to most other outdoor centres, Oteora 
provides an experience which may be seen as ‘closer to 
nature’.  Unless the weather dictates otherwise students 
sleep in tents.  There is no electricity on site.  Students 
cook their evening meals on gas cookers.  Such an 
experience is a novelty for many 21st Century teenagers 
and is all the more valuable for being so.

It was pleasing to see the campsite included in an edition 
of the ‘Country Calendar’ TV programme in April 2014.  
It was also appropriate that Barry Dick featured in this 
programme in recognition of the huge time commitment 
which he has made over many years to Oteora.

As the college celebrates its 50th anniversary the 
Mackerseys, the Trust Board and college staff can reflect 
with pride on a facility that has been used by thousands 
of students.  Although their time at Oteora was brief, 
many students remember it as a highlight of their college 
career.

teoraO The Outdoor Education Centre

Chapter Six
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1. The old Administration Block falls.
2 & 3. The new Administration Block grows -    
 (2) front view;  (3) back view.
4. The new Administration Block complete.
5.  The old Staff Room becomes the new Music Room.
6. The old Staff Room.
7. Back of the old Deputy Principal’s offices.
8. Back of the new Deputy Principal’s offices.
9.  Darryn Marshall’s carving of the Western Bay of 

Plenty in the new Staff Room.
10. New Staff Room.
11.  The old Assembly Hall becomes the Performing Arts 

Centre
12. Iain McGregor

1

2

3

4
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5

7

9

8 10

6

11

Iain, who in 2014 completed 30 years’ 
service ‘masterminded’ the renovation 
of the old Hall into the (PAC) Performing 
Arts Centre.

12
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New Sports Pavilion

Memorial Gardens

Special Needs
Air Bridge between 
F and G Blocks
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Current Staff who have completed over 25 years but under 40 years service

Collin Mossong

Roy Ballantyne

Doreen Swetman

Mike Livingston

Chris Pearson

Barry Dick

Carolyn Harrowfield (Librarian)

Larry Dixon

Paul Furneaux

Keith Macown

Francis Dunham
(Gateway Co-ordinator)

Alan Galletly
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International Food
Festival

Eating Competition 
in the Quad

Mufti Day for 
Bookarama

International Food
Festival
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Celebrating Rugby World Cup

Advanced Learners Trip to Auckland 2012

Haka for the Prime Minister’s Visit

Tahlia Dalton Talent Quest
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Students embrace year level colours

The Senior Leadership Team embrace their year level colour

Ms Woodward

Mr Randell

Mr Farthing                    Mrs Brown

Mr Feutz “rests 
during sessions” 
and Mr Farthing 
“leads” during 
their respective 
year 12 leadership 
camps

Mr Randell’s 
office  
changes into 
“his” colours
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Celebrations were held to mark 40 years as a staff member.
Henry Dixon 2009                     Stewart Henderson 2012

Debbie McBride and Paul Braddock ready for the Sports’ Prizegiving 2012

Steve Gilvear, Mihi Mahoney, Kevin Meyer and Margaret Waaka, making Waka for the  
Maori Celebration Evening - 2008



36

The Otumoetai College strategic intent drawn in 2011 by Josh Piho, Angela Fearnley, Hannah Ouellet and 
Morgan-Leigh Lynds. It symbolizes “our” waka (vehicle) floating on the calm waters of Otumoetai and on 
“the values”  we believe and aim to embed. The prow is the vision and the paddles are the “tools” to move us 
forward to a more equitable future.

The Symphonic Band plays in the Sydney Town Hall 2007
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Trek 2006
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staff which meant a much better integrated use for the 
school and community.

In 2008 Noelene Stafford retired and Jenny Kirk was 
appointed to the role.  The Sports office staff continued 
to grow and well-known coach Paul Braddock joined 
in 2004, and Christine Matthewson in 2012.  Jenny Kirk 
retired in 2013 and Paul Braddock was appointed to head 
the Sports office, and ex-student Abbie Johnson was 
appointed in 2014.

Regular meetings of the Foundation continued and 
a strategic plan was drawn up.  However, the change 
in national policy meaning schools could not access 
external charities, and a change in the original 
membership of the trustees, meant that the initiative 
slowly ebbed away and all the real work was left to the 
Sports office staff.  The decision was finally made to 
bring all sport back under the school’s management, rest 
the Sports Foundation and disband its Board of Trustees.  
Its life had provided a useful purpose in highlighting the 
need for more efficient administration and coordination 
of all those involved in college sport, and its objective 
lives on today through the Sports office.

Athletics
In 2005, Stephen 
Buckley and 
Heather Peters 
travelled to the 
4th World Youth 
Championships 
in Morocco.  
Stephen 
competed in the 
Octathlon and 
Heather in the 
Pentathlon.

2006 saw Val 
Bromley and 
Murray Chell 
coaching and the 
college produced 
11 Bay of Plenty 
champions and 
five Waikato/

Sport is an integral part of college life at Otumoetai 
College.  The work of the Sports Department (as opposed 
to PE) has grown significantly over the past 10 years.

The 2014 staff, led by Paul Braddock, comprise Abbie 
Johnson, Chris Matheson and Debbie McBride, with 
staff liaison, Stewart Henderson.  Throughout the last 
decade Jenny Kirk and the late Noeline Stafford added 
a huge impetus to the department to put it where it is 
at the end of the decade.  The evolution of the Executive 
Sports Committee (see Chapter 7) has added to the 
mana of sport at the college.  It is difficult to cover all 
aspects of sport from each year individually, but the 
successes are highlighted in this chapter and as many 
of the achieving students and coaches as possible are 
recognised.  Of necessity there is a concentration on 
the A teams or premier teams of a sport, but junior and 
lower grade teams’ successes are also highlighted.  The 
college magazine, ‘Trek’, is the annual record of team 
achievements for that year.

On the initiative of Stewart Henderson a Sports 
Foundation was established at Otumoetai College 
in 1998.  The initiative was required due to the huge 
increase in the number of students wanting to participate 
in sport, the need to coordinate support for sport 
coaches, and the understanding that physical activity 
and teamwork provisioned through sport results in 
significant benefits to students’ health, self-esteem and 
success.  This was headed by Stewart Henderson who 
also continued to fulfil his teaching role at the college

An important progression in 2001 were the actions 
taken to formalise the Foundation into the ‘Otumoetai 
College Sports Foundation’ and a Board of Trustees 
was established, chaired by John Burke.  Mrs Noelene 
Stafford was appointed as CEO to head the Trustees’ 
Sports Office.

The Foundation’s objectives were to maximise 
participation, support excellence, assist coaches and 
provide resources for administration and funding.  The 
community was hugely involved and still is in providing 
coaches and management personnel for the many teams 
and individuals playing sport.  Otumoetai College has 
grown its sport representative participation to an average 
46% of the school roll.  In 2014 the figure is 49%.

Significant funding by external charities in the early 
years of the Trustees’ operation was achieved and then a 
national policy change saw schools no longer qualifying 
for this assistance.

In 2007 the Action Centre facility came under the 
management control of the Foundation’s Sports office 

S porting
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Deborah Paine running for New Zealand in the  
Australian Secondary Schools Cross Country  
Championships. 
Deborah was the first New Zealander to finish.
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Bay of Plenty champions – Anna Fullerton, Amy 
Christophers, Tracey Hale, Michael Cochrane and 
Stephen Taylor.

In this great year for ‘our athletics’, Tracey Hale was 
national 80m hurdles champion, and 4 x 400m relay team 
of Tracey Hale, Anna Fullerton, Talia Andrews and Kylie 
Tietjens was also a national champion.

2007 and 2008 produced very little in the way of athletics 
achievements, but in 2009 six college records were broken 
at the college athletics sports – Kylie Tietjens, Mark 
Spalding, Emily McCormick, Janine Joyce (20 year old 
javelin record) and Jacob Marton, Senior boys 1500m and 
3000m.

Only one record was broken at 2010 Sports – Anna-Lisa 
Uttley in 3000m Senior girls.  This was the first time the 
new athletics track at the Domain was used.  Athletes to 
achieve 1st in Bay of Plenty were Emma Jackson, Aneta 
Buckley, Claudia Richardson, Joseph Reynolds, Josh 
Mason, Nathanael Butler, Robert Sargent, Tamati Jory 
and Vanessa Hill.

2013 Athletics Sports saw three new records from Ollie 
Read – high jump, William Raisbeck – 200m and Jaysha 
Tippens – 3000m.

In 2014 our BOP winners were  Junior Girls, Grace Nepia 
in the shot put, Jade Schiska in the discus, Claudia 
Richardson won the Senior girls high jump and Ruben 
Clinton won the Intermediate boys hurdles.

Basketball
This is a sport that has enjoyed highs and suffered lows 
over the last 10 years.  Information about teams in 2005, 
2006 and 2007 is very sketchy.

Boys

In 2008 the Senior A Boys finished 13th out of 20 at the 
regionals but won the final of the local competition 
beating Mount College.  Standout players were Jed Misa 
and Matthew Bray.  The Junior A finished the regular 
season 2nd in the local competition.  Tournament week 
saw this team playing some of the best teams in the 
country and finishing 6th.

2009 saw the Senior A Boys finish 13th out of 22 in the 
National qualifying tournament involving teams from 
Bay of Plenty, Waikato and South Auckland.

In 2010 the college fielded six teams in the local 
competition (3 girls and 3 boys).  The best result was the 
Junior Boys coached by Tim Ebeling, beating Tauranga 
Boys’ in the final.  In the regional competition they 
finished 12th out of 24 teams.  The Senior Boys improved 
two places from the previous year to 11th.

2011 was an historic year for our Senior A Boys in the 
modern era.  They won the Baywide competition beating 
Tauranga Boys’ College in the final.  At the BBNZ Zone 
2 Premierships the team enjoyed two wins and then 
two losses to the top two teams and then had to play 
Tauranga Boys’ College to qualify for the National 
Secondary Schools Tournament for the first time! Which 
they did!

The team placed 12th at Nationals.  Standout players 
were Derone Raukawa, Alex Schipper, Theo Johnson, 
Adam Braddock, and Jamal McGreuer.  In this year the 
Junior boys also won the Baywide title and finished 7th 
at the BBNZ Premier Tournament.

In 2012 coaches Andy Mackay and Tod Sharland had to 
refocus the team after a superb last year.  The season was 
dogged by injuries and disruptions but again proved to 
be successful.  The boys managed to qualify for Nationals 
by ousting the favoured Hamilton Boys’ in a double 
overtime thriller. They finished 24th at the National 
Championship.  Theo Johnson was selected in the NZ 
U18 team.

In 2013 the Senior A Boys finished 2nd in the local 
competition but did not quality for Nationals.

2014 saw both Junior and Senior A sides qualify for semi-
finals in the local Tauranga competition.  The Senior A’s 
finished 3rd in both the BOP and Tauranga competitions.  
The team, coached by Julie Adamson finished 8th in 
the BBNZ Zone 2 competition.  Standout players were 
Jack Neale, Cameron Stewart and Landon Ebeling.The 
Junior A’s, coached by Adam Braddock won the Tauranga 
Competition but placed 10th in BBNZ Zone 2 after an 
unfortunate count back in pool play.  Standout players 
were William Raisbeck and Patrick Neale.

Girls

In 2005 the Junior Girls played in the Senior Grade of 
the local competition and finished 5th from 12 teams.  
Justine Kirk made the tournament team and Western Bay 
of Plenty Reps were Brooke Denham, Lisa Braddock and 
Shayla Whaiapu.

2010 saw the Junior Girls placed 6th in the Bay of Plenty 
Championship.

In 2011 the Junior Girls coached by Tim Ebeling, finished 
3rd at the BBNZ Tournament and the top Bay of Plenty 
team.  Kelcy Ballantyne, Nikita McGruer and Cydney 
Ebeling were selected in the Junior Girls’ Tournament 
Team.

Senior Boys’ Basketball Team winners of  
Tauranga City and Bay of Plenty Secondary Schools 
Championships 12th in NZ 2011
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Kelcy Ballantyne and Cydney Ebeling have been our 
premier girls’ basketballers in recent times and in 2012 
Kelcy was selected in the New Zealand U16 Squad.  She 
has subsequently made the U18 and U19 squads.

In 2014 Julie Castles coached the Senior A Girls to 3rd in 
BOP, and 11th in the BBNZ Zone 2 competition.  Kelcy 
Ballantyne was the standout for this team.  The Junior 
A girls were inexperienced but managed 4th in the 
Tauranga competition and 8th at BBNZ.  Standout player 
was Renee Bennett.

Cricket
Cricket has a low profile at college but success can 
certainly occur – witness the rise to the Black Caps of 
Trent Boult from the college 1st XI.

Information on cricket is sketchy and we only have 
recent data to go on.

In 2011 Year 9 and 10 had success locally in the Gillette 
Cup before eventually losing to Gisborne Boys’ High.  
The 1st XI only lost one game to finish 2nd in the 
Baywide competition.  Standout players were Luke 
Erikson, Julian Bradley, Tim Klyen and Vaughan Wilson.  
Christian MacDonald was selected in the Bay of Plenty 
Junior team.

2012 saw the 1st XI again finish 2nd in the Baywide 
competition and four players posted centuries during the 
season – Julian Bradley, Christian MacDonald, Vaughan 
Wilson and Nathan Macdonald.

In 2013 the college had three teams playing.  The 1st 
XI finished 1st equal in the Baywide competition with 
Vaughan Wilson the standout batsman with one 100 and 
three 50’s.

2014 proved to be a rebuilding year with the team 
finishing 4th out of eight teams in the BOP College 
Division 1 Championship.  Louis Morris was the best 
batsman and Luke Tatley the best bowler.  The 2nd XI 
enjoyed a successful season, outstanding contributions 
coming from batsman Max Delaney (averaging 62) and 
bowler Jack Gordon.

Over the last 10 years, girls’ cricket was only mentioned 
in one Trek, in 2008 when the team finished 3rd in the 
Northern Districts competition.  The captains were 
Samantha Charlton and Abbie Johnson and the coach 
was Danny Hunter.

Football
Boys

In 2005 the 1st XI won the Linwood Cup for the first time 
since 1989, in a penalty shootout in the final.  Isaac ter 
Ellen was the MVP.

In the local league, after a poor start and with only two 
players returning from last season, the team managed to 
finish 3rd.

At the 2006 tournament week the 1st XI finished 6th in 
the Rex Dawkins Cup, with the MVP being Oliver ter 
Ellen.  Notable in this team was NZ Cricket Test fast 
bowler, Trent Boult!

2011 was a very successful season for the boys 1st XI.  
The team was undefeated in the Baywide Youth Premier 
Division.  Rodrigo Mariante scored 42 goals.  William 
Clague was best team member and Matt Hunter, player 
of the year.  At the Papakura Satellite tournament the 
team finished 5th, losing only one game in a penalty 
shoot-out!

2012 saw the 1st XI gain 5th place in the Malcolm Cowie 
Tournament with Xavier Pratt the standout player.

2013 saw the team win the local league with only two 
losses in 15 games.  One of the standout players was 
Brazilian Andrea Garcia and the coach was George 
Hylton.  At the Malcolm Cowie tournament the team was 
10th after a 3-way tie (3 wins and 1 loss) in section play 
saw them miss out on the quarter finals.

In 2014 the 1st XI finished 2nd in the BOP League 
missing out on the top spot by one point.  Tournament 
week provided a big wakeup call for the team but they 
responded with some good wins before injuries and 
fatigue took their toll.  Thanks must go to George Hylton 
for his coaching of the team for the last three years.

2013 Boys 1st XI against Burford College from the UK 
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Girls

In 2005 the 1st XI coached by Simon Hayward and Sean 
Gaskell, won six of their eight games at Tournament to 
finish 4th.

The following year the girls’ 1st XI again finished 4th at 
Tournament but they won the Baywide League with wins 
over Whakatane, Trident and Tauranga Girls’ College, 
who they had never beaten before.  The coaches this year 
were Simon Hayward and Graham Fullerton.

2007 was one of the best years for soccer at the college.  
The girls beat Trident 2-1 to qualify for the top girls’ 
New Zealand Secondary Schools Tournament.  Injuries 
and sickness prevented repeating last season’s league 
win and so the priority became the National Secondary 
Schools top tournament of 26 teams.  The team finished a 
commendable 12th.  One of the highlights was a 3-1 win 
over National Champions, Wellington East.

2009 again saw the team at the Premier Soccer 
Tournament where they finished 21st.  Michaela Julius 
enjoyed a standout season leading the team.

All that is recorded for 2010 is that it was a wet and 
unpredictable season! The Girls’ 1st XI were 2nd at the 
Taupo Tournament.

2011 again saw the girls playing in the Premier 
Tournament and placed 20th.

In 2012 the 1st XI finished 4th in their tournament week 
competition with the standout players being Marika 
Watt, Laura Poole and Brooke Matheson.

Brendon Honey coached the team in 2013 when the 1st 
XI won the bronze medal at the Maurice Hulme Satellite 
Tournament.  Marika Watt was the captain and Brooke 
Matheson scored most of the goals!

Early in the 2014 season the team had to play off with 
Waikato Diocesan for a spot in the top tier winter 
tournament.  The girls played well to win 8-0.  Ranked 
32 out of 32 for the Tournament, the young team finished 
26th and was well pleased with its effort.

Golf
Golf at the college has flourished with staff input from 
Alistair Blair, Henry Dixon and Roy Ballantyne.

In 2005 the college team finished 5th in the Bay of 
Plenty Schools competition.  In 2008 the college won 
this championship with the team of Damon Clark, 
Daniel White, Craig Hamilton and Sam Davis.  This 
team went on to finish 5th at the NZ Secondary Schools 
Championship.

In 2009 the same team finished 5th at Nationals and then 
Sam Davis, Daniel White, Damon Clark and Brad Shaw 
attended the World Schools Golf Challenge in Adelaide.  
The team finished the top New Zealand school and 4th 
overall out of 80 schools. Craig Hamilton and Sam Davis 
were selected in the Bay of Plenty U19 Golf team.

2011 was another big year for golf at college with the 
team of Brad Shaw, Regan Anderson, Chris Charlton, 

Cody Joss, Hayden Henderson and Finlay Balmer-
Allen heading off to South Africa for the World Schools 
Golf Challenge again. The boys’ Golf Pennants team 
of Andrew Jackson, Jack Tisch, Jamie and Hayden 
Henderson finished 2nd in the Bay of Plenty finals.
Brooke Polley took out 3rd overall Nett at the New 
Zealand age group championships held at Oamaru.

In 2012 our golf team competed at the Asia Pacific Golf 
Challenge in Melbourne.  The team comprising Jordi 
Langton, Kane Davies, Hayden Henderson and Jimmy 
Adams won the teams’ Nett Competition.  The best 
individual performer was Jack Tisch. Also, this year 
saw Chris Charlton finish 2nd in the New Zealand U19 
Championships.

2013 saw Chris Charlton successful again, coming 2nd in 
the Golf South Island stroke play competition.

In 2014 the college competed in several golf competitions 
during the year but successes were few and far between!

Gymnastics
This is a sport run mainly outside the college because 
of the need for proper safe facilities.  Recently the sport 
has enjoyed a higher profile due to some outstanding 
individuals.

In 2010 Scott Butler earned a spot in the New Zealand 
Artistic Gymnastics team to tour Australia.

2011 saw Samara Maxwell selected in the New Zealand 
team to compete in Chicago at an International 
Gymnastics meet.  She was 5th on the beam, 7th in the 
vault and 12th on the bar, and in 2013 she competed at 
the Australian Nationals in Sydney.

In 2014 our young team of Kodi Fairhurst, Teresa 
Iaccarino and Stephanie Gillard finished first team in 
their level.

Hockey
Boys

Although not having quite the same profile as the girls, 
the boys’ hockey has experienced some success over the 
years.

In 2005 the 1st XI qualified for Division 1 in the local 
competition and played in the third ranked Johnson 
Cup, finishing 13th out of 16.  Standout players were 
Alan Whiteman (Midlands U21 and Tauranga Men) 
and younger players, Ian Daniel, James Libeau, Alex 
Sutherland and Andrew Cameron.  The coach was Gavin 
Morgan.

In 2008 the college Senior boys enjoyed a great local 
season with only one loss.  They beat Tauranga Boys’ 
College in the final to win for the first time in 12 years.  
The coach was former student, Anne Mackersey.

2009 saw four teams representing the school.  The 1st 
XI was relegated back to the Mayhill Cup after being 
promoted last year.  Rep players were Mark Whitaker, 
Hayden Bruin, Michael Whiteman, Cory Bruin and 
Gareth Stewart.
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In 2010 the 1st XI travelled to Levin to play in the Mayhill 
Cup.  The boys enjoyed some good wins and close losses 
to finish 15th.

2011 saw the 1st XI coached by Lynne Whitaker, 
compete at the Mayhill Cup in Napier and finish 12th.  
The following year, a rebuilding one, saw the team 
coached by Hamish Ashton, finishing 11th in the same 
competition.

2013 saw the 1st XI win the Andy Hayward Cup and 
finish 12th in the Mayhill Cup.  Standout players were 
Ruskin Young, Tyler Bruin, Jack Dey, Zac Cole and Mark 
Aldcroft.

The 1st XI struggled for playing numbers in 2014 but 
finished 12th in the Mayhill Cup.  Thanks go to coaches 
Richard Dey and Ian Hemmingsen.

The 2nd XI were runners up in the Stephen Graham Cup 
as well as the Andy Haywood Cup.

Girls
The girls’ hockey programme has continued to flourish at 
Otumoetai College due to the input of Alan Galletly.  Our 
girls’ teams are always challenging the domain of the 
large single-sex girls’ schools.

In 2005 the Girls’ 1st XI had to challenge and beat 
Gisborne Girls’ High (3-0), for a place in the Marie Fry 
Tournament.  At the tournament they finished 13th so 
would face another challenge in 2006.  Claudia Bell was 
the team captain and Anna Libeau was selected in the 
New Zealand Tiger Turf U16’s.

Information is sketchy over the next three years but 2009 
proved to be an exceptional year for girls’ hockey.  The 
1st XI won the Gilmore Trophy in 2008 enabling them 
to play in the Division 2 Marie Fry tournament.  At the 
tournament, after a patchy season, the team won five out 
of the six games, lost to Christchurch Girls’ and finished 
3rd, good enough for promotion to the top division.  
Outstanding players in this team were Samantha 
Charlton (future Black Stick), Abbie Johnson (NZ Maori 
U21) and Emma Jackson.  Both the 2nd XI coached by 
Paul Collins and 3rd XI coached by Alicia Horan and 
Russell Horan, enjoyed successful seasons.

The high or low light of the season for the  
2010 1st XI was being caught in the massive 
Christchurch September earthquake and 
surviving! It was a rebuilding year for the team.  
They played in the Federation Cup but really 
failed to fire, finishing 13th and were demoted 
for the following season.  The 2nd XI finished 
9th in the Chris Arthur Cup in Wellington.

2011 was one of the best years for girls’ hockey 
with three of the four teams reaching the finals 
of the Tauranga Hockey Association finals.

The Year 9 team coached by Abbie Johnson 
never lost a game all season.  The 3rd XI 

coached by Craig Carter, and the 2nd XI coached by 
Dean Brady, both enjoyed successful seasons.

The 1st XI coached by Alan Galletly, won both rounds 
of the Tauranga Hockey Association’s competition and 
appropriately, the Jo Galletly Trophy for the best team 
in the Bay of Plenty.  Outstanding players were Emma 
Jackson, Anna Charlton, Aneta Buckley and Paige Sly.  
The team finished 5th at the Marie Fry Tournament in 
Whakatane.

2012 saw four teams in the local finals with the 9A team 
beating the 3rd XI in the final of the college grade.  The 
2nd XI, just lost to Aquinas in the 1st XI grade and the 1st 
XI played Otumoetai in the Senior Women’s final.  The 
9A team was coached by Mark Tingey and enjoyed an 
extremely successful season, gaining promotion to the 
college 1st XI grade. The 2nd XI coached by Ross Hamlyn 
finished 5th in the Mary Clinton Tournament against 15 
other 1st XI’s. The 1st XI were a very young team (losing 
nine players from last season) but finished 1st in their 
pool at the Marie Fry Tournament, ending up 8th.

2013 was an up and down season for the 1st XI, but with 
a tough section at the Marie Fry Tournament featuring 
a one goal loss to the eventual winners, Westlake Girls’, 
a win against MAGs and a draw against Rangitoto, they 
eventually finished 10th to stay in the tournament for the 
next year.  The 2nd XI won the bronze medal at the Mary 
Clinton Cup.

2014 saw four girls’ teams playing in the local Tauranga 
Hockey competition. The 3rd XI were 2nd in their 
competition.  The Year 9 enjoyed a successful season 
playing in the senior competition against other schools 
1st and 2nd XI’s.  The team was coached by Ceri Blears-
Woodcock. The 2nd XI, coached by Simon Ward, won the 
Gemma Flynn Cup and finished 5th in the NZ Hockey 
Association’s 2nd XI competition. The 1st XI, fielding 
eight new players, set the goal of retaining their place 
in the Marie Fry Division of the National Tournament.  
Wins against Burnside (Christchurch), Craighead 
Diocesan saw them make the top eight and eventually 
finish 7th and retain their place in the top tournament for 
2015. Georgia Craig, Stephanie Nielsen, Siennah Cowles, 
Sophie Tingey, Grace Burnett and Sophie Gordon played 
in the Tauranga U18 team that finished 5th at Nationals.

Sam Charlton Black Sticks 2009
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Netball
Netball continues to involve a huge number of girls 
in a large number of teams in the local Harbourside 
competition.  It also continues to develop school-aged 
coaches and referees.  Staff member Lara Richardson has 
put in a lot of energy and time over the last 10 years in 
fostering the sport at college.

In 2005 the Premier team was 3rd in the Baywide 
competition and 8th in the B grade of Upper North 
Island Secondary Schools (UNISS) Tournament, and they 
won the Collegiate Championship from Tauranga Girls’ 
College.  Rep players were Bay of Plenty U19 Gold Rachel 
Morgan, Bay of Plenty U17 Gold Hannah Croad, Sophie 
Schuler and Tracy Braddock.  U15 Gold players were 
Amy Christophers and Tiffany Ward.

In 2006 there were 13 teams in the local competition.  The 
Premier 1’s enjoyed a most successful season, finishing 
2nd in the Bay of Plenty and made the finals of their 
division at North Island Secondary School Competition 
with nine wins and one loss, which moved them into the 
A division for 2007.

In 2008 the Premier 2’s, Junior A and 9C won their 
divisions in the local league.  The Premier 1’s had a tough 
rebuilding year but on a positive note Amy Christophers 
was selected in the New Zealand Secondary Schools’ 
team.  The Junior A team won their local competition 
beating Tauranga Girls’ College in the final.  MVP was 
Alex Gardiner.

2009 proved to be an exceptional year for college netball.  
The college was named Netball BOP Secondary School 
of the Year and Lara Richardson, Secondary School 
Administrator of the Year.  Ang Hays-Johnson (Junior A 
Coach) was named Junior Coach of the Year and Mayleen 
Tukaokao (co-coach of Premier 1), Volunteer of the Year.  
The Premier 1’s were runners-up in the college A grade, 
4th in the Baywide and 4th in Division 2 at UNISS.  Rep 
players this year were Amy Christophers (NZ SS Team), 
Kylie Tietjens and Talia Andrews.

In 2010, 14 teams played in the Harbourside Competition.  
In the UNISS B grade the Premier 1’s finished 14th.  Abi 

May was selected in the New Zealand U17 Tournament 
team.

2011 saw 15 teams in the local competition.  Inconsistency 
cost the Premier 1 team a place in the Harbourside finals 
and at UNISS they were 15th.  Rep players were Talia 
Connal BOP U19 Gold and Abi May U17 Gold.  Year 13 
student, Michael Rolleston won the Harbourside Student 
Umpire’s Award.

2012 was a similar type of season with 16 teams in the 
local competition, seven coached by senior students.  The 
Premier 1’s were 5th in Harbourside, 8th in the Baywide 
competition and 27th in B grade at UNISS.

2013 proved to be a more successful season with 17 teams 
in Harbourside competition (seven students coaching).  
The Premier 1 team was 4th in B grade at UNISS (19th 
overall).

2014 saw 19 teams in the local competition.  The Premier 
1 team finished 16th in the B grade at UNISS.  Michaela 
Isaac and Olivia Young played for the WBOP U17 team.  
There were nine student coaches this year at the college.

Rowing
This sport has maintained a steady profile over the years 
due mainly to the efforts of Anna Shaw promoting the 
sport.

In 2005 there were 48 rowers and coxswains.  The 
National Indoor Rowing championships were part of 
the College Games in Hamilton.  Sarah Hamilton won 
the silver medal in the U19 Girls’ Lightweight 500m.  At 
the North Island championships Ethan Bray and David 
Horan won gold in the U15 Double.  At the NZ Secondary 
School’s championships (known as Maadi) on Lake 
Karapiro the U15’s eight took the bronze medal.

In 2006 there were 46 rowers and at the North Island 
Championships teams reached 7A finals and 4B finals – 
unfortunately there were no medals.

In 2007 there were only 21 rowers and only one boy! 
The most successful crew was the U18 lightweight four 

of Kate McPherson, 
Lauren MacDonald, 
Emma Hutton and 
Amanda Cooper, 
and cox Francis 
Jenkins who won 
the silver medal at 
the North Island  
Championships.

2012 Claudia 
Richardson  
defends her play  
making way for the 
pass from  
Kaitlyn MacLean
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In 2008 there were 17 boys and seven girls rowing.  The 
Boys’ U15 quad ended up 12th in New Zealand.

2009 saw 22 rowers.  Kimberley Pilbrow broke the New 
Zealand record for the Girls’ U15 2km indoor rowing at 
the College Games, and Ethan Inglis won two silvers and 
Theresa Steiner a bronze at the same event.

Ethan Inglis and Jeffrey Brayshaw won gold at the North 
Island Championships  and silver at NZ Secondary 
School’s  Championships in the Boys’ U15 double sculls.  
They were coached by Toby Patton.

In 2010 the college rowing moved from Tauranga 
Harbour to Bay Coast Rowing on the Wairoa River.  At 
the North Island Championships, Ethan Inglis and 
Jeffrey Brayshaw won gold and these two joined Matt 
Dearsley, Jamie Moor and cox Regan Phillips, to finish 
4th in the U16 Boys’ quad.  Leah McMahon and Megan 
Thurlow won bronze in the U16 Girls’ double.  The 
weather at Twizel ruined NZ Rowing Championships 
but the U16 quad managed 6th and Josh Houlton 6th in 
the U17 single.

In 2011 rowing numbers were down but Ethan Inglis 
and Jeffrey Brayshaw managed a silver in the Boys’ U17 
double sculls.  At NZ  Secondary Schools Championships 
all the boys reached B finals and Holly McNab and 
Kendall Hofland just missed out on the A final, but won 
the B final to finish 9th overall in the U15 double.

2012 was a rebuilding year with 14 new rowers and a set 
of mixed results.

2013 was more positive with 16 rowers.  At the North 
Island Championships Jackie Van der Velden and Zoe 
Stevenson made the A final then joined Courtney Dyer 
and Lauren Dance in the quad that also made the A final.  
Kendall Hofland and Rosie Van der Velden in the U18 
double and Jamee Lynds and Hannah Ouellet in the U16 
double also made A finals.

The 2013/2014 season started with 11 rowers.  Nick 
Pilbrow in the U17 single and Nick and Dylan Ngatai in 

the U17 double made the A finals.  The NZ Secondary 
Schools  Chjampionships were in Twizel and the small 
squad was pleased to achieve five A finals.

Rugby
Over the past 10 years Jamie Davis, Richard Brown and 
Paul Braddock have put a huge amount of time and effort 
into promoting rugby at Otumoetai College.

2005, in the words of coach Jamie Davis, was an average 
one.  Player of the year was Lewis Hancock, scoring 130 
points.  Bay of Plenty Reps along with Lewis were Paul 
Tietjens, James Meyrick, Sam Turner and David Horan.

In 2006 the 1st XV played a Chiefs Super 14 curtain raiser 
at Waikato Stadium.  The team also won the second 
round of the Baywide 1st Division.  In Sevens the team 
won the Bay of Plenty Secondary Schools Sevens title, 
beating Te Puke 25-12 in the final.  Tries to Tupu Clarke, 
Paul Tietjens and Cody Bryant sealed the victory.

2008 saw the team play in another Chiefs curtain raiser at 
Waikato Stadium, against Waiuku.  They also defeated St 
Andrew’s, a touring Australian team.  The team finished 
3rd in the Baywide competition and Kane Parker finished 
a 2-year stint as coach.  Taylor Jones was 1st XV Player 
of the Year.  The college also fielded two Under 70kg 
teams and two teams in the U14 Bay of Plenty Secondary 
Schools Competition.

For the 2009 season, coach Richard Brown organised 
eight pre-season games for a relatively inexperienced 
team, with some success as the team finished 3rd in 
the Baywide competition.  Standout players were Cory 
Brown (captain), Cameron McQueen, Hayden Jenkins 
and Will Mangos.

2010 saw an U15 XV attend the Gold Coast Rugby 
Carnival.  Sixty teams played in four divisions.  The 
college played in the top U15 division, finishing 3rd, with 
three wins and three losses.  The ‘Spirit of Rugby’ cup 
was won by Ryan Henstock.  This was a very successful 

Kendall Hofland at Maadi Cup, 
Twizel 2014
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year for the college teams with the 1st XV winning 
Division 2; U15’s winning Division 1 and the 2nd XV 
runners-up in the 2nd XV division in the inaugural 
Baywide finals.  This year a rugby invitational team 
attended the inaugural Toll Cup Competition.

In 2011 the 1st XV, coached by Jamie Davis and Paul 
Braddock, earned promotion to Division 1 and made it 
all the way to the finals of the Baywide Competition.  The 
team suffered only two losses during the season.  Jay 
Michalick and Jamal McGruer made the Bay of Plenty 
U18’s and Aidan Ross the Bay of Plenty U16’s.

The 2nd XV, coached by Jeff Kildare and John Baird, 
managed to win through to the top division.  The U14’s, 
coached by Trevor Grainger, finished top of Division 
3.  The U15’s, coached by David Collis and Cody Bryant, 
made the top four of Division 1 but lost in the semi-final.

In 2012 the U14’s finished 7th of 17 teams in the Baywide 
competition, thanks to the coaching of Paul Braddock 
and John Stanley, and the 1st XV finished 3rd in the 
Baywide competition, losing in the semi-final 22-20 to 
Trident.  Bay of Plenty U16 Reps were David Irwin, Matt 
Ensor, Josh Kingsford and Sam Redmayne.

2013 was a memorable season for the 1st XV.  The team 
was unbeaten in the Baywide Competition, won the 
Western Bay of Plenty Shield, the Dick Littlejohn Cup, 

and were the Baywide Division 1 champions.  Bay of 
Plenty U18 Reps were Sam Redmayne, Troy Webber, 
Keegan Long, Tukuora Ngawhika, Matt Ensor and Jordan 
Tahere.  Jack May and Isaiah Duncanson were selected 
in the BOP U16’s.  The coaches were Jamie Davis and 
Richard Brown.  The 2nd XV, coached by David Collis 
and Trevor Grainger, had a mixed season but were able 
to supply the 1st XV with players when needed and 
this engendered a strong camaraderie between the two 
squads.

2014 was really a development year for the 1st XV team, 
but it performed above expections to finish mid-table 
in Division 1.  The highlight of the season was the live 
SKY television fixture against Rosehill College from 
Auckland.  The team played great wet weather rugby to 
win the fixture with captain, Matt Ensor, being player of 
the day.

The U15 team finished 6th in the BOP U15 top division.  
Joel Wisnewski and Ash Henstock made the WBOP U15 
Rep team.

Swimming
Over the years the college, along with the Otumoetai 
College Swimming Club, has produced a plethora of 
superb swimmers, foremost among them Olympian Moss 
Burmester.

In 2005 the college team won the overall title at the Bay 
of Plenty Swimming Championships, winning the boys’ 
event and picking up 2nd place in the girls’.  Notable 
swimmers were Ashley Ellis, Tiffany Ward, Jarrod Evans 
and Jeremy O’Shannessy.

In 2006 ten college records were broken by Ashley Ellis, 
Tiffany Ward (2), Gabrielle Capp (3) and Anneke Jenkins 
(4).  Bay of Plenty champions were Ashley Ellis and 
Tiffany Ward.

At the National Age Group championships in 2009, 
Taylor Armstrong achieved a New Zealand record in 
the 15-year 100m backstroke.  She won four golds at this 
event.  Holly Boyle won two golds and Nathan Capp 
won four silvers in the U16 Boys.  Taylor has gone on to 
achieve a swimming scholarship in the USA university 
system and Nathan was selected for the Youth Olympics.

2010 saw further representative honours for Nathan 
Capp, being selected for the New Zealand Swim team to 
compete in the Trans-Tasman Series.  Both Nathan and 
Taylor achieved great results at the New Zealand Age 
Group Championships.  Taylor broke five Bay of Plenty 
records at the event.

2011 saw Taylor Armstrong break seven school records.  
At the Bay of Plenty Championships she gained 
three 1st placings.  At the New Zealand Short Course 
Championships she achieved a New Zealand Age group 
(Under 17) record for 100m freestyle, nine Bay of Plenty 
records and two Open Bay of Plenty records.

2012 saw the college team again win the Bay of 
Plenty Secondary Schools Mixed Team Trophy.  Kelcy 

Troy Webber out jumps the oppostion to secure more 
outstanding ball
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Ballantyne achieved four 1st places, Brittany Goodrick 
and Stephanie Capp three 1st places each.

2014 proved to be a record-breaking year with 12 
records broken.  Thomas Chaney, the junior swimming 
champion broke six of them and Josh Pickett, the 
intermediate champion  four! Thomas went on to 
compete in the Secondary Schools Nationals, securing 
1st in 200m breaststroke and 200 Individual Medlay.  
Keeley Jones, George Culling, Connie-Pearl Anderson 
and Tem Strickland all gained medals in Division 2. 
Thomas, Joshua and Claudia Capp were all placed at the 
National Age Groups in Wellington, Thomas securing 
two 1st places and Joshua three! Congratulations to Tem 
Strickland who swam at the Youth Olympics in Nanjing, 
China for the Cook Island team.

Volleyball
Volleyball continues to be the major profile sport played 
at Otumoetai College, with success at both junior and 
senior levels in both the boys and girls.  Several of our 
players are now overseas, playing in either the USA 
University system or in Europe.  The strength of the 
programmes at Otumoetai is the continuity of coaching 
staff with Anthony Gadsbey, Shane Blake and Sam Kirk 
on the boys’ side and Stewart Henderson, Keith Macown, 
Jenny Kirk, Mary-Ann Braddock, Tracey Braddock and 
Lisa Braddock along with senior students, on the girls’ 
side.

Girls
In December 2004 the Senior A and B girls competed in 
the Australian Schools Cup with the A team finishing 

with the silver medal and the B team 7th.  The team also 
won the Bay of Plenty Secondary Schools Team of the 
Year in 2004. The Junior A team won the Bay of Plenty 
and North Island titles, defeating Upway (from Australia) 
in the final.  Four players in the North Island tournament 
team were Hannah Croad, Tracey Braddock, Lana 
Marsom and the MVP was Rachael Morgan.

The Senior A team lost the 2005 final to Tauranga Girls’ 
(the team had beaten Tauranga Girls’ four times during 
the season and lost the fifth time!).  Shannen Bagge, 
Simone Head, Renee Hardley and Rachael Morgan were 
all selected in the New Zealand Tournament team and 
the New Zealand Junior Women’s Team to contest a test 
series against Australia.  Shannen Bagge and Simone 
Head headed off to the USA on volleyball scholarships, 
joining Lauren Fleury and Taina Savage.

In 2006 the Junior A finished 2nd in the Bay of Plenty and 
4th at North Island Championships with Jessica Arundel 
making the Tournament Team and subsequently the 
New Zealand U17’s.The Senior A won the Bay of Plenty 
title and the final at Nationals was a replay of the 2005 
final, but this time Otumoetai won 3-0.  Justine Stovald, 
Jade Stamp and Leigh McDonald made the New Zealand 
Secondary Schools Tournament team and Rachael 
Morgan was the MVP.  These four were also selected in 
the New Zealand Junior Women’s Team.

In 2007 the Junior A won the Bay of Plenty title, but 
lost in the semi-final at North Island Championships to 
Trident 2-1.  Amy Christophers and Samantha Charlton 
were selected in the North Island Tournament Team. 
The Senior A girls won the Bay of Plenty Championship 
but lost in the semi-final to McCauley 3-1.  Rachael 
Morgan, Hanna Croad and Jade Stamp were selected 

2012 School Swimming Sports Eden Arkwright  
and Brittney Goodrick in the two closest lanes

2012 School Swimming Sports Kelcy Ballantyne  
as a Year 10 dominated the Senior Girls
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in the New Zealand Secondary Schools Tournament 
Team. In December 2007 the Senior A played in the 
Australian Schools Cup and beat all the Australian 
teams (including Heathfield twice) to come up against 
McCauley High from New Zealand who had beaten us 
at the New Zealand Secondary Schools event earlier in 
the year. Again we lost 3-1, to win a fifth silver medal 
at these championships. The Senior B team, coached by 
Keith Macown, finished 4th in Division 1, an outstanding 
result for a college B team. Rachael Morgan was selected 
as the MVP for the Girls’ Honours Division.  Rachael 
took up a four-year USA volleyball scholarship to Florida 
State where she led the team to a top 4 finish in the final 
year of her scholarship.  She has probably been the most 
successful volleyball player to leave New Zealand and 
play in the USA system.

2008 saw the 10A finish 3rd in the Bay of Plenty but 
13th in the North Island, the lowest position for some 
years. The Senior A probably had its worst Bay of 
Plenty Championship, finishing 5th with two wins and 
eight losses! (Three of the losses were 3-1 and five were 
3-2!)  Seeded 10th at Nationals, the team beat 7th seeds, 
Cashmere in five sets and then got thrashed by McCauley 
before winning the 3 of 4 quarter against Riccarton, and 
the semi-final 3-1 against Waimea, before losing in the 
final to McCauley 3-1.  Jess Arundel, Amy Christophers 
and Rachel Yardley were selected in the tournament 
team.  Melissa Cairns made the New Zealand U17’s.

The 2009 season started with the Junior A’s finishing 
4th in the Bay of Plenty, 5th at the North Islands, losing 
the quarter final to Upsway (Australia).  Melissa Cairns 
and Aneta Buckley were selected in the North Island 
Tournament Team. This year at the College Games 
played in Hamilton, the team had three wins and two 
losses, it was a learning experience for a new team. The 
Senior A started with a 4th placing at Bay of Plenty 
Championships.  At Nationals the semi-final against 
Waimea was a heart-breaking 3-2 loss, 15-13 in the fifth 

set after changing ends 8-2 down! Waimea went on to 
win the final 3-0 and the college won the bronze medal.  
Rachel Yardley and Amy Christophers were selected in 
the New Zealand Secondary Schools Tournament Team.  
New Zealand U19 players were Rachel, Amy, Casey 
Freed and Alyse Barclay.  New Zealand U17’s were Alyse, 
Melissa Cairns and Talia Conner.

In 2010, at the Junior Bay of Plenty Championships, the 
Junior A finished champions and the 9A team were 9th.  
At the North Island Championships the Keith Macown 
coached team won the gold medal, beating Bethlehem 
College 26-24, 25-23 in a thrilling final.  Holly Boyle 
and Katie Wood were selected in the North Island 
Tournament Team and Amy Hunter was MVP. The 
Senior A were always likely to struggle, losing six players 
from the previous year, but started well by finishing 
2nd in the Bay of Plenty.  At Nationals the team started 
well by winning their first six games, however in the 
quarter final they lost to Hillcrest, a team containing 
two Year 14 players waiting to go on USA scholarships.  
After this, the team seemed to lose heart, losing 3-2 to 
Waimea in the next game before losing 3-0 to Matamata 
in the play-off for 7th and 8th.  This was the worst finish 
for the college A team for some years.  The Senior B 
won Division 3, winning all of their nine games.  Alyse 
Barclay, Amy Hunter and Aneta Buckley played for 
the New Zealand Junior Women’s team at the Asian 
Championships. Melissa Cairns and Aneta Buckley were 
in the New Zealand U18’s at the Asian Youth Games in 
Kuala Lumpar.

In 2011 the Junior A team finished 4th in the Bay of 
Plenty and went to the North Islands ranked 6th.  The 
team made it to the final after a crucial quarterfinal 
win, 2-0 versus Kawerau and a semi-final win against 
the Mount.  The final was a 2-1 loss to Mangere.  Julia 
Hartley, Emma Dwight and Te Pae Oporo were selected 
in the North Island Tournament Team.  The Senior A 
team finished 4th this time in the Honours Division of 

Bay of Plenty Secondary Schools Senior Girls Volleyball Championship winners 2013
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the Australian Schools Cup.  Nationals this year was 
unbelievably close.  After winning six section games 
and the quarter final against Manurewa and semi-
final against Marlborough Girls’, the team came up 
against defending champions, Tauranga Girls’ College.  
Otumoetai College won the first two sets before losing 
momentum in the third set, 25-23 and the game 3-2. The 
Senior B, coached by Mary-Ann Braddock was 4th in 
Division 2 (20th in New Zealand).  Alyse Barclay, Amy 
Hunter and Melissa Cairns were all selected in the New 
Zealand Secondary Schools Tournament Team and now 
they are all on volleyball scholarships in the USA.

In 2012 the Junior A’s, coached by Keith Macown, 
finished 3rd in the Bay of Plenty and were seeded 4th 
at North Islands.  Unfortunately, the team lost in their 
quarter final to Tauranga Girls’ College but recovered 
to finish 5th. The Senior A team retained only three 
players from the previous season so fronted up well to 
finish 3rd in the Bay of Plenty and therefore seeded 5th 
at Nationals.  The team won their first six section games, 
including a 5-setter against Marlborough Girls’, a quarter 
final 3-0 against Waimea and in an epic semi-final beat 
Bethlehem College 3-2 set scores (27-25, 23-25, 25-18, 28-
30, 15-13) in a physically and mentally draining game. 
The team lost in the final to Tauranga Girls’ College 3-1 
(29-27 in the 4th set), to win the silver medal again. The 
highlight of 2012 was the Senior A’s trip to the USA High 
Performance Championship in Des Moines, Iowa, USA.

2013 was a hugely successful year when the Junior A’s, 
coached by Stewart Henderson, won the Bay of Plenty 
title and then went on to win the North Island Junior 
title, beating arch rival Tauranga Girls’ College 2-0 
in the final.  Roebi Bidois and Kahla Tyson made the 
Tournament Team and Jasmine Tawa was the MVP. 
Only five players returned from the previous year for 
the Senior A’s and five Year 10 players were promoted 
from the 2012 North Island Championship winning 
Junior A team.  The team lost in the first of the Bay of 
Plenty Championships to Tauranga Girls’ College 3-0, 
before beating them in the second round 3-2, and so won 
the Bay of Plenty title.  At Nationals, six section games 
were won including a five-setter against Mt Maunganui.  
The quarter final was also a five-setter against Waimea, 
before a semi-final win against Westlake and a final 
3-1 against Christchurch Girls’ to win Otumoetai 
girls’ 13th National title. 
Abbie Meredith, Claudia 
Richardson and Kelcy 
Ballantyne were selected 
in the Tournament Team.  
Emma Dwight was a 
proud member of this 
team.  She was also the top 
PE scholarship student in 

the country and is now on an academic scholarship at 
Harvard University.

2013/2014 season started with the 10A team, coached 
by Keith Macown wining the BOP title and losing in 
the final 2-1 to Manurewa.  Sophie Sampson and Grace 
Burnett were selected in the NI Tournament team. In 
November 2013 the Senior A girls’ team received the 
BOP Secondary Schools Team of the Year at the annual 
BOP Sports Awards.In December 2013 the Senior A and 
B teams headed to Melbourne for the Australian Schools 
Championship.  Six pool wins put us into the semi-final 
against Craigslea which was lost in a close game.  The 
team won the 3/4th playoff for the bronze medal.  The 
B team finished 4th in the division below Honours. The 
Senior A at the start of 2014 won the BOP title beating a 
strong Mount side in the final. At Nationals the Senior 
B team coached by Mary-Ann Braddock was 12th – a 
superb achievement. The Senior A team came through 
pool play unscathed but the quarter final was a five-
setter against Orewa.  All the other quarters were four 
or five-setters showing the standard of the competition.  
The semi-final was a 3-0 against Rangitoto.  The final 
against Waimea was a 3-2 loss, despite winning the first 
two sets – shades of 2011! Claudia Richardson and Kelcy 
Ballantyne were selected in the NZ Secondary Schools 
Tournament Team. Our represenative players this year 
were Claudia, Kelcy and Kahla Tyson NZ U19, Roebi 
Bidois and Jasmine Tawa NZ U17, Emily Farron NI U19 
and McKenna Armstrong, Sophie Sampson and Kahu Te 
Kani NI U17.

Boys
At the end of 2004 the Junior boys were 3rd in the Bay 
of Plenty and 3rd at the North Islands Championships 
Edwin O’Dea making the North Island Tournament 
team.

In 2005 with five players returning from 2004, the team 
started slowly but ended up winning the national title 
in five sets against Tauranga Boys’, the Bay of Plenty 
Challenge Trophy and the Schroeder Cup.  Standout 
players who made the Tournament Team were Thomas 
Cully, Robert Burley (MVP at Nationals), Charlie Stewart 
and Tim Kirk.  Thomas, Robert, Charlie and Rob Cairns 
were selected in the New Zealand Junior team to play 
Australia.

Otumoetai College Senior 
A (winners), B and C Boys  
Volleyball Teams at the  
New Zealand Secondary  
Schools Volleyball  
Championships 2008
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2006 started well with Junior boys coming 2nd in the Bay 
of Plenty Championships and 3rd at the North Island 
Championships again.  This time Sam O’Dea made the 
Tournament team.  In the Senior A, only three players 
returned from the victorious 2005 team but the team still 
managed a 3rd in the Bay of Plenty and 4th at Nationals.  
Tim Kirk and Charlie Stewart were selected in the New 
Zealand Junior Men’s team and Sam and Edwin O’Dea in 
the New Zealand U17’s.

In 2008 the Senior A team, after a successful trip to 
the Australian Championships, won the Bay of Plenty 
Championships, the Bay of Plenty Challenge Trophy and 
the Schroeder Cup.  At Nationals the first six games were 
all 3-0 wins followed by a quarter final 3-1 win against 
Riccarton and a 3-0 semi-final win against De La Salle.  
In the final against Tauranga Boys’ College with the 
game one set each and the college 11-1 down, up stepped 
Ben O’Dea to serve 11 points in a row and from that point 
on the team took control to win 3-1 and the National title.  
Sam O’Dea was MVP and Logan King and Ben O’Dea 
were selected in the Tournament Team.

Sam O’Dea is now playing professionally on the Asian 
Beach circuit with partner and ex-Otumoetai College 
player, Mike Watson.

In 2009 the team achieved a 5th placing at Nationals.  
An unfortunate five set loss to tournament favourites, 
Tauranga Boys’ in one of the best games of the 
tournament at the quarter final stage, meant that 5th 
place was the highest  the team could achieve.  Ben 
O’Dea made the New Zealand Secondary Schools 
Tournament Team.  Ben now plays professionally in 
Europe. Rep players this year were Griffin Muller and 
Andrew Bray for New Zealand U17’s.  Michael Paine and 
Will Mango,s New Zealand U18’s and Ben O’Dea and 
Reuben Gillard, New Zealand U19’s.

2010 saw the Senior A team finish 3rd at the Bay of Plenty 
Championships and 6th at Nationals, losing to Tauranga 
Boys’ College in the play-off for 5th and 6th.  Charlie 
Clague was selected in the New Zealand U17’s.

The 2011 Championships were disappointing for the 
Senior A team, who lost to a lower ranked team in the 
first game of the tournament and despite winning the 
remaining section games,  ended up in 
Division 2 which they won easily.  The 
boys’ B team finished 6th in Division 2.

In 2012 the first game at Nationals against 
Manurewa was won and so were the 
other section games.  Unfortunately, a loss 
against Trident meant a tough quarter final 
against silver medallists Western Heights.  
The loss here meant the team could finish 
only 5th as they did with two good wins 
against Waimea and Hastings. James 
Gilling made the New Zealand Secondary 

Schools Tournament Team and Charlie Clague again 
made the New Zealand U17’s.

In 2013 the team finished 4th in Division 1 with Daryl 
Lewis captaining the New Zealand U19 team.  Liam 
Matheson also secured a four-year volleyball scholarship 
at Brandon University in Canada. At the end of 2013 the 
Senior boys also travelled to Melbourne to play in the 
Australian Schools Championship.  The team ended up 
in a strong pool and eventually finished 9th but found 
they were very competitive with the top Australian 
teams.

2014 saw the Senior A team, coached by Sam Kirk finish 
3rd in a very strong Bay Competition.  At Nationals 
the first six pool games were won, including a five-
setter against Tikipunga.  The quarter final was 3-0 
against Trident and in the semi-final against Mount the 
team played their best volleyball of the season to beat 
a team they had lost to three times during the season.  
Unfortunately, the team could not rise to the same level 
in the final against Tauranga Boys’ College, losing it 3-0.  
Cameron Ragg and John Ward made the NZ Secondary 
Schools Tournament Team.

Beach Volleyball
The achievement of our volleyballers on the beach does 
merit a separate paragraph as it now runs under the 
guidance of Otumoetai College teacher and former/
current beach volleyballer, Charles Leota.

In 2005 the Junior National Secondary Schools beach 
title was won by Rachael Morgan and Hanna Croad with 
Jaimee Frew and Alex Edge winning the bronze medal.  
In the Senior final, Shannen Bagge and Simone Head beat 
Sarah McLean and Renee Handley.

In 2006, Rachael Morgan and Hannah Croad won the 
Bay of Plenty New Zealand Secondary Schools and the 
Australian U17 titles.  Justine and Hayley Stovald were 
ranked 4th in New Zealand. Edwin O’Dea and Mike 
Watson, after playing the Pro-tour, won the National 
Secondary Schools Championship and then finished 17th 
at the World U19 Championship.  Sam and Ben O’Dea 
won the Junior title.

2013 New Zealand Secondary Schools 
Beach Volleyball Championships Otumoetai 
College 2nd and 3rd placegetters



51

2007 saw Rachael and Hannah win the Senior girls Bay 
of Plenty title and retain their National title, and win the 
Bay of Plenty Secondary Schools Team of the Year.  They 
also reached the semi-final of the New Zealand Pro-tour 
at Stanley Street and finished with a New Zealand Senior 
ranking of 4th.  They went on to finish 9th at the World 
U19 Championships in Poland.

In 2008, Sam and Ben O’Dea won the Senior Secondary 
Schools National title with Logan King and Nathan 
Stewart 3rd.  Sam O’Dea gained 9th place at the World 
U19 Championships. On the girls’ side, Rachel Yardley 
and Samantha Charlton finished 3rd in the Bay of Plenty 
and 2nd at Nationals.

In 2009 at Nationals, 26 of the 98 teams were from 
Otumoetai.  In the Junior boys, Andrew Bray and 
Griffin Muller won silver and Marek Church and 
Jack Thompson won bronze.  Ben O’Dea and Reuben 
Gillard took silver in the Senior boys. In the Senior girls, 
Rachel and Sam were gold medal winners and national 
champions.  Rachel has gone on to play libero for the 
National Women’s team at the Asian Championships and 
Samantha is a current Blackstick, playing over 100 games 
for the New Zealand Women’s Hockey team.

2010 saw Alyse Barclay and Aneta Buckley come 3rd at 
the Bay of Plenty Championships and 4th at Nationals 
held in Gisborne. Holly Boyle and Katie Wood won the 
Junior gold medal.  James Gilling and Charlie Clague 
won bronze in the Junior boys.

2011 was the year of the bronze medal with Te Pae 
Thompson-Aporo and Abbie Meredith in the Junior girls 
and Holly and Katie in the Seniors.  In the Senior boys, 
Grady Cameron and Jack Thompson won bronze and 
Andrew Bray and Griffin Muller won silver.  Griffin also 
competed in the Swatch U19 Worlds in Croatia.

2012 saw Holly and Katie finally win gold in the Senior 
girls’ event to become national champions.  At the same 
tournament, James Gilling and Charlie Clague won silver 
in the Senior boys and Will Clague and Jack Boyle silver 
in the Junior boys.  Liam Matheson competed at the 
World Youth championship in Cypress, finishing in 17th 
place.

Abbie Meredith and Claudia Richardson were 4th in the 
Seniors and Emily Farron and Kahla Tyson picked up a 
bronze in the Junior girls in 2013.

The 2013-2014 season started with the BOP 
championship.  In the Senior Boys, Will Clague and Jack 
Boyle were 2nd and Jack May and Isaiah Duncan 3rd. 
In the Senior girls, Roebi Bidois and Emma Bain beat 
Emily Farron and Kahla Tyson in the final, with Melissa 
Christophers and Claudia Richardson 4th. In the Junior 
girls, Kahu Te Kani and McKenna Armstrong were 2nd.

At the North Island Junior Championships Lisa Miller 
and Abby Grainger both won the Year 9 gold medal and 
Grace Burnett and Brooke Bidois the Year 9 gold.

At the NZ Secondary Schools Championships, Brooke 
and Grace won the Junior silver medal.  The Senior girls 
failed to fire but the Senior boys had two teams in the 
top eight, with Jack Boyle and Will Clague taking out 
the silver medal.

Underwater Hockey
This sport seems to have gone into abeyance after stellar 
performances in earlier years.

In 2005 the Junior girls finished 8th at Nationals with 
Letitia Jackson making the Tournament Team.  In the 
Junior Open the college was 1st in the Northern region 
and 4th at Nationals, Jared Thompson making the 
Tournament Team.  The Senior girls just failed to qualify 
and the Senior boys finished 7th at Nationals.

In 2006 the Nationals were held in Rotorua and 
the college won the Overall Top School Award for 
performing well in all four grades.

2007 saw the Junior boys winning the Northern 
Zone and taking out bronze at Nationals, with Mark 
von Harselaar and Anton Williams selected in the 
Tournament Team.  The Senior boys, spearheaded by 
Simon Dowsett and Andrew Barlow, won silver.  The 
Junior girls won gold, beating Tauranga Girls’ College in 
the final 3-1, with Katrina Lynam and Candice Wilkinson 
playing outstandingly well.

In 2008 three players from the college, Letitia Jackson, 
Max Lynam and Andrew Barlow, were selected in 
the New Zealand U19 team to compete in the World 
championships in Durban.  Katrina Lynam was the MVP 
this year for the Senior girls’ team.  The Junior girls won 
the bronze at the Northern Regionals in Auckland and 
finished 6th at Nationals with Meg Smart selected as 
MVP.

In 2009, Anton Williams and Caleb Kruger were selected 
in the New Zealand Tournament Team from Nationals.  
The Senior girls finished 6th with Leah Jonkman as MVP.  
The following year, Anton Williams (U18) and Nick 
Milne (U19) were selected in New Zealand teams.

Equestrian
This is a sport which has come to the fore in the last few 
years with the college doing very well at provincial level.

In 2007 the college who placed 4th in the Bay of Plenty 
Secondary Schools Show Jumping after being 2nd in 
the previous year.  The team won the best overall school 
trophy with Rebecca Craw, Mary Mitchell and Krystal 
Grant all winning their respective classes.

Winners of the Bay of Plenty Secondary Schools 
Show Jumping Championships 2011
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2009 saw the show jumping team win the Bay of Plenty 
Secondary Schools Championships.  The team was 
Jessica and Rochelle Kerkmeester, Ella Flutey, Emma 
Keyworth, Mary Mitchell and Stacey Nicholson.

2010 was Mary Mitchell’s year, as she finished 2nd, 3rd 
and 6th in various events in the Open grade at Nationals 
and also 2nd in the Pony of the Year.

2011 again saw the team winning the Bay of Plenty Show 
Jumping Championships with Mary Mitchell to the fore.

2012 saw the team of Sophie Tingey, Anna Tingey, Finn 
Maloney and Mary Mitchell compete in the North Island 
Secondary Schools Show Hunter Championships and 
finish a very creditable 4th.

2013 saw the Equestrian team take out the Bay of Plenty 
Championships for the 3rd year in a row.

Unfortunately, in 2014 the BOP Show Jumping was 
cancelled.  However, the team competed in the BOP 
Dressage with excellent results.  The team were Paige 
Harris, Brooke Harris, Olivia Scott and Sophie Tingey.

Yachting / Sailing
The college (because of its location on Tauranga Harbour) 
continues to achieve on the water.

In 2005 the college lost the regional competition to 
Tauranga Boys’ College so could not attend Nationals.

In 2009, Oscar Rorvik achieved the rare feat of taking out 
both the Turner and Tauranga Cups in the same year.  
Other sailors of note this year were Claudia Pierce, Sam 
Bullock and Phil Smith.

In 2010 the team comprising Sam Bullock, Liam Merton, 
Zak Merton, Oscar Rorvik, Phillip Smith and Graham 
Anderson finished 12th at Nationals.  Sam Bullock won a 
silver medal at a world regatta in Turkey, with 18 nations 

competing in the Open 29er skiff event.  Both Oscar and 
Zak have also been selected to represent New Zealand.

In 2012, led by the dominator Phil Smith, the team of 
Liam and Zak Merton, Sam 

Barnett, Sol Moore and Coral Headley gained promotion 
to the silver fleet and finished 4th.  Zak Merton won the 
North Island Starling class and was placed 6th out of 140 
sailors at Nationals, and won the Chris Timms Trophy 
for the highest placed U16 sailor.

2013 saw Zak Merton finish 5th at the International 
Sailing Federation Youth Worlds in Cypress and then 
15th at the 420 Worlds in Valencia.

Coral Headley was the first girl at the National 
Windsurfing Championships.  She also won the 
New Caledonian National Girls’ title in November 
2102.  She was also 2nd in the Auckland Board Sailing 
Championships in the techno fleet, and the 1st girl.

Zac Merton continued his fine form from 2013 into 
the 2014 season.  He competed in the Youth Worlds in 
Portugal and at the British Youth Championships in 
Weymouth, England.  He also competed at the 420 Open 
Worlds in Germany, where he finished 11th overall out of 
a fleet of 111 boats.

Cycling
There are many forms of cycle competition and the 
college participation is governed by student and staff 
enthusiasm and interest.  Courtney Lowe is probably our 
most famous exponent of the sport and she is now riding 
professionally in the USA.

In 2010, eleven riders competed at the Nationals in Levin.  
Top riders were Kirk Fisher, Dan Lawton and Matt 
Lawton.

2011 saw 19 students competing at Levin, of which eight 
were placed in the top ten.  Kirk Fisher was 2nd in the 
U19’s Downhill and Kieran de Grey also 2nd in the U16’s 
Downhill.

2012 saw Kieran Ngatai 2nd in the U13’s BMX Nationals 
in Rotorua.

In mountain biking, Zac Smith competed well but Matt 
Lawton achieved the school’s best result with a 6th in the 
U15’s Downhill.

Recent Sports
Two of the more recent sports that the college has 
supported teams in are Waka Ama and Motor Cross.

In 2012 our first Waka Ama team competed at Nationals 
and finished 2nd in the 500m boat event.

In 2013 the girls enjoyed a successful regatta at the 
Secondary Schools Nationals, finishing 11th in the 500m 
and 7th in the 250m.  The coach was Gaylene McFarlane.

In 2012 the motor cross team finished 8th at an 
intercollege event in Huntly.

By 2013 the college team had 22 competitive riders.  

Zak Merton sailing in the  
International Sailing 
Federation Youth Worlds 
in Cypress 2013
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The team placed 4th in the Bay of Plenty Motor Cross 
Competition School Trophy series with the outstanding 
riders being Tristan Tolley and Cameron McCaskie.

In 2014 Riley Biddle and Connor Brown came away with 
2 golds in the K4 200m and K4 500m at the National 
Canoe Championships.

Also in 2014, Chakaya Taui was placed 2nd in the Senior 
girls’ BOP Triathlon and Caitlin Hoskin 3rd in the Junior 
girls.

There are sports that come and go at college depending 
on the interest of staff and students.  These are 
sometimes well-documented in Trek and sometimes not.

Canoe Polo
Canoe polo was a strong sport in 2005 with three teams 
(Junior boys, Senior girls and Senior boys qualifying for 
Senior School Nationals.  The senior girls’ team of Luuka 
Jones, Heather Peters, Jenna Stephens, Helen Curtis and 
Beth Harris won the bronze medal.  These girls were all 
named in Tournament Teams and National U18 squads.

Richard Curtis was named in the NZ Junior Men’s team 
for the third year.

In White Water Slalom NZ Secondary Schools 
Championships, Helen Curtis won the trophy for the 
top junior woman and Luuka Jones, who went on to 
become an Olympian, won the Women’s Secondary 
Schools Combined Events Cup and Women’s Nationals 
Combined Cup for DR and K1.

Kayaking
In 2012 Andre Sperling continued the college’s fine 
tradition at the elite level of kayaking.  He won the NZ 
U18 Freestyle Championship and the BOP and North 
Island U18 Freestyle Championship.

Sam Roy won silver in the NZ U18 K1 500 and was part 
of the NZ team to compete at the Junior and U23 World 
Championships.

In 2014 Anna Domett competed in the NZ and Oceania 
Marathon Kayaking Championship winning gold on 
Lake Karapiro.

Tennis
Tennis was strong at the college in 2005 with the mixed 
team qualifying for the main tournament in Wellington 
beating local rivals, Bethlehem College.  The team 
of Laura Fisher, Rachel Yardley, Jess Arundel , Ben 
Twyman, Matthew Fisher and Simon Gyenge finished 
7th.

In 2001 Sam Daly was 2nd in the BOP Secondary Schools 
Singles and Jeremy Burns and Scott Borren in the Senior 
boys and Harriet Callard and Mike Haguvara both won 
silver in the Division 1 Doubles.

In 2014 Millie Schuler and Tia Tarau won the Division 1 
Junior Doubles and Damian Potts won 2nd in Division 1 
Singles.

Dominic Daly and Dion Reed won the Senior Division 1 
Doubles.

Surfing / Surf Life Saving
Surfing has been promoted by staff members Andrew 
Rapley and Hannah Sharps in recent years.

In 2005 Travis McCoy and Nathan Stewart were the main 
young surfers in the BOP Scholastic team.

In 2011 the college had an active surfing team of nine and 
Callum Chuter was selected to represent the BOP at the 
U14 Scholastic surfing event.

In 2011 Jessica Lacy, Emily Campbell and Katie 
Wilson won all medals at the NZ Surf Life Saving 
Championships.

In 2013 Katie Wilson was selected into the NZ U20 team 
to represent Surf Life Saving NZ at the 2013 International 
Surf Rescue Challenge in Japan.

In 2014 Jessica Gadsbey, Matthew Kriel and Alicia 
Wilson all gained podium finishes at the Surf Life Saving 
Nationals.

Skiing / Snowboarding
The college teams have been managed over the years by 
Debbie Clark and Patrick O’Reilly.

In 2005 the college was 3rd in the BOP with Karsten 
Hoetzel 1st in the Senior Men and 13th equal in the 
North Island (3rd public school and top BOP school out 
of 80 competing schools).  Karsten was 4th in the Senior 
Men.

In 2006 Michael Ladyman was 2nd in the Senior BOP 
boys’ event and Peter Brownless 3rd in the Junior boys.

Our major snowboarder has been Claudia Pierce who 
was 9th at North Island Championship.

Sports Outside College
The college likes to acknowledge its students who 
participate in sports outside the college sphere of 
influence, particularly if those students win provincial 
championships or reach national representation.

Rosie Collins competed at the Oceania Tae Kwon Do 
Championships in 2010 and took out the gold medal in 
the middle weight Blue Belt Sparring and Bonnie May 
Gibson won the bronze in the Blue Belt Junior Patterns.

In 2011 Eden Arkwright was a member of the NZ U18 
Girls Development Water Polo team that won the bronze 
medal at the Hawaiian Invitational Tournament.

2011 also saw Mieka Watson coming 2nd in the BOP 
Secondary Schools Senior Rock Climbing competition 
and going on to 1st place in the U18 grade at the 
Nationals in Wanaka.

2014 saw Deborah Paine win the BOP Cross Country 
Championships and then come 14th at Nationals.  She 
was not well on the day but was selected in the NZ team 
to compete in Australia and finished 11th,  the first NZ 
runner home.
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The Special Needs Unit 2007-2014

In 2007 to 2008 the Special Needs Unit saw a marked 
increase in the number of students coming to the unit 
for learning support. Programmes within the unit were 
updated and assistive technology became an integral 
part of the teaching and learning of special needs 
students.  The unit also started to take on students 
with more severe behaviours in light of the changing 
face of disability and the implementation of the Special 
Education 2000 policies around schools demonstrating 
inclusive practices.

In 2009 it was clear that the old prefab buildings were not 
meeting the needs of students.  In 2010 concerns from a 
strong group of unit parents and unit teachers advocated 
for a new unit to be built.  This consensus was supported 
by Dave Randell, Bruce Farthing and the Ministry.  
Fortunately the request for a new building coincided 
with a nationwide review of Special Education that 
aimed to “ensure that students with special education 
needs participate in education and leave school equipped 
with the skills they need to fulfil their potential.” 
(Review of Special Education 2010, p6.)  The outcome, 
after much lobbying by Mr Randell for funds and 
donations from organisations like TECT, resulted in a 
brand new Special Needs unit being built.  The unit was 
designed by Caly Pillay (HOD) and Rene Woest a senior 
teacher at the unit, in conjunction with Special Education 
Occupational Therapist Sarah McGregor and architects 
from    Carling Architects Ltd.  This collaboration 
provided a specialised unit with support rooms and 
purpose built classrooms.  It was one of only a handful of 
purpose built units for secondary schools in the country.

From 2010 onwards numbers in the unit continued 
to grow until in 2014 there are currently 27 students, 
three full-time teachers, one part-time teacher and nine 
support staff.  With a broader range of needs having to 
be met, new programmes, such as a senior life skills and 
social skills programme, have been developed by unit 
staff.  In 2011 Unit teachers included in their programmes 
the teaching of NCEA Level 1 English and Mathematics 
over a two year period so that it was more achievable 
for special needs students.  Over the last eight years 
programmes have continued to be revised based on 
student needs. The combination of highly experienced 

Special Education staff, support staff and a purpose-
built facility have resulted in Otumoetai College’s 
Special Needs Unit having an excellent reputation for 
its education of students with special needs in the wider 
community. 

Student Leadership
Opportunities exist at all levels for students to develop 
and gain leadership skills.  Year level councils, made up 
of students who volunteer, exist at Years 9 to 12.  These 
are facilitated by the Deans at each year level and they 
meet every two weeks.  Each year level has a particular 
Health Promotion Activity they promote and organise 
activities around.  For example, for Year 9 it is Anzac 
Day and poppy selling, Year 10 Pink Shirt Day, Year 11 
Conservation Week, Year 12 SADD month, and Year 13 
Daffodil Day and Shave for a Cure.  All year levels via 
their councils support Youth Week and Leadership Week.

Across the school students may volunteer their 
involvement and grow their leadership skills via Leo 
Club, Duke of Edinburgh Hillary Award, Spirit of 
Adventure voyages, Student Exchange programmes, 
Rypen Camp, Dale Carnegie course, Kapa Haka, Youth 
Horizons, MUNA, Year 12 Leadership Day, Year 13 
Camp.  For the majority of students, their skills are 
developed via their sporting and cultural participation.

Cross Age mentoring is something that has strengthened 
over the past few years of the decade.  Peer Support 
mentoring of the new Year 9 students by Year 13 students 
is not new but it has morphed (about 150 Year 13 students 
are involved) so that it does not end after week 5 but 
continues for the first two terms of the year at extended 
form times.  Student mentoring of the timid students 
at Year 9 and other students who may need some extra 
wrap around was started in 2014.  Deputy Principal 
Ms Woodward coached some Year 12 and 13 students 
to mentor.  The mentors meet at a set time every week 
with their mentees.  They also meet with Ms Woodward 
regularly to get feedback.  In addition to these groups, 
the school also has a successful Student Support 
programme.  This is like a big brother/sister programme 
for students who may have issues with friends, concerns 
about school work, or just need to talk with another 
person.  The training of students and the organisation 
of this is by the Guidance Department.  It is a full year 
programme.  Again students are coached and supported 
to do this.

In Year 13 the most obvious leadership positions are the 
four Head Students and the Student Representative to 
the Board of Trustees.  Students, while in Year 12, are 
invited to put themselves forward for the Head Student 
positions.  Mr Randell meets individually with them all.  
They are then short-listed with the help of the Year 12 
Deputy Principal and Deans.  The short-listed students 
speak in an assembly to all Year 9 to 12 students who 
then vote.  Note is taken of the weighing of voting by 
the candidates’ year level peers, the students who know 
them best.  Staff are invited to offer comments on the 
nominees but the ultimate decision is made by the 
Principal.  In September each year, anyone interested in 
being the student representative on the Board of Trustees 
self-nominates.  The candidates all speak to the whole 

and
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school.  This position is solely determined by student 
voting and the votes received are publicly displayed.  
These five positions are highly sought after.

The Student Executive is made up of the five student 
leaders and two people from each of the five committees:  
Sports, Creative Arts, Publicity, Special Occasion and 
Hauora (previously called Well-Being).  Students are 
voted to the committees after the Year 13 camp early 
in the year.  A teacher is involved in mentoring each 
of the committees.  Agendas and minutes are kept at 
each of the fortnightly meetings which are fed back to 
the Executive meetings.  Keeping records creates some 
cohesion between the committees each year and provides 
a template for future years.  The Student Leaders who are 
all attached to a particular year level report back at each 
of the year level assemblies on matters that concern the 
whole school or the particular year level.

The significance of belonging to a year level has been 
emphasised by Dave Randell allocating each year level 
a colour, and a high point of being in year 13 is being 
photographed all in the “same” year colour.  These 
photos for the last decade are placed on the wall of the 
entrance foyer.

A particular focus of all activities that happen in the 
school is to link them to the school vision and five values.  
Rather than do more the college has been aiming to focus 
on doing less, well.

The further refining of the structures and involvement 
of even larger numbers of students are issues that will 
continue to be the focus of management discussion and 
implementation into the future.

International Department
The International Department has been confirmed as 
very a strong entity – within the college throughout the 
decade.  Appointed Director of International students 
in 2000, Roy Ballantyne remains in the same position in 
2015.

In 2005 we began with a fully staffed Department and 
Joan Troy had taken over the Homestay Manager’s role. 
This year saw the first of the now annual Parent Teacher 
Association (PTA) International Food Festivals, which 
the International Department has became fully involved 
with.  The students became involved in the making 
and selling of the various national dishes that they 
produced.  2005 saw a decline in student numbers due to 
the collapse of the Chinese market.  The year began with 
only 58 International students from diverse countries.

In the period 2006-2009, the student numbers grew 
rapidly and peaked at 105 in 2009.  This growth was 
largely due to increased numbers from Germany and 
the development of the new Italian market.  Both the 
International Department and the school were under 
pressure to cope with the influx of students.  In addition 
to this, we also hosted four groups from Japan (2), Korea 
and Thailand.  With these growing numbers, and a need 
to provide in-class support for our second language 
speakers, particularly with the growth of students from 
China, two Teacher Aides were employed to assist in 
classrooms.  This was a most challenging time.

Added to the challenges were significant changes in the 
staffing. Shirley Martelli resigned as International Office 
Manager at the end of 2008.  Joan Troy was her successor 
and the new Homestay Manager appointed, being Liz 
Anderson.  Joanne Weston became the Office Assistant.  
This transitional period with staffing was seamless and 
ensured continuity.  Joan Troy resigned at the end of 
2014, being replaced by Joanne Weston who in turn has 
been replaced by Julie Torrey.

2010-2014 saw International student numbers decline on 
the back of a worldwide economic crisis and apparently 
bottom out in 2014.  During this time, the numbers of 
students from Japan decreased markedly and does not 
look like recovering.  However, the exciting development 
leading into 2015 is the significant growth in numbers 
of students from Korea.  Despite the decline, the college 
sustained numbers better than most other secondary 

Joan Troy Fronts  the International Office
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schools.  The over-all number never fell below 70.  All 
credit must be given to the aggressive international 
marketing by Roy Ballantyne and Dave Randell.  The 
Otumoetai College point of difference was the dual 
marketing team of Dave and Jude Randell who always 
travelled and marketed together, providing a level of 
comfort for both girls and boys, as well as mothers and 
fathers.

The School Ball
In the last decade the College Ball has become a high 
point in the senior school calendar.  It has found its home 
in the Stadium Lounge at Baypark and there has been a 
series of spectacular themes used, from Palace Ballroom 
to Winter Wonderland to Shanghai Nights.  Current 
music trends have been reflected in the absence of any 
traditional ballroom dancing.  Live music also is now 
absent with DJ’s providing the “sounds” for the students.  
The popularity of the ball means that over 500 people vie 
for tickets.  The Special Occasions Committee of Year 13 
students organise and manage the event.

Work Day
While the tradition of Work Day in March each year is 
strongly established in the area, it is becoming more 
difficult to implement.  A roll of approximately 2000 
students, a change in nationwide economic conditions, 
increasing health and safety regulations, a greater 
awareness of personal safety and less encouragement by 
families to support the event, are all factors contributing 
to this.

In saying this, the majority of students do serve the 
school and wider community with their efforts and 
contribute annually $20,000 for student needs that cannot 
be funded from the operations grant.  Over the last few 
years there have been water fountains built, a student 
BBQ constructed, shade cloths hung in the quad and 
canteen area, a new school van, and sound and lighting 
equipment for the Performing Arts Centre (PAC).

Students are supported to find work rather than 
expect their parents to pay.  Community members are 
encouraged to phone in with requests and students are 
matched to these tasks, be they wood stacking, window 
cleaning, fence painting, or gardening.  Those students 
unable to find work but wish to contribute, work around 
the school under the supervision of staff.  Each year the 
grandstands are painted.  Mr Furneaux has a band of 
helpers involved in weeding and landscaping the gully 
behind the school.  For those students whose families 
ethically disagree with Work Day, modified lessons are 
provided for the day.

An added encouragement for participation is the $50 
class voucher for first class with all their money in and 
another for highest class average at junior and senior 
levels.

Te Whakatipuranga – School for 
Young Parents
Te Whakatipuranga – School for Young Parents – has 
continued to go from strength to strength over the 
last decade.  Still managed by Robyn and Phil Merritt, 

who have at various times over the decade moved 
the headship of the school between them and chosen 
between themselves to be either part-time or full-time.  
In 2014 Te Whakatipuranga has had up to 35 students 
on its roll, ranging in age from 14 years to 20 years.  The 
school consists of two houses that have been joined 
together and are situated on the boundary of the Bay of 
Plenty Polytechnic.  The building includes a computer 
area, a fashion and design area, a general classroom 
area, a baby-care area, a kitchen and a bathroom/toilet.  
Mothers with babies under six months bring them 
to class.  Most then proceed to use the Bay of Plenty 
Polytechnic daycare, Kohanga Reo or their own families 
for the care of their children.

There is one full-time teacher, assisted by seven part-time 
teachers, two van drivers and a part-time social worker 
(2 mornings a week) who continues to be funded by the 
lottery grant.  The school owns two vans that collect the 
students and babies and transport them to the school, if 
individual transport arrangements are not possible.

The students can study any secondary school subject 
up to NCEA Level 3 as well as a range of tertiary level 
subjects. Most subjects are taught in partnership with 
Te Kura (The Correspondence School). Some students 
are able to start papers at the Bay of Plenty Polytechnic 
or Waikato University and attend school as well to gain 
valuable support with their study. All students work 
towards National Certificates.

The school offers a wide range of co-curricular 
programmes and social support services including:

• Sport & Recreation activities

• Career Development & Work Experience 

•  Parenting programmes  
 (Parents as First Teachers and Plunket)

•  Budgeting courses

•  Ante-natal classes

•  Self -defence classes

•  First Aid for Children

•  Health Nurse

•  Counselling 

The school has always received very positive ERO 
reports, openly stating that it is one of New Zealand’s top 
performing teen parent units.  This, coupled with very 
clear government policy stating a strong commitment, 
means that a strong future is assured.  Staff attend the 
two-yearly, teen parent school conference and in 2010 Te 
Whakatipuranga hosted the national conference at Bay of 
Plenty Polytechnic.

School Publications
Contact – the three-times a term newsletter, and TREK 
– the once a year college magazine, have remained in 
publication and central to disseminating and recording 
news of college events.  The big addition, and now fully 
integrated into the life of the college, is the website.  
The website has fast become the community’s first port 
of call for what people want to know about college 
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Advanced Learner Programmes and 
Supported Learner Programmes
The Supported Learner structures have been further 
refined from 2005-2014.  In 2004 there were two Year 9 
Homeroom classes and one Year 10 Homeroom class.  
Renamed Supported Learner classes, the number of 
classes has varied at each level in order the meet the need 
but has always remained at about 20.  Throughout the 
period 2005-2014, HOD Jan Miles has strongly advocated 
for these students, ensured appropriate Teacher Aide 
support, and utilised the services of the Resource Teacher 
of Learning and Behaviour (RTLB) John Miles (her 

husband).  The students study English, Mathematics, 
Science, Social Studies and PE as a single entity but for 
2015, Year 9 students will be placed with other students 
in an integrated PE programme.  The SL students are 
placed across the option programme in line with all the 
other students.  Jan chaired regular meetings of all staff 
who teach in the programme to ensure as consistent 
approach as possible to the students.

On his appointment in 2000, one of Principal Dave 
Randell’s first decisions was to have an Advanced 
Learner programme.  In 2007, Maddy Lambert was 
appointed Advanced Learner Coordinator and from 
that date onwards she more than adequately filled that 
role.  Initially working with Mary Irvine, HOD Learning 
Centre, she refined the AL Camp (affectionately known 
as NERD camp), coordinated class placements at teacher 
meetings, mentored many students across a variety of 
activities, and assisted many staff with appropriately 
challenging teaching methodology.

Young Enterprise Scheme
The Young Enterprise Scheme (YES) is a national 
competition run by the Young Enterprise Trust its 
purpose is to inspire, educate and transform students 
through enterprising experiences.  This long running 
programme is where students have the opportunity to 
form a business and market a product, while meeting 
financial and other reporting requirements that closely 
match those that pertain to regular businesses.  Student 
companies are overseen and coached by teachers, in 
some cases across all curriculum areas, as well as having 

life.  It contains all information and links to staff, 
publications, Contacts, TREKs, Prospectus and even a 
Portable Document Format (PDF) of ‘Life Enlightened 
by Learning’ Volume I.  A much refined publication has 
been the annual Leavers’ Magazine.  A college Facebook 
page has been established and many ex-students have 
been made aware of the college 2015 reunion via the 
reunion Facebook page.

Emailing and texting parents has become part of 
everyday life from 2005-2014 and in 2013 the college 
progressed to booking report evenings online.  This was 
welcomed by many parents.

As the subject of Media Studies has grown, school 
notices have been delivered by podcasts and film has 
captured student imagination and initiative over print 
media.  Just as circulation of newspapers shrinks in 
society, school newspapers are now something of the 
past.

Regional Runner Up Award 2014
Paula Wylie, Jazmin Pudney, Kirin Hawthorne, Sharn Kaur, Jessica Mildon,  Balbir Kaur
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generous access to the guidance of mentors from the 
local community.

Otumoetai College Young Enterprise teams have been 
formed by Year 12 and Year 13 students of Business and 
Accounting.  Students soon realise that the dedication to 
be part of a successful company is enormous and it has 
been difficult at times to sustain the level of commitment 
needed over the year in face of other calls on time, in 
particular the senior academic workload.

Notwithstanding this, Otumoetai College has had a 
proud history of regular success in the national Young 
Enterprise competition, a competition entered by over 
129 schools with more than 600 companies and 2700 
students participating.

Regionally, Otumoetai College has won the Tauranga 
Chamber of Commerce Runner-up Award in 2007, 
2009, 2010, 2012, 2013, and 2014.  These companies 
include Serpent Enterprises (long board skateboards), 
Focus (charity wrist band), Kura NZ (NZ tourist guide 
explaining NZ culture), Tomoli Enterprises (tomato 
sauce and aioli combined condiment), Royala Enterprise 
(kiwifruit snack bar) and Meant to Bee (lemon honey 
Belgium chocolate).

Otumoetai College companies that have achieved 
national success include Vitalize in 2007 (aromatherapy 
Spritzers) and Tomoli in 2012 (tomato sauce and aioli 
combined condiment).

For all students that participate in the scheme, the 
business knowledge they develop is supplemented by 
skills in teamwork, communication, problem-solving, 
negotiation, and decision-making.  Students also learn 
through experiencing the value of innovative thinking, 
and develop enterprising attributes.

A frequent comment made by former Young Enterprise 
students is that participation in the scheme remains 
one of the most valuable learning experiences they 
have ever had.  Through it they have learned first-hand 
the practical skills of running a business, including 
recognising the pitfalls and obstacles to success, 
and learning to avoid or overcome them.  It is also a 
memorable and fun experience that gives students the 
confidence to achieve their goals and demonstrate their 
true potential in their skill area, whether it be finance, 
marketing, production, managing or human resources.

For many Otumoetai College students, the YES 
experience has proven to be of advantage in their lives 
beyond school.

Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
Since 2005 the PTA has continued to make a valuable 
contribution to the College through the dedicated efforts 
of a group of enthusiastic and committed parents.

The ‘Book-a-rama’ has continued to be a regular 
event at the Baycourt venue.  Since 2005 this method 
of fundraising has become increasingly popular in 
Tauranga, and despite the increased competition, the 
College event has remained a firm favourite for many 
residents.  This has been reflected in consistently 
worthwhile returns from the event.

In 2005 A new initiative involving the PTA resulted 
in the College’s first international food festival.  This 
was seen as a way of bringing the community into the 
college as well as utilising the talents of the wide range of 
international students at Otumoetai. Since its inception 
the food festival has become an eagerly anticipated 
annual community event.  Held towards the end of 
March, the festival features cuisine from Asia, Europe, 
North and South America and South Africa and attracts 
crowds of up to 3,000 people.  Students have also often 
added to the international flavour of the evening by 
wearing national costumes.

In 2013 the PTA added  further to its range of fund 
initiatives with the holding of a successful quiz evening.  
An entertaining evening saw the Performing Arts Centre 
packed out, with the event enjoying strong support from 
both the community and college staff.  Plans are already 
being put in place for another quiz evening in 2015.

These events have raised many thousands of dollars 
for the benefit of students and staff at the college.  At 
the start of 2014 the PTA contributed $25,000 towards 
the purchase of a new college minivan.  Assistance has 
also been given with the purchase of sports equipment, 
funding of overseas trips, assistance for families under 
financial pressure, and provision of funding for staff 
scholarships.

In addition to these major fund activities, many hours 
have been given in providing cups of tea and coffee at 
report evenings, prize-givings and orientation evenings.  
The PTA has also helped out with providing personnel 
to help run the uniform shop, a service appreciated by 
many parents.

The college has indeed been fortunate to benefit from 
the dedicated enthusiasm and sheer hard work provided 
by members of the PTA over the last ten years.  During 
the last decade an outstanding job has been done in 
maintaining and building on the tradition of assistance 
established in the first 40 years of the college.

Additional Activities
To conclude the ‘Traditions and Special Features’ chapter 
there are even more activities that become central to the 
lives of some staff and students.  For those involved, 
these activities are looked forward to each year but 
there can be a variety of commitment from year to year.  
These include, but are not limited to Duke of Edinburgh, 
Spirit of Adventure, Outward Bound and Outdoor 
Pursuits, Project K, Young Innovators, Underground 
Christian  group, 40-hour Famine, Market Day, Model 
United Nations and Prize-givings.  As the college moves 
forward, the traditions and special features will continue 
to be modified and changed over time.
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Since its opening in February 2002 Okohanga, the 
school whare wānanga and marae complex, has been 
a wonderful resource and asset to the college.  Year 
9 students are welcomed to Ōtūmoetai College with 
a pōwhiri by the kapa haka, their Year 13 buddies, 
kaumātua and staff on the first day of each new school 
year.  Mr Randell will explain that the tekoteko on top of 
the whare does not hold a taiaha or weapon of war, but 
rather a scroll to represent learning and that the three 
kete on the poutāhu, the front centre pole, are the three 
baskets of knowledge.  Mananui, the school marae, and 
Okohanga, named after the food gardens that were on 
the land in former times, are truly a rich and valued part 
of the school life.  During the year many pōwhiri are 
performed to welcome new students or visitors to the 
college.

Kapa haka continues to be living and vibrant.  Te Rōpu 
Kapa Haka, also called Ngā Piki Kōtuku a Ranginui.  
This group has been operating in the college for the 
last 33 years.  It has entered many cultural festivals 
that require considerable amounts of time, practice and 
learning.  The group has continued to enter the Manu 
Ariki competitions and 2007 was a high point when the 
group performed with distinction, coming home with a 
number of trophies.  Students also gain Service Awards 
and Blues Awards within the school.

Each year Māori language students and students of 
Māori descent are encouraged to enter the Ngā Manu 
Kōrero speech competitions.  Speakers are then chosen to 
represent the college.  Formerly known as the Korimako 
Speeches, this competition incorporates four sections:  
Junior English or the Sir Turi Carroll speeches; Senior 
English, the Korimako speeches named after the bellbird 
which heralds the dawn; Junior Māori, also called the 
Rāwhiti Ihaka section and the Senior Māori section 
named after Doctor Pei Te Hurinui Jones.  Speakers 
representing their schools compete in the Mātaatua 
regional competition and winners only will go on to 
participate at the National Competition.  To speak at the 
Regional Ngā Manu Kōrero speeches continues to be 
a huge responsibility as well as a big honour for those 
students who take up the challenge.  Our students have 
shown themselves to be excellent participants and have 
spoken at regional competitions with passion and pride.

November 2013 saw the end of an era at Ōtūmoetai 
College with the retirement of Hiriwā Irene Curnow 
after 33 years of service to the college, students, whānau 
and the wider school community. Hiriwā established 
a tradition of excellence and high expectations and 
she has left a lasting legacy at the by way of the school 
marae.  Her knowledge of te reo me ōna tikanga was 

immeasurable and she brought a wealth of knowledge 
that extended back to her ancestors.  “Tūhoe moumou 
kai, moumou taonga, moumou tāngata ki te pō.”  The 
Tūhoe tribe are renowned for their generosity with food, 
vast resources and ferocity in battle.  Hiriwā embodies 
the strength and resourcefulness of her people and she 
brought that tenacity and fighting spirit with her into 
the classroom.  “Ahakoa iti, he pounamu.”  Although 
small in size, she is huge in spirit and her teachings have 
impacted on generations of rangatahi and by the hapū 
and iwi of Tauranga Moana.

The past ten years have seen two major initiatives for 
our Māori students.  The first was an idea instigated 
by Matua Ihaka Griffin-Matthews and in February 
2007 a group of Year 10 Māori students became the 
first “whānau” type class.  The aims of the class were 
retention of students to the end of Year 13, combined 
with high expectations of participation and personal 
goals.  The programme was given the name “Te Poutama 
o te Mātauranga”, meaning the stairway to academic 
achievement and learning.  The programme has been 
slightly modified over the years as the students are no 
longer taught as a core group; however the supportive, 
whānau concept of the form class remains.  2014 saw the 
eighth group of Poutama students reach Year 13.

The second initiative followed a visit by the school 
kaumatua, Ray Nelson, along his wife Raiha, and the 
then Deputy Principal, Mihi Moloney to Kaipara College 
to hear of the success of their Māori awards evening.  The 
idea was taken up by the staff and the first Ōtūmoetai 
Māori Celebration Evening was held at the end of 
2007.  Māori students who graduated from Year 13 were 
presented with wooden waka designed by Kevin Meyer, 
the Head of the Technology Department.  The evening 
has now become an annual event along with the other 
two special awards evenings, Creative Arts and Sports 
Awards, at the end of the school year.  2014 saw special 
certificates on a three tier system, Tū Kaha, Tū Māia 
and Tū Rangatira, being presented for the first time.  
Students are nominated by their subject teachers for 
effort (kaha), achieving goals (pūkenga) and kotahitanga 
(contribution and interpersonal skills).  Form teachers 
nominate for awhi, manaakitanga and whanaungatanga 
– being supportive, welcoming and working as a team.  
In this way the values of the “Ōtūmoetai Way” are being 
acknowledged through belonging and connecting, 
relationships, high expectations, lifelong learning and 
service to Te Ao Māori, the Māori community.

Community relationships continue to be developed and 
strengthened.  He Ara Tika, is a mentoring programme 
led by senior Māori students working alongside junior 

He akonga te oranga 
Learning enlightens life
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students.  He Matahauāriki has been instrumental in 
supporting this programme, along with Matua John 
Miles.  At this point we need to mihi to Ray and Raiha 
for their 14 years of service to the college.  Ray stepped 
down from his role as kaumatua to the school and the 
Board of Trustees in November 2014.  “He kokonga 
whare e kitea, he kokonga whare e kore e kitea.”  The 
corners of the house can be seen but the corners of the 
heart cannot.  Our gratitude is immense. 

The college has maintained strong working relationships 
with local iwi through other community links such 
as Ngāitamarāwaho and iwi education plans; Pip 
Woodward, one of the current Deputy Principals, and 
Dave Randell have attended a number of meetings to 
kōrero about education plans and community aspirations 
for the future.  In 2014 the college signed up with the 
Ministry of Education to become part of the Kia Eke 
Panuku – a programme designed to change teaching 
methods to raise Maori achievement.

The college staff have also been involved in professional 
learning such as a visit to Hūria marae.  They have been 
privileged to be taken on guided bus tours, trips to 
Matakana and they have had guest speakers to take them 
to places of local history such as the Ōtūmoetai Pā site or 
the battle of Pukehinahina, Gate Pā.

The Principal, Dave Randell, has a direct line to Mōrehu 
Ngātoko and over the years we have been supported 
by kaumātua such as Pere Kohu, Tūmatawha Pearson, 
kuia such as Merewhiua Bennett, Maora Reed, Mabel 
Wharekawa Burt and the Māori Women’s Welfare 
League, to name just a few. The school continues to have 
a Māori parent representative on the Board of Trustees as 

well as calling on local kaumātua, kuia and whānau to 
be actively involved in the life of the college.  The college 
values its links with the local hapū Ngāitamarāwaho, 
Ngāti Hangarau, Ngāti Matepū, and iwi, Ngāiterangi, 
Ngāti Ranginui and Ngāti Pūkenga.

In 2010 the staff farewelled Darryn Marshall who left to 
travel to a new life in New York.  He left behind a legacy 
of whakairo (carvings) in Okohanga and a large number 
of artworks around the college, from the reception area 
to the International Department to a large multimedia 
interpretation of Tauranga Moana up in the staffroom.

The school marae is used by not only Māori classes 
for teaching and learning, for noho marae, for kapa 
haka practice, but it is also used by Maths students for 
measurement, art students for drawing and sketching, 
special needs students for waiata and English students 
for writing narratives, as well as for many other 
purposes during the school year.  Each year the Year 9 
Social Studies classes visit Okohanga for a special study 
on marae tikanga.  In 2013 the new wharepaku, ablution 
block, was opened and a new waharoa, entrance way, 
was added later in the year.  Extra outside seating has 
also been added for the comfort of large groups during 
pōwhiri.

The teaching of te reo extends from year nine through 
to bursary and scholarship level at year thirteen and 
is now broken into two strands:  Te Reo Māori NCEA 
achievement standards and/or unit standards and Te 
Reo Rangatira for more fluent students from immersion 
or kura reo programmes.  Māori Performing Arts NCEA 
credits are also available for students who demonstrate 
commitment and performance skills in kapa haka.

Hiriwa Curnow welcomed to Okohanga on the occasion of her retirement



61

ecognisingRS uccess

Chapter Ten

Award	   Presenter	   Area	  of	  Achievement	  
Adam	  Clarke	  Cup	   Presented	  in	  memory	  of	  past	  pupil	  

Adam	  Clarke	  
For	  Excellence	  in	  Senior	  IT	  
	  

AD	  Murray	  Prize	   Alastair	  Murray,	  Principal	  of	  Otumoetai	  
College	  1971-‐83	  and	  a	  former	  
mathematics	  teacher	  

Senior	  Mathematics	  

Alex	  Grey	  Trophy	   Alex	  Grey	  was	  a	  teacher	  of	  and	  HOD	  
English	  1966	  –	  2001.	  

Year	  9	  Debating	  
	  

Altrusa	  International	  Trophy	   Altrusa	  Association	   Year	  13	  English	  
Barbara	  Browne	  Trophy	   Barbara	  Browne,	  first	  Social	  Studies	  

teacher	  at	  Otumoetai	  College	  
Senior	  History	  

Bay	  of	  Plenty	  Polytechnic	  
Award	  

Bay	  of	  Plenty	  Polytechnic	   Excellence	  in	  Hospitality	  

Bob	  Addison	  Cup	   Addison	  Family	   Individual	  sporting	  
performance	  -‐	  Female	  

Bob	  Clarkson	  Trophy	   Bob	  Clarkson	  –	  MP	  for	  Tauranga	  2005-‐
2008	  

For	  Excellence	  in	  Building,	  
Construction	  and	  Allied	  
Trades	  

Chamber	  of	  Commerce	  Cup	   Tauranga	  Chamber	  of	  Commerce	   Excellence	  in	  Business	  
	  

Chris	  Check	  Memorial	  Cup	   Check	  Family,	  in	  memory	  of	  Chris	  –	  an	  
Otumoetai	  College	  student	  (2001-‐2003)	  

Perseverance	  and	  
achievement	  with	  a	  
musical	  instrument	  

Collett	  Trophy	   Dallas	  Collett,	  teacher	  of	  Economics	  at	  
Otumoetai	  College	  1984-‐2000	  and	  
Associate	  Principal	  1998-‐2003	  

Senior	  Economics	  

Coubrough	  Trophy	  	   Mrs	  DA	  Coubrough	  –	  1965	  foundation	  
parent	  

Year	  10	  Public	  Speaking	  
	  

DMS	  Progrowers	  Award	   Derek	  Master,	  CEO	  of	  DMS	  Progrowers	  
in	  thanks	  for	  Mural	  painted	  by	  Art	  
students.	  

Commitment	  and	  
Excellence	  in	  the	  Visual	  
Arts	  

Donald	  and	  Minola	  Grant	  
Scholarships	  

Donald	  and	  Minola	  Grant	  Trust	  
(bequest)	  

All-‐round	  academic	  
achievement	  and	  
contribution	  to	  school	  life	  

Elder	  Salver	   Bruce	  and	  Elinor	  Elder,	  parents	  of	  
students	  in	  the	  early	  years	  of	  the	  
school	  

Student	  showing	  
outstanding	  Diligence	  and	  
Achievement	  

Eric	  Iles	  Trophy	   Eric	  Iles,	  Tauranga	  businessman	  who	  
was	  supportive	  of	  Otumoetai	  College	  

Excellence	  in	  Public	  
Speaking	  

Fuji	  Xerox	  Visual	  Arts	  
Scholarship	  

Fuji	  Xerox	  -‐	  supplier	  of	  photocopying	  
equipment	  to	  the	  College	  

Tertiary	  Study	  of	  Visual	  
Arts	  

Fuji	  Xerox	  Dance	  Scholarship	   Fuji	  Xerox	  -‐	  supplier	  of	  photocopying	  
equipment	  to	  the	  College	  

Tertiary	  Study	  of	  Dance	  
	  

Glenn	  Carter	  Trophy	   The	  Carter	  Family,	  in	  recognition	  of	  
Glenn’s	  outstanding	  achievement	  in	  
sciences	  

Senior	  Sciences	  

HH	  Gilbert	  Trust	  Prize	   Harry	  Gilbert,	  local	  doctor	  and	  member	  
of	  the	  Tauranga	  Colleges	  Board	  of	  
Governors	  when	  Otumoetai	  College	  
was	  established	  

Senior	  Sciences	  

Hans	  Scheltus	  Cups	   Hans	  Scheltus,	  parent	  and	  sports	  coach	  
in	  Otumoetai	  College’s	  early	  years	  

Sports	  Boy	  and	  Sports	  Girl	  

Harold	  Webber	  Cup	   The	  Webber	  Family,	  in	  memory	  of	  
Harold	  Webber,	  first	  Otumoetai	  College	  
Principal	  (1965-‐1970)	  

Leadership	  and	  
contribution	  to	  school	  life	  

Helen	  Greig	  Memorial	  
Trophy	  

Greig	  Family,	  in	  memory	  of	  Helen,	  an	  
Otumoetai	  College	  student	  (1990-‐1994)	  

Excellence	  in	  Creative	  
Writing	  
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HH	  Gilbert	  Trust	  Prize	   Harry	  Gilbert,	  local	  doctor	  and	  member	  
of	  the	  Tauranga	  Colleges	  Board	  of	  
Governors	  when	  Otumoetai	  College	  
was	  established	  

Senior	  Sciences	  

Hans	  Scheltus	  Cups	   Hans	  Scheltus,	  parent	  and	  sports	  coach	  
in	  Otumoetai	  College’s	  early	  years	  

Sports	  Boy	  and	  Sports	  Girl	  

Harold	  Webber	  Cup	   The	  Webber	  Family,	  in	  memory	  of	  
Harold	  Webber,	  first	  Otumoetai	  College	  
Principal	  (1965-‐1970)	  

Leadership	  and	  
contribution	  to	  school	  life	  

Helen	  Greig	  Memorial	  
Trophy	  

Greig	  Family,	  in	  memory	  of	  Helen,	  an	  
Otumoetai	  College	  student	  (1990-‐1994)	  

Excellence	  in	  Creative	  
Writing	  

Helen	  Thomas	  Cup	   Helen	  Thomas	  was	  HOD	  of	  Soft	  
Materials	  Technology	  and	  Hospitality	  
1996-‐2002	  

Senior	  Technology	  Soft	  
Materials	  

Helen	  Thomas	  Salver	  
	  

Helen	  Thomas	  was	  HOD	  of	  Soft	  
Materials	  Technology	  and	  Hospitality	  
1996-‐2002	  

Senior	  Hospitality	  

Helen	  Woods	  Cup	   Helen	  Woods	  was	  Assistant	  HOD	  
English	  1999-‐2009	  

For	  Excellence	  in	  Year	  12	  
English	  

Herring	  Trophy	   Barry	  Herring,	  long	  serving	  staff	  
member	  

Excellence	  in	  Performing	  
Arts	  

HOBEC	  Scholarship	   HOBEC	  Lawyers	  Holland	  Beckett	   Senior	  English	  
Ian	  Burtenshaw	  Memorial	  
Scholarship	  and	  Trophy	  

Burtenshaw	  Family,	  in	  memory	  of	  Ian,	  
an	  Otumoetai	  College	  staff	  member	  
(1987-‐1992)	  

Geography	  at	  tertiary	  level	  

Jack	  Moyle	  Trophy	   Jack	  Moyle	  –	  an	  Itinerant	  Music	  
Teacher	  of	  percussion	  instruments.	  

Outstanding	  contribution	  
to	  Percussion	  

John	  Mark	  Cup	   John	  Mark,	  a	  local	  doctor	  with	  
community	  interests	  

Unselfish	  service	  

Kane	  Sedcole	  Memorial	  
Scholarship	  

Sedcole	  Family,	  in	  memory	  of	  Kane,	  an	  
Otumoetai	  College	  student	  (1988-‐1990)	  

All	  round	  Academic	  
Achievement	  

Kathleen	  Kirkby	  Scholarship	   Mrs	  Kathleen	  Kirkby,	  philanthropic	  
Tauranga	  resident,	  who	  developed	  an	  
interest	  in	  the	  school	  in	  the	  mid	  1970s	  

Dux	  

Keam	  Standen	  Award	   Presented	  by	  law	  firm	  Keam	  Standen	   Enthusiasm	  and	  Expertise	  
in	  Senior	  Geography	  

Kevin	  Anderson	  Cup	  
	  

Kevin	  Anderson	  –	  a	  past	  pupil	   Senior	  Technology	  -‐	  Metal	  

KM	  Bell	  Trust	  Prize	   Mrs	  Kathrine	  Bell,	  chair	  of	  the	  Tauranga	  
Senior	  Colleges	  Board	  of	  Governors	  
when	  Otumoetai	  College	  was	  
established	  in	  1965	  

Geography	  

Lee	  Family	  Trophy	   Cranleigh	  and	  Ros	  Lee	  –	  parents	  of	  
Matt	  and	  Mel	  Lee,	  pupils	  2002-‐2009	  

Contribution	  to	  extra-‐
curricular	  Drama	  
throughout	  College	  	  

Lions	  Club	  Trophy	   Lions	  Club	  of	  Otumoetai	   Year	  10	  Debating	  
	  

Mark	  Williams	  Senior	  
Linquist	  Cup	  

Mark	  Williams	  was	  a	  teacher	  of	  and	  
HOD	  of	  Languages	  	  1976	  -‐	  2008	  

Top	  student	  in	  Languages	  

Mary	  Roberts	  Cup	   Mary	  Roberts,	  part-‐time	  music	  and	  
Otumoetai	  College	  staff	  member	  
(1973-‐1980)	  

Instrumental	  Music	  

Mary	  Roberts	  Memorial	  
Scholarship	  

Otumoetai	  Rotary	  Club,	  in	  memory	  of	  
Mary	  Roberts,	  an	  Otumoetai	  College	  
staff	  member	  with	  significant	  
involvement	  in	  the	  school’s	  music	  
activities	  (1973-‐1980)	  

Music	  at	  tertiary	  level	  

Award	   Presenter	   Area	  of	  Achievement	  
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Mary	  Roberts	  Memorial	  
Scholarship	  

Otumoetai	  Rotary	  Club,	  in	  memory	  of	  
Mary	  Roberts,	  an	  Otumoetai	  College	  
staff	  member	  with	  significant	  
involvement	  in	  the	  school’s	  music	  
activities	  (1973-‐1980)	  

Music	  at	  tertiary	  level	  

Matua	  Maori	  Women’s	  
League	  Trophies	  

Matua	  Maori	  Women’s	  League	   Years	  9-‐13	  Maori	  Language	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

McGregor	  Trophy	   Ralph	  Family,	  in	  appreciation	  of	  Iain	  
McGregor’s	  teaching	  of	  Drama	  

Senior	  Drama	  

Nona	  Cook	  Trophy	   Nona	  Cook,	  member	  of	  Otumoetai	  
College	  Board	  of	  Governors	  1974-‐79	  

Excellence	  in	  Creative	  Art	  

O’Brien	  Cup	   Peter	  and	  Gwen	  O’Brien,	  parents	  and	  
supporters	  in	  the	  early	  years	  of	  
Otumoetai	  College	  

Students	  showing	  
outstanding	  Diligence	  and	  
Achievement	  

Orica	  Chemicals	  Scholarship	   Orica	  Chemicals	   For	  Tertiary	  study	  in	  
Science	  

Owens	  Family	  Scholarship	   RA	  (Bob)	  Owens,	  businessman	  and	  
mayor	  of	  Tauranga	  

All-‐round	  achievement	  
focused	  on	  future	  goals	  

Panaretos	  Cup	   Harray	  Family	  (an	  award	  influenced	  by	  
Mary’s	  involvement	  with	  Classical	  
Studies)	  

All-‐round	  Excellence	  

Ralph	  Family	  Award	   Christine	  Ralph	  to	  mark	  the	  
contribution	  of	  her	  sons	  –	  David	  and	  
Michael	  in	  Performing	  Arts	  

For	  Tertiary	  study	  in	  the	  
Performing	  Arts	  

Robin	  &	  Ann	  Scoular	  
Scholarship	  (every	  3	  years)	  

Robin	  Scoular,	  husband	  of	  former	  
Board	  Member	  Ann	  Scoular	  and	  father	  
of	  four	  past	  students	  

Funding	  for	  3	  years	  of	  
tertiary	  study	  

Rosemary	  Anne	  Scoular	  
Memorial	  Award	  

Scoular	  family,	  in	  memory	  of	  Anne,	  
member	  of	  the	  Otumoetai	  College	  
Board	  of	  Governors	  1980-‐85	  

Proxime	  Accessit	  

Rotary	  Cup	   Presented	  by	  the	  Rotary	  Club	  of	  
Otumoetai	  

Public	  Speaking	  at	  Year	  11	  
	  

Sarah	  McLean	  Memorial	  Cup	   Dave	  &	  Alison	  McLean	  in	  memory	  of	  
their	  daughter	  Sarah,	  a	  past	  pupil	  2001-‐
2005	  

Year	  11	  student	  who	  
strives	  to	  have	  a	  balance	  of	  
sporting	  and	  academic	  
success	  

Sparks	  Trophy	   Dave	  and	  Shirley	  Sparks,	  parents	  and	  
supporters	  of	  Otumoetai	  College	  in	  its	  
early	  years	  

Service	  and	  Achievement	  
in	  Music	  

Stacy	  Raymond	  Cup	   Stacy	  Raymond	  –	  pupil	  2005-‐2009	   Academic	  achievement	  in	  
Year	  12	  

Sue	  Potter	  Cup	   Sue	  Potter,	  first	  student	  president	   Service	  to	  the	  School	  
Tauranga	  Chartered	  
Accountants	  Prize	  

Tauranga	  Chartered	  Accountants	   Senior	  Accounting	  

Tauranga	  Police	  Cup	   Tauranga	  Police	   Senior	  Community	  Service	  
Eves	  Real	  Estate	  Scholarship	   Eves	  Real	  Estate	   For	  Tertiary	  Study	  
	  

Award	   Presenter	   Area	  of	  Achievement	  
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Sports Awards  
Cup & Trophies 

Award
Blues 

Merit

Representative 

Principals

Sports Boy of the Year

Sports Girl of the Year

Crowther Cup

Junior Sports Boy

Junior Sports Girl

Athletics
Junior Boys Champion

Junior Girls Champion

Intermediate Boys Champion

Intermediate Girls Champion

Senior Boys Champion

Senior Girls Champion

Harry Palmer Memorial

Badminton
Junior Boys

Junior Girls

Senior Boys

Senior Girls

Basketball
Hoggard Cup

Jenny Kirk Cup

Junior Boy Cup

Junior Boy Cup

Senior Boy Cup

Senior Boy Cup

Jenny Glen Cup

Shelley Addison Cup

Presenter

H Scheltus

H Scheltus

Rowing Parents Support Group

Western Bay Credit Union

Western Bay Credit Union

Mr & Mrs E H French

Mr & Mrs L C Hunt

Mr & Mrs D Furrie

Form 6MB and other F6 (1982)

Otumoetai College

Otumoetai College

Tauranga Badminton Cup

Otumoetai Badminton Cup

Mr & Mrs Hoggard

J Kirk

GHI Group

GHI Group

GHI Group

GHI Group

J Kirk

S Addison

Area Of Achievement

For Outstanding Achievement, Representative Honours, 
Attitude and Contribution to the Sport. (The sport should 
be reconized by NZSSSC or have affiliation to a national 
sporting organisation)

Meritorious performances that warrant recognition, 
attitude andcontribution to sport

For high individaul achievement at a senior level. 
Members of 1st teams who meet game and pratice 
criteria - individual sports - perfomers with quality 
performances - attitude and contribution to sport.

For making a NZ team in Year 13

All-round ability
All-round ability

Individual Sporting Excellence

Best all round Junior Sports Boy

Best all round Junior Sports Girl

Most Championship Points

Most Championship Points

Most Championship Points

Most Championship Points

Most Championship Points

Most Championship Points

Annual Winner of Senior Boys 1500m

1st in Junior Championships

1st in Junior Championships

1st in Senior Championships

1st in Senior Championships

Most Improved Girl Basketball Player

Most Valuable Junior Girl

Most Valuable Junior Boy

Most Improved Junior Boy

Most Valuable Senior Boy

Most Improved Senior Boy

Most Valuable Senior Girl

Most Improved Junior Girl
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Beach Volleyball
Girls Trophy 

Boys Trophy

Cricket
Cricket Cup

Cricket Bat / Sobers

Bowling Trophy

Cricket Bat / Sobers

Canoe Polo
Waimarino Cup

 Cross Country
Junior Boys Cup

Junior Girls

Intermediate Boys Cup

Intermediate Girls Cup

Senior Boys

Senior Girls

Hockey
Boys Stick

Boys Stick (small)

Boy’s Cup

Girls Stick

Girls Stick (small)

Girls Cup

 
Netball
Bennett Cup

Cup

Cup

Cup

Cup

Trophy

Cup 

Rowing
Cup 

Cup 

Cup 

Pewter Cup

Rowing

Thomson Cup

Trophy

Trophy

R A Bradley

H Scheltus

Tauranga Cricket Assn

Mrs J M Seddon

G Reid

Otumoetai College

Mr D S Mitchell

Mr & Mrs E I Shrimpton

A V Galletly

1985 1st XI Boys Hockey Team

Hart Cup

A V Galletly

1985 1st XI Boys Hockey Team

Charlton Cup

Mrs A M Bennett

Bay of Plenty Times

Bay of Plenty Times

Bay of Plenty Times

Bay of Plenty Times

Annie Metz

Debbie Clark

Critchley & Towne

Mr T Phelps

Mrs M Williams

Mesdames Cosmas & Edwards

David Aiken

Mr & Mrs Thomson

Allsop Schmidt

Girls Most Valuable Player

Boys Most Valuable Player

Ability & Team Spirit

Batsman Award - Top Batting

Best Bowling Performance

Most Improved Junior Player

Commitment & Contribution

1st place in Jnr Boys School Cross Country

1st place in Jnr Girls School Cross Country

1st place in Int Boys School Cross Country

1st place in Int Girls School Cross Country

1st place in Snr Boys School Cross Country

1st place in Snr Girls School Cross Country

Outstanding Contribution to Boys Hockey

Most Improved Player - 1st XI

Sportsmanship

Outstanding Contribution to Girls Hockey

Most Improved Player - 1st XI

Most Promising Junior Player

Ability and Team Spirit

Sportsmanship

Outstanding Achievement

Most Valuable Player - Year 10

Most Valuable Player - Year 9

Service to Netball

Dedicated to Development

Outstanding Coxswain

Most Improved Novice Boy

Most Improved Novice Girl

For Attitude and Sportsmanship

Sportsmanship and Ability

Most Improved Rower (Overall)

Commitment / Longevity

Best Performed Rower for the Season



66

Rugby Player of the Year, Yr 10

Service To Rugby

Ability and Team Spirit

1st XV Player of the Year

Most Courageous Player

Best All Round Team Member

Most Improved Player

Players’ Player

Most Improved Forward

Most Improved Back

Most Improved Player

Girls College Player of the Year

Girls Most Improved Player

Excels in Performance Attitude and Contribution

Boys College Player of the Year

Boys Most Valuable Player

Most Outstanding Skier

Winner Championship Points

Winner Championship Points

Winner Championship Points

Winner Championship Points

Winner Championship Points

Winner Championship Points

Senior Girls 4 stroke Medley Winner

Open Surf Champion

Winner of Junior Championships

Winner of Junior Championships

Winner of Intermediate Championships

Winner of Intermediate Championships

Winner of Senior Championships

Winner of Senior Championships

1st in College Triathlon

1st in College Triathlon

1st in College Triathlon

1st in College Triathlon

Rugby
Rugby

Rugby 

Rugby

Rugby

Rugby

Rugby

Rugby

2nd XV Rugby

2nd XV Rugby

2nd XV Rugby

2nd XV Rugby

Football
Girl’s Cup

Girl’s Cup

Girl’s Cup

Boy’s Cup

Boy’s Cup

Skiing
Ruapehu Cup

Swimming
Junior Boys Cup

Junior Girls Cup

Intermediate Boys

Intermediate Girls

Senior Boys

Senior Girls

Senior Girls Medley Cup

Surfing
Trophy

Tennis
Junior Boys Champ

Junior Girls Champ

Intermediate Girls

Intermediate Boys

Open Championship Boys

Open Championship Girls

Triathlon
Junior Boys

Junior Girls

Senior Boys

Senior Girls

Davis Cup

Bryce Lawrence Trophy

Foundation Pupils Trophy

R Potter - T Molloy

T Fahy

Fletcher Merchants - Tradebase

W Jackson Family

Mr Barker

Jackson Cup

Otumoetai Soccer Cup

Otumoetai Soccer Cup

Brownless Family

Thriftway Supermarkets Ltd

Thriftway Supermarkets Ltd

Thriftway Supermarkets Ltd

Thriftway Supermarkets Ltd

Mr & Mrs A S Davidson

Mrs & Mrs B Laming

Mr G Tomich

Mr & Mrs S D Tye

Mr & Mrs S D Tye

Mr & Mrs H B McKenzie

Mr & Mrs H B McKenzie

Otumoetai College

Otumoetai College

Otumoetai College

Otumoetai College
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Underwater Hockey
Junior Boy

Junior Girl

Senior Boy

Senior Girl

Volleyball
Girls Volleyball

Girls Volleyball

Girls Volleyball

Senior B Girls

Senior B Girls

Trophy

Trophy

Boys Volleyball

Boys Volleyball

Boys Volleyball

Boys Volleyball

Harley Dentistry Cup

Harley Dentistry Cup

Harley Dentistry Cup

Harley Dentistry Cup

S Henderson

Ian Ranga

M & R Brewer

M & R Brewer

Mr & Mrs M Savage

Annie Metz

B Herring

Mr & Mrs S Kirk

R Goldsmith

Shane Blake

Most Improved   Boy

Most Improved  Girl

Most Outstanding  Boy

Most Outstanding  Girl

Service to Volleyball

Ability and Team Spirit

Most Improved Senior A Player

Most Improved Player - Senior B Team

Most Valuable Player - Senior B Team

Most Outstanding Junior Girl

Most Improved Junior Girl

Most Valuable Senior Player

Most Improved Senior Player

Most Valuable Junior Player

Service to Volleyball

2012 Sports Boy and Girls with Bob Addison and 
Crowther Cup winners.
Liam Matheson, Abi May, Holly Boyle, James Gilling 
and Amy Hunter.

2011 Sports Boys and Girls with Bob Addison and 
Crowther Cup winners as well as Junior Sports Boy 
and Girl.
Back: Adam Braddock, Jamal McGruer,  
Emma Jackson, Alyse Barclay
Front: Taylor Armstrong, Andrew Jackson,  
Claudia Richardson, Andrew Bray, with  
Principal Dave Randell

2007 Sports Girl Rachel Morgan and Sports Boy  
Trent Boult, with Principal Dave Randell
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Conclusion
As the College moves into the latter half of its first 
century, the third generation of some families 
already have an association with it.  This is evidence 
of the college being an integral part of life in the 
wider area of Otumoetai.  The college has come 
to have a sense of permanence, an identity, about 
which residents hold their own perception.

Throughout the past 50 years the college has 
operated within the New Zealand social, political 
and economic context.  This context has witnessed 
shifting political and economic policies, all 
generated because their authors believed them 
to be the right way forward but all of which have 
generated work for management for sometimes 
seemingly little benefit.  One can recall the endless 
meetings that heralded the advent of “Tomorrow’s 
Schools” in 1989.  The social and economic context of 
the college zone has always witnessed a very wide 
economic disparity and very different attitudes to 
the value of education.  The last decade has seen 
the gap grow even wider.  In November 2014 the 

government lowered the decile 
rating (scale 1-10) of the college 
from an 8 to a 7, which will 
bring with it the advantage of 
$50,000 funding.  This funding 
will be targeted to help raise 
the low attainment levels of 
less advantaged students.  The 
staff cannot control the societal 
context in which the college 
operates and those who have 
enjoyed long careers have had 
to adapt teaching methods to 
meaningfully connect with, 
and advance, the learning 
of today’s teenagers.  The 
decades to come will see the 
development of more open and 
flexible learning environments, 
the increased use of 
technology and a real focus 
on raising Maori achievement.  
Despite all the many views, 
Boards, Principals, Deputy 
Principals and Staff have given 
of their best for the good of 
others.  The college can look 
back with a sense of pride on 
the past fifty years and from it 
take strength to face an always 
uncertain future.

Dave Randell reaches two major milestones. 
11April 2013 he celebrates 25 years as a 
Secondary School Principal - a significant 
achievement.

10 December 2008 he celebrates his 60th 
birthday by dressing as a fireman and driving a 
fire engine to school 
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School Dux
2005 Sonja Farthing 

2006 Alan Wightman 

2007 Stephanie Gale 

2008 Christopher Peck

2009 Ruby Langdon 

2010 Katrina Lynam 

2011 Nerissa Jones 

2012 Peter Derksen 

2013 Cameron Apeldoorn, Lucas deRijk

2014 Dwayne Jones

Head Students
2005  Richard Higgins, Rob Burley, Helen Mountfort,   

Monique Woods

2006 Aric Thorn, Paul Tietjens, Ashley Davies,  
 Anna Macrae

2007  Christiaan Drost, Liam Boyle, Alexandra Edge,   
Hannah Croad

2008  Sam Goul, Antony Jeffares, Jennifer Fellows,   
Sarah Munn 

2009 Mikayla Zandstra, Jed Misa, Ashleigh Davidson,  
 Simon Gyenge

2010  Lydia Bennett, Charlotte McConnell, Alexander   
Liu, Sam Marmion

2011  Janine Joyce, Jessica Noone, Mark Perkins,   
Michael Wightman 

2012 Baillie Malbon, Josephine Shum, Shane Murphy,  
 Craig Tims

2013  Stephanie Capp, Catherine Stabb, Ben Houlton,   
Josh Kingsford

2014 Hannah Buist-Bainbridge, Joseph Hayes,  
 Janaye Henry, James Lellman

2015 Jessica Elliott, Anahita Mukhjerjee,  
 Isaiah Duncanson, Jacques Glover

Sports Boy & Sports Girl

2005 Stephen Buckley, Heather Peters
2006 Timothy Kirk and Paul Tietjens, Laura Fisher
2007 Trent Boult, Rachael Morgan
2008 Ian Daniel, Amy Christophers
2009  Hamish Thompson, Amy Christophers and 

Samantha Charlton
2010 Sam Bullock, Emma Jackson
2011 Jamal McGruer and Adam Braddock   
 Emma Jackson and Alyse Barclay
2012 James Gilling , Holly Boyle and Abigail May
2013 Daryl Lewis, Kelcy Ballantyne
2014 John Ward, Kelcy Ballentyne

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2004 – 2014 
2004-2007
N Burley (Chairperson), L Breeze (Deputy Chairperson), 
J Goldthorpe (Board Secretary), L Dixon (Staff 
Representative), C Burborough (PTA Representative),  
A Ralph, G Delaney, S Hitchcock, R Loveridge,  
E Nelson (Whanau Representative), R Nelson (Kaumatua 
Representative), D Randell (Principal).  
(Kieran Davis 2005, Beck McQuoid 2006, C McGregor 
2007 – Student Representatives).

2007-2010
A Ralph (Chairperson), G Delaney (Deputy Chairperson),  
D Shefferd (Staff Representative), J Goldthorpe (Board 
Secretary), R Pinkerton (PTA Representative), E Nelson 
(Whanau Representative), R Nelson (Kaumatua 
Representative), D Randell (Principal), P Woodward, 
N Burley, S Hitchcock, B Benny, J Spicer.  
(Claire McGregor 2007, Jonathon Perkins 2008, 
Stephen Taylor 2009, Jordan Grimmer 2010 – Student 
Representatives).

2010-2013
S Hitchcock (Chairperson), J Paine (Deputy Chairperson),  
S Wheatley (Staff Representative), G Delaney, A Ralph, 
J Spicer, J Goldthorpe (Board Secretary), E Nelson 
(Whanau Representative), R Nelson (Kaumatua 
Representative), D Randell (Principal), H Neale, B Benny. 
(Jordan Grimmer 2010, Kirsten Raynor 2011, Daryl Jones 
2012, Emma Dwight 2013 – Student Representatives).

2013-PRESENT
J Paine (Chairperson), H Neale, (Deputy Chairperson), 
R Brown, J Spicer, K Patterson, E Stephen, J Goldthorpe/ 
L Hawthorne (Board Secretary), E Nelson (Whanau 
Representative – retired 2014), R Nelson (Kaumatua 
Representative – retired 2014),  Mark Murray (Maori 
Representative), D Randell (Principal).  
(Emma Dwight 2013, Kaitlin Collins 2014 – Student 
Representatives).

College Roll 2005 -2014
  YEAR  ROLL
  2005  1810

  2006  1798

  2007  1836

  2008  1801

  2009  1834

  2010  1885

  2011  1870

  2012  1876

  2013  1924

  2014  1925
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Adams, P J   Pauline 1977-78
Abbott, K Kim 2007 only
Addison, R R  Bob 1967-87
Aitchison, J K Julie 1979-80
Albahari, M M Michael 1973-76
Alexander, J Jenny 2005-06
Allen, R H Rosemary 1974-76 
Armstrong, A T Alison 1988-90
Armstrong, H Helen 2009-2013
Armstrong, M Martin 2000 only
Armstrong, R M  Madeline 1987-91
Armstrong, T Tim 2002-03
Arscott, C D  Cath 1965-69
Atkin, L Lauren 2010-
Atvars, G Guntis 2007-
Avery, M R Marilyn 1967-70
Bain, J Joanne 2001-02
Balcombe, F A Faye 1975 only
Ballantyne, R R Roy 1981 -
Balme, P B  Pam 1973-77
Barclay, P C  Pat 1971 only
Barnes, G Gillian 1992-99
Barnett, R Robyn 2010 only
Barry, M A  Mary 1977 only
Bartlett, A M Alison 1966-67
Baskett, W G Warren 1972 only
Baty, J A Judy 1967 only
Baxter, K Kate 1985 only
Bayne, W Bill 1968-72
Beaton, K Kim 2007-
Beaton, M Michelle 1995-99
Beaufoy, S Sarah 2002 only
Behrent, T Tessa 2013-
Bell/Verschaffelt R A Robyn 1983-95
Bell, D Donovan 1965-87
Bennett, P G Peter 1971-73
Bennett, P J Paul 1980 only
Bevan, M Marise 2010 only
Bevin, E Libby 2012 only 
Bigham, T Tania 1988-89
Bilton, S Sue 1997 only
Birchall, C Colin 2004-2009
Bishop, G S  Greg 1981-82
Bixby, S Scott 2004-2006 
Black, G J Gail 1972 only
Blackmore, H Heidi 2006
Blair, A J Alistair 1985-2013
Blair, R  Robyn 1987-90
Blake, S H Shane 1993 –
Blears-Woodcock, C Ceri 2012-
Bligh, T P Terry 1981 only
Blundell, P R Pam 1990, 2001-2007,   
  2009-2013

Bodman, M Matt 2009-
Body/Thatcher, L  Larissa 1993-96
Bolton, R C  Rob 1980-82
Bond, A J Amanda 1990-92
Botting/Exelby, A Anna 2007-
Boubee, L C Linda 1993-96
Boubee, S Sandra 1996 -
Boyes-Cooney, S  Shelly 2000-02
Boyle, M W Mary 1973-74
Boyle, P S Peter 1982-89, 1991-2006
Brackenbury, L Louise 2007-2009
Braddock, MA Mary-Ann 2009-
Bradley, M A Marny 1965-99
Brady, S M Shirley 1970 only
Braithwaite, M Merle 1995-99
Brant, S Stephanie 2002-05
Brebner, M J Matt 1986-87, 1992-99
Bridge, P M Philippa 1993-95, 2004-05
Bristow, L Lisa 1996 only
Broad, N Newton 1970 only
Brodie, P A Pam 1982 only
Brooshooft, H Holly 2014-
Brown, A H Ashley 1972-73
Brown, G C Gordon 1979-80
Brown, J Jude 2010-
Brown, K Kirsty 1996 only
Brown, R Richard 2007-
Browne, B C Barbara 1965-66
Brownett, S Sue 1980-81
Brownlie, M A Margie 1985-86
Bruce, T Tracey 2014-
Brussen, J M Judith 1981-82
Bryant, J Joan 1999 only
Budd, W N Wayne 1986-92
Budd, W Wendy 1987 only
Buller, M J Marilyn 1974-78
Burgess, V R Veronica 1973 only
Burggraaf S Sonya 2011-
Burmester, Y Yvonne 2006 -
Burtenshaw, I H Ian 1987-92
Buxton, J Joshua 2011-
Caddie, O S Olive 1967-72
Cahill, F Fran 1991 
Calder, N Naomi 2002-04
Capie, F Fergus 1968 only
Capie, I  1969-70
Carson/Somers, J Josephine 2007-2013
Cartwright, M Martin 1990 only
Catchpole, S I Sharon 1980-95
Chadwick, N Nicholas 2013 only
Chambers, M J  1980 only
Chang, S H  Seong 2006 -

The taffS
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Chapman, C J Carol 1990 only
Christie, D S Derek 1973-74
Cleary, R A  1987 only
Clow, M Malcolm 1970 only
Clunie, S Shirley  2005-2006, 2011-

2013
Collett, D K Dallas 1984-2003
Collings, K Kylie 2010-2011
Collis, D David 2010-
Connolly, P M Pat 1974-75
Connor/King, N Nicola 2007 only
Cook, A Amanda 2014-
Cook, M D  1968 only
Cooke, P M Pat 1971-84
Cooper, M A Mark 1989-94
Cooper, Y J Yvonne 1989-90
Copeland, P Pene 2005-06
Corbett, I M Iris 1979 only
Cosson, T Timothy 2005 –
Coston, G Gary 2007-2013
Cotter, M Maree 2011-
Coulson, B A Barbara 1975-78
Cox, J Jane 2012-
Craig, M A Margaret 1971-72
Cradock, A Amy 2011-2012
Crawford, A Alison 2013-
Crawford, A Andrea  2011-
Crawford, K I Ian 1967-78
Crawford, M Millie 1968 only
Cronshaw, A Anna 2000 only
Crowhurst /
Curnow, I E Irene/Hiriwa 1981 - 2013
Davidson, J Janice 1990, 1992-2001
Davidson, R W Ross 1975-2002
Davis / Tranter
-Watson, C J Cynthia 1966 only
Davis, J Jamie 2003 -
Davis, R A  1967 only
Dawson, S L Sheryl 1987-97
Decke, A I Irene 1972-77
Dee, G P Graeme 1969-74
Dee, M Meghann 2011 only
Denney, D Deborah 2008-
Devine, J James 2013-
Dey, E M Elizabeth 1986 only
Dick, A B Barry 1985 -
Dickson, S M Susan 1976-78
Diver, G J Graeme 1981-86, 2007
Dixon, C T Craig 1976-77
Dixon, D M Dorothy 1986-2004
Dixon, H Henry 1969 – 2011
Dixon, J Janet 2007-
Dixon, L R Larry 1989 -
Dobbs, A Alan 2000 only
Dobrochowski, J Jim 1984 only
Doherty J L Jane 1989-95, 2001
Doleman, C A Christine 1990 only

Donaldson, L Lynn 1995 only
Ducker, B E Brian 1969-2001
Duckett, R A Robyn 1979-80
Duke, E L  1971 only
Dunham, R B Roger 1988-89
Dwight, C M Carolyn 1993-95, 2001 -
Dwight, J Josie 1998 only
Dwight, S M Shane 1994-2001, 2013 
Eagar, R Raewyn 1999 - 2006
Eagle, J Julie 2006 -
Ebbett, B D Brian 1979-88
Ebbett, J A Jude 1979-82
Edwards, A M Amy 1980 only
Edwards, H Helen 1986-89
Elisaia, B P Bob 1977-98
Ellis, M D Murray 1970-72
Ellwood, J Jason 2003 –
Emerson, R Robert 2010 only
Evetts, A Andrea 2002 only
Fackney, C Chris 1999-2000
Fairey, S J Sue 1984-86
Farquahar, A Andrews 2008-2009
Farrar, J F Judy 1988-91
Farthing, B R Bruce 1984 -
Farthing, K Kay 1991 -
Ferguson, R G Ross 1979 only
Fergusson, R S  Rob 1989 only 
Feutz, R H Ricky 1981-88, 2002 -
Field, G E Graeme 1976-77
Finney, J Jacqueline 2004 only 
Fitzpatrick/Rogerson, J Joelene 2008 -
Fisher, L D Lynne 1989 only
Fives, B J Bernie 1973-99
Fletcher, L C Louise 1990-91
Foran, K E Kaye 1983-84
Fraser, M Michael 2008 - 2011
Fynn, S W Shona 1970-71
Francis, A Anna 2010 only
Francis, J Jim 1985-91
French, T P Tony 1986 only
Frew, S M Susan 1979-80
Frey, L Linda 1985-88
Foster/Fruish, M Merryn 2003-06
Furneaux, P W Paul 1976 -
Gadsbey, A Tony 1995 -
Gale, D W David 1994 only
Galey, H Hilton 2003 only
Gallaher, A M Anne 1984-85
Galletly, A V Alan 1980 -
Galloway, M A Michelle 1986-99
Gardiner, R D Rob 1989-1991
Garvey, J M Julie 1976-78
Gaskell, S Sean 2004 -2013
Gatfield, K Kay 2002 -
Genet, R Rebekah 2006 - 2012
Gestro, A T Audrey 1969-1986
Gibbs, A Angela 2004 - 2005
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Giddens, S Sylvia 1967 only
Gilbert, Y D Yvonne 1979-85
Gilvear, S Steven 2004 -
Goldsmith, R W Rhys 1990-92, 95
Goodchild, B M Brigitte 1988-1989
Goodenough, J F Jill 1965-67
Gordon, C E Carole 1973 only
Gordon, R Russell 2003 only
Gould/McKenzie/
Walker,S L Sheryl 1979-89
Gould, Y M Yve 1992-96
Gracie, G S Graham 1975-77
Graham/Leggat, J  Jan 1983-84
Grattan, J M Jean 1983-87, 1999 -
Gravit, P M Peter 1973-78
Gray, A D Alex 1966-2001
Griffin-Matthews, I Ihaka 2008 - 2011
Grigor, J Judy 1966-76
Grigor, J A John 1966-76
Gross, E Eric 2007-08
Gunn, E Erica 2005 only
Gunson, A Anna 2012-
Haddad, H L Leslie 1987 only
Hall, E Emma 2003 -2008
Hambling, I J Iris 1970-71
Hambling/Holmes R Rebecca 2008 -
Hampshire/Smyth, S Sarah 2006 -
Handren, W Wes 2004 -2006
Hanham, C K  1971 only
Hansen, A Andre 2014-
Hansen, E Esther 1996 only
Hansen, K Kaine 2004 -
Hansen, N Nicolla 2006 only
Hardwicke, J Jodine 2009 only
Harnett, J Jane  2009-
Harper, F A Frank 1980 only
Harray, J M Jenny 1993-94
Harray, M A Mary 1974-90
Hart, A D Tony 1980-82
Hassall, C J Carol 1995-2001
Hawkins, S Susan 1992-2009
Hawley, J John 1993 only
Hay, A Andrew 2000 only
Hawyard, K Kelly 2006 - 2013
Hayward, S Simon 2003 -
Heard, D Denise 2006-08 
Henderson, A M Alison 1970,1985-95
Henderson, K E  Kath 1968 only
Henderson, D David 2014-
Henderson, S Stewart 1970 -
Henry, K A Kevin 1974-78
Henry, S J Steve 1986 only
Hercus, P J Peter 1987-88,1992-96
Hercus, S L Sarah 1993-94
Herring, B M Barrie 1967-95
Herring, D David 2013 -
Hickland, P A Pat 1980-83

Higginson, B H Bruce 1971-72
Higgins, P Paul 1996 only
Highfield, J John 2003 only
Jill, G Gaynor 2014-
Hill, V  Viv 1990,1992-99
Hind, G Geoffrey 2010 only
Hinder, G W Geoff 1976-79
Hiromi, H Horsley 2010 only
Hitchings, E M Erin 1987-92
Hocking, S Steve 1998-99
Hockings, L J Lewis 1986-1990
Hodge, M Mary 2005
Hodgkinson / 
Pringle, S L Shona 1977-79
Hollis/Wells, S Sonia 2009-2010
Holmes, A Alex 2007-2008 
Holmes, S Simon 2000-01
Huggins, P Paul 1996 only
Hughes, C Carolyn 2004 only 
Hughes, S A Sharon 1984-1986
Hull, N J Noel 1972-1998
Hume, B J Barry 1974-86
Hundt, R W Bob 1969 only
Hunt, D A Debbie 1986-87
Hunt, P L Pip 1977-78
Hunter, O  1968 only
Hutton, L A Len 1971-76
Inkster, P A Pam 1979-81
Irvine, M Mary 1997 - 2008
Irving, J M Jenny 1985-89
Jackson, M L Mark 1977-78
Jeffares, M Matthew 2009 - 2011
Jeffares, V Vicki 2000 -
Jelley, L Lois 1990 -
Johns, P A Peter 1969 only
Johnson, H C Harry 1971 only
Johnson, P M Patricia 1987-1991
Johnston, P Patrick 2013-
Jones, B Barbara 1975 only
Jones, B Brendon 2008-
Jones, M  Muriel 1965 only
Jones, M A Anne 1983-1987
Jones, M A Margaret 1999 only
Jones, R H Dick 1975-76
Jones, W Win 1965-1970
Jordan, J M Jenny 1973 only
Joyce, W J Bill 1966-1971
Kang, A P Anne 1974 only
Karena, M Matawai 2004 only
Keam, M J Margaret 1980, 1992 -
Kean, F Fiona 1998-99
Keane, M Mary 2004 -
Kear, A Andrew 1986-89
Keate, H A Hilary 1970 only
Keating, A M Anne 1975-76
Kelly, L G Lois 1982-85,1987-89
Kemp, C Cathryn 2008 -2010
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Kershaw, J Jan 2004 -2006
Kershaw, M Muriel 1965 only
Khorasanee, A Ali 2008 -
Kiddie, A Aileen 1988 only 
Kimpton, C Cynthia 1986-89, 1992-94
Kindley, M B Matthew 1994-95
Kirk, S Suzanne 2010-
Kirkby, A Alan 1996-99, 2006-
Kirkby, S Sue 1996, 2006 -
Knightly / Taylor, C Charrissa 2007-
Krulish, S L Sharon 1971 only
Lambert, M Madeleine 2008 -
Lander, C Claire 2005 -
Lang, D David 1999 only
Lankshear, B Ben 1999 only
Large, I Ian 1991-98
Larsen, B Barbara 1969 only
Larsen, G M Gill 1985-88
Lascelles, J J Jenny 1968-76
Latham/Shefferd, S Stacey 2000-02, 2005 -
Laurenson, J A John 1986-93
Laursen, B C Brenda 1982-83
Leask, R R Robyn 1969 only
Lee, J N Janet 1973-74
Lees, D G Diane 1979, 1990 
Leigh, G S Graham 1980 - 2012
Leigh, M J Margaret 1985 - 2011
Leonard, J A Judy 1994-2002
Leota, C Charles 2008-
Leslie, J Julie 2006-
Leslie, S M Sue 1987-89
Lewandowski, C Christine 2009 only
Lewis, L J Lorraine 1976-77
List, K M Kerry 1973-79
List, M J Margaret 1977-79
Live, S Syleena 2003-04
Livingston, M J Michael 1980 - 
Loader, A Andrew 2004 - 2012
Lord, R J Rob 1980-81
Loveland, F J Fay 1993 only
Lovell, J R John 1974-75
Lowe, M Melissa 2013-
Luca, E Enrico 1989-91, 2005 
Lucie-Smith / 
Mabbett, FL Louise 2007
Macbrayne, E Elizabeth 1997 only
MacDonald I H Ian 1976-81
MacDonald, J Jocelyn 1996 only
MacGillivray, J M Jenny 1972-73
MacGregor, K Kate 2001-06
MacIntyre, C A Carole 1980-82
MacKenzie, C Colin 2002 – 08
MacKenzie, C Collette 2010-
Mackenzie, D P Diane 1972-73
Mackey, K D Kay 1985-88
MacLean, S D Shirley 1974-75
Macown, J Joanne 2005-06

Macown, K W Keith 1980-
Maguire, A J Tony 1975, 1995-2001
Mahy, A J Alan 1976-77, 1988
Mahy, R Ron 1975 only
Malcolm, C A Anne 1988-93
Malcolm, P M Peter 1984-2000
Mallon, P Pene 1996-99
Mann, C Clive 1971-73
Mansfield, J D  1983 only
Marr, P J Peter 1968 only
Marr L W Len 1972-73
Marsh, T Tina 2008 -
Marshall, D Darryn 1999 -2010
Martin, L Lewis 2003 only
Mathews, M M Memory 1973 only
Mawer, J Josephine 2002 –
McAlley, K Kim 2006-2008
McBride, G A Gail 1973-75
McCloy, A Aaron 2004 -2006
McCrystal, J R Julie 1982 only
McDermid, N Neil 1999-2002, 2004 -
McGonagle, K Katherine 2010 only
McGrath, J Juliet 2007-2008, 2013 -
McGregor, I F Iain 1985 -
McKay, P J Penny 1989-1992
McKenzie, B D Bruce 1982-84
McLean, G D Gwen 1965-80
McLean, J F Jim 1969-73
McLeod, A Andrew 1984 only
McMartin, J James 2014 only
McMurray R Rob 1984 only
McNamara, K Kelly 2011-
McNaughtan, P A  Pam 1990-92
McNaughton, A Aimee 2011-
McNicol, A C S Cam  1976-78
Meade, K L Kay 1995-96
Menhennet, R L Rosemary 1977-78
Merritt, P Phil 2008-
Merritt, R Robin 1999-2001
Meston, V H  1968-69
Metz, T Tanya 1982-84
Meyer, D Dianne 1999-06
Meyer, K Kevin 2002 –
Mika, T Tapene 2005 -
Miles, J Jan 1993 -
Miles, J John 2001 -
Miles, L Lisa 2001 only
Mill, A S Andrea 1986 only
Mill, R J Rob 1979-86
Millar, S Sheena 1997 -2009
Millard, L W Les 1985-87
Milne M L Lyn 1972 only
Milne, S J Sandra 1974-76
Mischewski, J A Julie 1987-99
Mistry, H Harshila 2001, 2006
Moloney, M T Mihi 1992 - 2007
Moore, C Carol 2005-06
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Moore, L Lana 2008 -
Morgan, G Gavin 2005 -2007
Morgan, H J Harold 1968-70
Morris, J E Joan 1973-4
Morrison, S Sarah 2003 only
Morrissey, K Kyra 2005 -2009
Morton, J Judy 2003 only
Mosse/Johnson, N Noni 1975-77
Mossong, C T Colin 1986 -
Mossong, R Rosemary 2006 - 2012
Mouat, J M Justine 1987 only
Mountfort, C Catherine 1992-94
Muller, H C Helen 1969-77
Mulligan, K Kate 1993 only
Mullins, J M Jo 1978-83
Mullins, W Wayne 1980 only
Murphy, K Kerry 1998-2004
Murray, A D Alastair 1971-83
Murray, A M Anne 1988 only
Murray, S.M. Sarah 1972 only
Munro, L Leigh 1996 only
Myhill, J M Jenny 1986-2003
Neame, K Karen 1999 -2010
Neate, S Susan 2001-2004
Newport, T A Terry 1990 -2006
Newton, A R Alf 1987-92
Newton, N R Ngaire 1970-73
Newton, P Phil 1999 -
Ngapo, D Deborah 2005 only
Nicholls, B H Bruce 1968-72
Nicholson, S Sharon 2000 only
Niederer, N Neil 1999 - 2007
Nightingale, S M Shirley 1984-85
Nissen, G Grant 2005 -
Nogaj, M Marek 1997 only
Oakley, B Brenda 2005 -2009
O’Brien, K Kaa 1995-96
O’Callaghan, J W Jim 1993 only
O’Carroll, J Justine 1991-92
O’Halloran, G Gayl 2000-02
O’Neil, C Colleen 1996-06
Ogle, M R Melody 1970-71
Olds / Thom, R A Rose 1980-85
O’Reilly, P Patrick 2006-2011
Osmond, G Gareth 2004 -2007
Overend, N Noeline 1965 only
Page, N R Nick 1993 -
Palmer, J Julie 1980 only
Parlane, L Lyn 1999 -2005
Parr, G Gavin 2003 -2006
Payne, M J Marilyn 1990 only
Pearce, C Christine 1997 only
Pearson, C Christine 1988 –
Penniket, E Emily  2007 only
Perkins, J Jane 2005 - 08
Perkins, J L Joan 1972-79
Pettersen, J M Jeanette 1990 -2006

Pettigrew, R Robyn 2004 -2010
Pillay, C Caly 2004 -
Philip, G Graham 1999 only
Plant, A Andrew 1996 only
Pocock, K Kelly 2005 only
Poffley, N Nyssa 2006 -
Pointon, C D Chris 1970-73
Poole, M G Murray 1983-84
Pooley, C A Craig 1995-99, 2001-2006
Pragnall / 
Sutherland, K B  Kay 1973-74, 1995-96
Price, E Liz 1985 only
Prince, D Debbie 2007-2014
Pritchard, B D Bruce 1977-79
Pritchard, W G William (Bill) 2006 - 2007 
Quartermain, B Bernice 2011-
Queree, R Rachel 2004-05
Radford, K R Karen  1989-92
Rae, T R Tania 1989-92
Rahurahu D Debbie 2012 -
Randell, D Dave 2000 -
Ranga, I H Ian(Hina) 1969-85
Rao, J Joseph 2007-2008
Rapley, A Andrew 1996 -
Rathbone, W Wayne 1981-82
Reid, L P Lynne 1971 only
Reid, R G Graham 1965-72
Reynolds, A Aimee 2002-03
Richards, J Julie 2010-
Richardson, C Christian 2005 only
Richardson, L Lara 2002 -
Richmond, H M  1968 only
Rietma, P Phil 2006 only
Riley / Clark, D A Debbie 1978 -80, 1992 -2007
Roberts, G C Geoff 2002 -
Roberts, M Mary 1973-80
Roberts, S Shelby 1996-99
Robertson, K E D  Keith 1971-73
Robertson, S G  Sylvia 1988 - 2005
Robson  1970 only
Rogerson, J Jolene 2008-
Rolley, P L Pat 1967 only
Rombouts, E M  Ellen 1993-94, 2002 – 
Roper, C Chelsea 2010 only
Rorke, D David 1977-99
Rowe, M Mandy 2003 -
Roy, D G David  1992 only
Rush, A M Adrienne 1982-84
Ryan, G H Graeme 1973-74,1977-84
Sagarzazu, M Maria 2011 -2012
Salt, C J Carolyn 1991-94
Sargent, M D Mary 1971-80
Saunders, A J Andrew 1987-1988
Saunders, D J Jeanette 1984-87
Scholes, L D Lynley 1981-83
Schuler, M J Mark 1980-83
Schuler-Stewart, C Catherine 2007-2009
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Schumacher, K Kimberley 2012-
Scothern, D J Dave 1983-93
Scothern, J A Judy 1989-1992, 1996
Scott, E G H Eric 1972-1993
Scott, A Anne 1984-85
Scott / Lewis, I Irene 2003-
Scrimshaw, R Rebekah 2013-
Seavill, E J Jane 1972-73
Seconi, J Janet 2006 only
Selby, W Wendy 2001 only
Shackel / 
MacGregor K Kate 1973-82, 1995 -2004
Shadbolt, J P Jocelyn 1990 only
Shadbolt, M Michael 2007 -
Shallard, N J Nola 1983 only
Sharland, T Tod 2008-2013
Sharplin, K Kathryn 2000 only
Sharps, H Hanna  2011 - 2012
Shaw, A E Anna 1995 -
Shaw, P R Peter 1971-73
Shefferd, D David 2000-02, 2005 -
Shekleton, C G  Colleen 1971-72
Shiba, A D Anu 1990-2002
Shields, J Jeff 2009-2010
Shone, L M Linda 1972-77
Silcock, B Brendon 2002 only
Simpson, M Mark 2007 -
Simpson, P M Pam 1981, 1984-87
Sims, V J Val 1968 only
Sinclair, B S Bronte 1966-85
Sinclair, E Eileen 1994-99
Sinclair, P Pat 1980 only
Sinclair, R Rochelle 2003-2005
Sinclair, R A Bob 1975 only
Sinclair, V Y Val 1967-75
Singleton, M D  Margaret 1969-70
Skelton, P Paula 2009 - 2011
Skudder, G Graham 2001-04 
Smart, S A Sally 1983-86
Smith, B J Bev 1966 only
Smith, E M Emmie 1971-74
Smith, J H Joanne 1995-2002
Smith, J R John 1977 only
Smith, S Sarah-Jane 2010-
Smolenski, Y J Yvonne 1975-78
Smythe, S Sarah 2005-
Smythe, J Jason 2004-
Snedden, V J Valerie 1990 only
Sommers, L Lynn 2001-06
Spillane, P W Pat 1975-77, 1984-85
St John,  Susan 1970 only
Stables, G I Gary 1987-95
Stanley, J L John 1986-92
Stephen, E Eloise 2004-
Stevens, J Joan 1967 only
Stewart, D David 1975 only
Stewart, E  1969 only

Stewart, L Lorna 1991-94
Stewart, R I Ian 2011 -
Stevenson, R Roger 2009-2014
Stobie, E Liz 1999 only
Stuart-Menzies, J   John 1968 only
Stucki, D  1995 only
Sullivan, D  1986 only
Sutherland S J Suds 1995-99
Swetman, D C Doreen 1986 -
Tait/Stephens, E  Liz 1977 only
Tait, M Mia 1994 only
Talstra, L Lance 2009 -2010
Taylor, A F Alan 1966-74
Taylor, A M Andrea 1974-5
Taylor, C C Chris 1986-94
Taylor, M Megan 2010 -
Taylor, P D Paul 1973-75
Taylor, S Simon 1996 only
Thevenard, E A  Liz 1970-72
Thom, S S Stuart 1974-85
Thomas, H Helen 1996-2002
Thomas, K Kay 2003 - 08
Thomas/Chisolm, P Petrina 2008 -
Thompson, C O Olive 1981-86
Thompson, D J B  Drummond 1976-79
Thompson, R D  Ray 1974-85
Thomson, M M Meg 1986-91
Thorne, M Michael 2006 only
Thorne, M G Michael 1974 only
Thorpe, T Tracey 2004-05
Todd, S Suzanne 1998-1999
Toi, P J Patrick 1992 only
Tolich, B Branko 1978-79
Tonkin-Covell, J Janet 1997 - 2013
Towgood, H Helen 1991-96
Toth, P I Peter 1980-89
Triggs, M Michelle 2008-2010
Tucker, M Mary 1992-99
Turner, A G Allan 1973 only
Tustin, F R Francis 1989 only
Tutt, M K Margaret 1988-89
Tyrrell, J A Jacqui 1974 only
Udy, S R Stephen 1982-83
van der Elst / 
Burton, C Coralie 1978-79
van der Veen, A Ann 1970 only
van Wyk, J Jon 1992 only 
Verhaart, M H Michael 1980 only
Verran, J V Jill 1986 only
Verschaffelt, M B Mike 1988-89
Waaka, M Margaret  2006 -
Wakefield, R Rochelle 2003 only
Wakelin, C M  1977 only
Walker Geoff 1982 only
Wall, J M P John 1965 - 
Wallace/Dixon, K  Kay 1982-83
Wallis, A J  1970-71
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Walls, R A Bob 1966-86
Walshe, R A Robyn 1974-80
Walton, P H Phyll 1974, 1984-86
Ward, M Mike 1997 - 2011
Ward, A R Alan 1975-76
Ward, A Andrea 2013-
Ward, K R Kevin 1973-75
Watkins, L V Val 1976-82
Watson, C Cynthia 1983 only
Watson, I S Ian 1990 -
Watson, P K Peter 1977 only
Watts, A  Allan 2000 only
Webber, H W B Harold 1965-70
Webber, W L Leigh 1969-73
Weinberg, H A Heather 1973 only
Wells, J D Joy 1983-85
Wessells D Deon 2010 -
Weston, E H Ed 1994 -
Whalley, I H Ian 1983-86
Whatley, R Rebecca 2006 only
Wharton, M Melanie 2003 only
Wheatley, S Simon 2009-2013 
Whyte, K Kim 2003 –
Whitelaw, B Brooke 2011 - 2012
Whiteley, A Ann 1975-76
Widgery / 
Wielens, N H Nic 1984-88
Wilkinson, M A Marge 1970-72
Williams, A  1985 only
Williams, D M Debra 1992 only

Williams, M Edwin 2010 only
Williams, M D Mark 2000-01
Williams, M E Mark 1976 -2007
Williams, M J Mark 2006-2008
Williams, M Mark 2010-
Williams, M H Maureen 1984-94
Wills, P J Penny 1984 only
Wilson, H Hamish 1993-98
Wilson, K Kiri  2007 only
Wilson, N G Noeline 1975-76
Wilson, S H Stephanie 1995-99
Wilson, T Tim 2004-2005
Winch, M A Megan 1987-89
Wing, L M Lynda 1993-2001
Withrington, G R  Guy 1989 -
Withrington, K Keiko 1995-96
Woest, R Rene 2001 -
Wood I D Ian 1978 only
Wood, P E Pauline 1970-81
Woodford, A Ashley 2013
Woodhouse, J H John 1967 only
Woods, H Helen 1999 -2009
Woodward, P Phillipa 2008-
Wright, A Anthony 2001 only
Wright, C L Christine 1975-87,1989-90
Wright, W B Warwick 1975-87,1989-90
Wyeth, J Jonathon 2010 only
Wylie, A Alan 2014-
Young, D David  2006-2007
Yule, T G Tina 1992-2001

Governor General Dame Silvia Cartright planting the 40th Anniversary Kauri tree, 25th March 2005



The motto was designed by Mr F Graham and embodies three concepts.

The silver torch with its red flame standing on a forest green background, depicts the light of learning to be kept 
burning and handed on from generation to generation.

The star beneath the torch is the heraldic recognition of Otumoetai as the third college in the community.

The silver waves on the dark blue background represent the quiet waters of the estuary near the College . In former 
years the Maori people of Matakana Island regularly crossed the harbour to the estuary to set  their nets and spend a 
quiet day on the shore.  The peaceful serenity of the area is implied in its name, Otumoetai – “Peaceful waters”.

The motto ‘DOCTRINA VITAM ILLUMINET” (Let learning enlighten life / He Akonga te Oranga) reminds us that 
education is not merely a process of obtaining qualifications for a job, but one which should bring us wisdom and so 
improve the quality of our lives and of the world in which we live

The college motto is therefore more than an adornment for clothing;  it embodies ideas which can be an inspiration to 
us now and in later life.
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